
PERSONAL HISTORY

Chapter Twenty One

1 972 - Jamie._jn*her nulses*gnifp-nru

Jamie decided to at tend Br igham
Young Universi ty fo l lowing her gradua-

t ion f rom Wheaton Central .  She or ig inal ly
started studying Psychology but shi f ted
to something more pract ical .

At Christmas -  1972 we al l  went out
to Mary's rnothers for the hol idays, We
caravaned out dr iv ing in two cars.  Just
outside of  Cheyenne at  Buford,  Wyoming
we stopped to ggt gas and exchanged
cars. Mary an d I d rove off an d after
some time noticed that the other car
wasn' t  fo l low in g us. We slowed dow n an d
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f inally after some time ws went back to

see what was the matter with them. Here
they wer6 st i l l  parked at the serv ice

station, ,baF, and post off ice. I had the
keys to,both cars in our car. For a mon-

th or so after that I kept getting mail in

Salt Lake, Wheaton, an d at work that

they had w ritten at Buford w h i le they
were wait ing for us to return with the
keys. The old Santa gi f ts at  Christmas
that ye4r focused on this incident.

Jamie and Merv .at -the--U. llgp.pitef
I on New Years Eve.

At Gihristmas we keep a tradit ion that
was started in Mary's fami ly of  giv ing

funny gifts. Mary once got a case of
peas, wh ich she hatsd, for Christmas'
The dalr before we left to return to
Chicagol 18" of  snow fel l  in Sal t  Lake'  We
left on a Saturday at 6:3O and got as far

as Rock Springs and the roads were
closed, jAfter a four hour wait $rs left

and went back to Kimbal l  Junct ion and
headed to Denver on the southern route.

Fi f teen ,hours later we had f inal ly made
it to Steamboat SPpings.

I

i
C h ristmas was always a happy time

at our hpuse. The night before Christmas
we sanq carols, read the christmas story

,
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Fi l l inq up with sas at  Buford,WY.



an d somet i rfte$ acted it ou t.

Mary rela;<ing after bglng Santa"

There were always j igsaw puzzles to
put together and Chrlstmas cards that

dldn' t  get mai led before Christmas to

work on.

Mofn htalkef,,..Jqyne., Mafy. 4nd Lvlar:tv
p,uttlng .q JlFea,w ptuqle teqethefi'

In 1972, al though Jamie was in

Nurses school at  the Y, she was doing

her pract ice nursing at  the LDS Hospital

In Salt  Lake Clty.  She had been dat ing a

law student f rom the U of U, Duane

Burnett .  He was the father in their  fam-

l ly home evening grouP. We had long

Joked w ith her about meeti n g an d

marrying a potato farmer from ldaho. We

hardly had returned to Wheaton from

Marty and Jayne's wedding when we got

a cal l  f rom Jamie that she and Duane

!

wanted to get marr ied.

Martv and Javn9 addresslns
Christmas Cfrds on Chflstmas Eve

l

We quicklY: returned to Sal t  Lake

City pul l ing a t ra i ler  fu l l  of  furni ture for

their  apartment.

The newlvt{eds. Jamle arld Duene.

l

. T hey werg married 6 weeks after

Marty and Jayr?e's marr lage In the Logan

Temple. They found an apartment down

below the U. pf  U. and went back to

school. Just after Jamie recelved her RN

from BYU the mother in one of the

families for w hom Duane was the home

teacher suddenly had labor palns whl le

they were there maklng hls monthlY

vis i t .  Nurse Jamie del ivered the baby

and they named her after Jamle. When

she sent the fqther into his house to get
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a pair of scissor to perform an episiot-
orhy, if necessary, he came out w ith a
palr  of  p inklng shears.

At about thls t ime, for want of  a
better candldate the Nation elected,
Richard Nlxon for Presldent,  Not many
people l iked him. He was petty,  dishonest
and decei t f  u l .  People in his administra-
tlon were cau g ht try in g to cover u P
some i l legal  acts that he had author ized
and he just  got deeper and deeper in a
coverup (Watergate) unti l  he was forced
to resign before he was impeached, The
tape records he kept told the nation how
vulgar,  mean, ohd contemptible he was.

The French Destrovef ,that Garv
servgd on -gne summer.

Gary was obl igated, when he accept-
ed a Navy $cholarship at  the Univ.  of
I l l inois,  to serve four years in the Navy
upon graduation and to serve for 6
weeks dur ing his summer vacat ions on
training cruises.  He did his f i rst  one in
the North At lant ic on. a NATO exercise.
The second, because of  h is l inguist ic
abi l i ty  in F rench, was on an American

Destroyer given to the French dur ing
WW II. He learned some language on that
sh I p that you don't get at the ch u rch

language school.

After his tour of duty was complete'
hs,  Alan, i  and our neighbor,  MontY
Harmon tou red E u rope for a cou p le of
weeks in iune & July of  1g73. They were
interested'l In Mary's French ancestry and
they took nfris opportunity to search for
her anceFtors records in church
archives ih St.  Denis and in Appevi l le.

Fqrv. Mgntv. 4nd AlAn and the.lfttle

$ilii thgv tour:qd France In.
1

The Legers had llved in both of
these towtis at one t ime. Thay didn't  f lnd
any of ther Dukes or Kings she rnust have
had as prqgenitors, only shoemakers and

Garv end the Ffench.-QAptaln, gf
i hls Clestrgryer..



farmers,  but  thev did get informat ion on

several  generat ions of  her ancestors that

we were not aware of .  Being young rnen'

they were able to look at  o ld chu rch

records that I  suspect Mary and I  would

have had trou ble i f  we had been there'

Al  in a E.uroPea'r  camPgrolnd wