


rates had gone uP to 8X so once again
Y{e had to d i g deep to pay for ou r new

home. As usual  we f in ished much of  the

house ourselves. More sweat equi ty.  Mary

an d I  ag reed to do al  I  of  the inter ior
decorat ing and the landscaping.

T he gtei.rce.se .j nlh-e-xg@
hottSB.. that Marv end I pajnted,

Each n ig ht  we wou ld Eet into ou r
paint  c lothes an d h ust le over to the
A rrow hearJ an d pai nt - desperatel y try-
ing to keep one step ahead of the car-
penters.

1967 :  Alan loaf inq in,Jhe bedroom of

of ttl-e Blanchard Houge.

Whi le we l ived at  the Blanchard

house the kids had fun explor ing in that

big old house. The previous owner had

been a Dent ist  and the at t ic and the

basement were fu l l  of  h is equipment and
other t reasures, I  spent my t ime try ing

to keep holes in a leak y old boi ler for

the furnace plugged so we wouldn' t

f reeze. We'were cold most of  the t ime.
At the end of our stay I found that tooth
picks and match st icks were excel lent
plugs for the hot water boi ler.

In February our new home was f in-

ished and w€ moved out of  the Blanchard
House and into our new home.

T he week en d that we were to move

Chicago had a record snowfall of 27" in

one day.

1967 - The new home,-under construgtigrn'
about the time of the bis snolu,

It was more snow than the snow remov-

al eq u i pment cou I d take care an d wg

were isolated for three days. People all
over the ci ty were stranded'  and had to

stay overnight in motels, schools, and
homes that were often only a few miles

f rom their homes. Alan was gsing to

school in Arrowhead, about three mi les

from where we were temporar i ly  l iv ing

and was stranded in Arrowhead for three

days in Arrowhead. We knew Don Payton'

the Hotpoint  Industr ia l  Designer '  and Al

stayed w i th them u nt i l  we cou ld get to

him three days later.



A near misfortune happened as we

moved into our home on Tomahawk'  I

was backing a rented truck fu l l  of  f  urn-

i ture as Gary guided an aluminum ramp

onto the f  ront  porch for me. His leg got

caught between the end of  the ramp and

the garage. He cou I  d very easi  I  y have

lost  h is leg but very for tunately i t  was

only badly bruised.

Short ly af ter  we moved to Chicago a

very touching event happened. We were

attending church at  the Ward House in

Westchester.  One Sunday Gary got s i r" ;h:

so we al l  went home ear ly excePt for

Alan. I  asked the Bishop i f  he woul i l  t r r*

inS him home since he wanted to staln

and Bishop L.ee l ive nearby.  Late in the

afternoon I  real ized t l iat  he hadn' t  cr) f f ie

home and cal led the Bishop and ' found

out that  he had forgotten Alan. Mary and

I Jumped into the car and headed to the

Westchester Ward. At Oak brook we saw

this t iny l i t t le I  Year old boy walk ing

along the shoulder of  the road. l t  was

Alan. He had walked better than three

miles.  He was try in g to get c lose enou g h

to home so that the quarter that  he had

in h is pocket wou ld pay for a cal l  ht-rme.

I  could have wept.

That spr ing we did the landscaping.

I  had brought a large bag of  b luegrass

seed from Louisvi l le.  Errough to make

three plant ings.  One week end whi le '

Mary and lwere back in Louisvi l le gett-

ing shrubs the fel low came to gracje the

yard an d to ld the boys that i t  wou ld be

a good t ime to seed. They went out and

sowed al l  of  my seed. The seed was so

th ick you cou ld hard ly see the g rourt  d

for the seed. I  was fur ious,  but i t  ra ined

an d the g rass came u P an d we had a

beaut i fu l  lawn. Del  brought us a batch of

pine trees for our back yar 'd which are

now 50 feet tal l .

There was some resentment at Hotpoint
because l had taken one of the good jobs

that some of the old t imers thought

should have been given to the local  boys

but they f inal ly got over i t  and we set-

t led into l i fe in Chicago.

S hortl y after we got settled in

Chicago, GE decided to consol idate the

G E an d Hotpoint Ref ri gerator operations

and move al l  but  the factory supervis ion
to Lou isv i  I  le.

1"969. -, fhe-rcll house in the Newgate
Sub-division in Louisvi l la.

ln 1968 |  rnoved back to Louisvi f  le as

Manager of  Product ion Engineer lng for

the three Refr igerator factor ies (Loui-

svi l le,  Chicago, and Bloomington).  We

proceeded to have a house bui l t  for  us

i  n the New gate Su b-d iv is ion in North-

f ie ld.  l t  was in the general  area we had

l ived in in St.  Matthews before v{e went

to Chicago. We contracted to bui ld a

house that was almost l ike the house we

had in Chicago except that most of  the

rooms were a l i t t le larger and we added

man y new featu res. We were excited

about i t .  lmoved to Louisvi l le and

boarded w i th a widow ladY in St.

Matthews whi le i t  was being bui l t .  The

house was j  ust  n icely started w hen GE

deci  ded to keep a smal I  en g ineer in g
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Kearl Appointed
IUlanagGr.Product
Engineerirg, HR

Cy liearl has been aPPointe{ Man-
oget-Procluct Engineering fol House'
t  otO Refr igerator effect ive Apri l  t5'

a.q Man agef-.-o-f . E-nSrn ee r j-n g ,

group in Chicago and asked me to remain

as the Manager of  that  grouP. l t  was

both good an d bad for us.  l t  was ; i ' f l

oppartuni ty for  me but Mary had to give

up her new home.
The 6o's were ending'  In many waYS

they had been fai lures.  These were the

years when Elv is Presley hor i f ied us

respectable people wi th the $uggest ive
gyrat ions of  h is hips and every teenager

i rn i tated him. The counter cul ture had

b,een born an d yet as a nat ion we had

entered one of  the longest per iod of  sus-

tained economic gowth in our history.

D-e!, -Ma r i- -9!eve'an-m af
h rs-_dorm* a!- Q qr,n e-JLin - -W*

In 1965 Edward graduated f  rom High

$chool an d started in col lege at Cornel l
in t t re Industr ia l  Labor Relat ions $chool .
I t  was a very select  PrCIgram and he

rnanaged a "  B" average. In 1967 he be-

canre discounaged and wanted to change
his ma. jor .  I  advised that he lay out of

school for a year.

1-999 - -E-d-,-ltrofn-WAlker, and Marv at Ft.
Lep-nafd-W-q-o-.d-.where Ed took his basic.

according to an Bll-
ntruncement bY
lrhit ip Drieci,  Man-
rger-Household Re-
f rigerAtor.

In his new Posi-
t ion,  Kear l  wi l l  be
responsible for  a l l
I {R Bngineer ing
pe rson nel  in the
Chica go /  Cicero
al 'ea.

I (ear l jo inedGeneralElectr ic in
ls4ginErie, l ta. , fo l lowinggradut l '
tion from the university o_f Mi.chigan
with a B-S.M.E- degree' In 1955 he

was transferred to Household llefrig-

*tutot in Louisville, I{y', and- in Sep-

i*tnUur, 1966, he joined Hotpo-int's HR

as Manag"r-Euuiuation Engineering-

Prior to his new appointment he lv&s

tvtut uger'Production Engineering'
rear l  is  a l icensed Professiotral

Engineer and holds oRe Patent '

Kearl

WY
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During that year,  whi le he was work*
ing at  I  n gersol l  Ran d as a dock he lost
5O* and his draf t  became imminent.

Ed volunteered for the draf t  i t r  order
to be able to select  h is army assignment.
He asked to be trained as a Medic and
instead they sent him to Cooks and
Baker 's School at  Ft .  Leonard Wood. He

f in ished basic an d then Advanced
Indiv idual  Training at  Fort  Leonard Wood
as a cook.

1969*- Ed and hi_s Mother at"e_Agh*Qame
du ri n g-one of h isltJ ?^J-qUghS,

To avoid going to Vietnam as a cook
he appl ied for  Off icers Candidate School
and was sent to I  nfantry OCS at
Ft.  Benning, Ga. He did very wel l  there,
g rad uat i  n g 8th i  n h is c lass overal  I  an d
2n d academical ly and was named to the
comman dants I ist.

He was sent back to Ft.  Leonard
Wood to Cooks and Bakers School as an
instructor and then to get out of  cooks

and bakers school he vol  unteered for

duty in Vietnam.

Ed was in Vietnam for 6 months. Most

of  h is t ime there was spent lead i  n g a

Platoon in the f ie ld on search and des-

troy missions in the Central

Highlands. They were suppl ied by hel i -

copter drops. l t  was a
an y fou g ht before.

di f ferent war than

Ed at O'Hare qn his w4v. tg
Y.ietnam in tne fatt of JQm

His mother sent him regular weekly
packages with some socks to replace the

wet ones an d always some interest in g

food.

197!_: Ed and hiS-platopn. oLL
Search a[d.. Destrov.. Mi$sio.n.

I t  was a bad t ime for our countrY.

Neither we nor Edward were in agree-
ment w i th the war.  l t  was a war we

couldn' t  win.  l t  was not supported by

the V iet Namese, ou r reasons for f ig htin g

were not c lear.  Edward did what he had

to do. He didn' t  run away to Canada or
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pu l l  s t r in gs get into a Nat ional  Guard
Unit  and he wasn' t  involved in any of

the nasty incidents in Vietnam that were

reported after the war was over such as

the mas$acrg at Mei Lae.

Our country 's leaders fa lsely bel iev-
ed in a "Domino Theory".  ( l f  one country

became Communist ic then al l  of  Southeast

Asia would soon fol low.) Soon i t  became a
personal  th ing wi th Johnson and his ego

was such that he would not f ind a pol-

i t ical  solut ion. He became paranoic about

the war.  l t  wasn' t  popular and wasted

much of  our nat ion's weal th.

In th ree Years more than hal f  a

mi l l ion Americans wou ld be f  iS ht in g i t r

$outheast Asia,almost a hun d red t l tous--
and would be ki l led or wounded, and we

would have fought longest war in Anrer i -

can history.  Ed wa$ trapped between

contending forces in a wor ld he didn' t

make. We were proud of him.

1970 -  SuPPlY. bv Hel icg-oter.

Dur ing the s ix months he was in

Vietnam he was wounded twice.  The f  i t "st

t ime it was a leg wou n d f rom a boob Y
trap that used bamboo spears and the

second t ime his platoon was hi t  at  n ight

by shrapnel  f rom hand grenades.

He had a broken skul l ,  a broken jaw

an d several  wou n ds on h is arms an d

chest.  T hey were very ser ious an d led to

h is med ical  release f  rom the army. He

later had a plast ic plate put in his head
tc replai : :e rnissing scul l  bone.

He was hospital ized f i rst  in Vietnam'

then in Japan and f inal ly was brought

back to the Great Lakes Naval Hospital

on a stretcher.  Every day for a couple of

months Mary and I  made the long dr ive

up to the Hospital  at  Great Lakes to v is i t

h im. He was a very lucky boy to be al ive

and not a vegetable for the rest of his

l i fe.

1970 -  Ed, in a foxhole iL Vietnam.

1970 - Ed at a b_iys-ues-iilyie3ngm,
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1-9-79-:- E j* rn-- V-i et nam,

After they rel .  ' " rsed h i rn l r r ) r r i  1 i - re

Hospi ta l  he w'  '  on a convaiesceni  leave

fo" i  months and double di i : . , f rerd ( i r*  wa:r
sf  i  i i  in the A rm ) ,  an was also wcr l .  i r " i$ tor '

GE as a stock boy).  Dur i i i tJ  that  t inre ne
got his ieg caught by a fork l i f t  t ruc; f<.

The accident cut  a couple of  tendons and

he was on crutches for several  weeks

because of  i t .

The accident was cause, l  by inade-
quate t ra in ing f rom his supervisor at  GE

but because of  h ie loyal ty to me he nev*
er complained about i t  nor asked for

compensat ion f rom GE because of  an
injury caused by a badly run plant.  He

had real  just i f icat ion to sue GE and
wou ld have won h is su i t .

Ed had met a gir l  f rom Glen El lyn,
Susan Menzel ,  who was graduat ing f rom
the Universi ty of  l l l inois that  spr ing,
1971. They decided to get marr ied.  His
cousin $teve wanted to come to the weC-
ding an,d Gary went to the airport  to
meet him and br ing him to the wedding.
Steve had a heavy beard and there was
sorne conf usion in the instruct ions. They
mis,cd each other and both of  them
mi' .sed the wedding. Marty was on his
mr*. ;s lon so he also missed the wedding.

:1971 -  Ed an.d Sup at their  weddins
B reakfast.

l-9"7-l*-:*$geb-!Afeats. June an d Ha
Mgnael at the weddjns breakfas.t.

After their  marr iage he and Sue
went to l thaca where Ed f in ished his

stu r l  ies in Labor Relat ions.  He d id very

wel l  in the remain in g th ree years there'
19ll - The_"bride_ and st:epm._ F*d -and "$ue-.
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He was a stLldsnt assistarr t  for  the Dean

of the Col lege, helping him to arrange

labor conferences at  the Universi ty.  He

was on the deans l is t  much of  the t ime.

At his graduat ion EcJ i jecided that he

should have some e.{per ience with a labor

union and he accepted a jcb wi th the

union that represented hospi ta l  workers.

He handled negot iat ions and contracts at

the headquarters in New York very near

Times Square.

E d's gfflae-*at .Tlmes-gqu.ars" in
NqW Yprik CitV.

f he ta,l-!. -ef--19-?1-: E d- end-Sue*nl"*the
Clpiglerg*iX- New York 9itY.
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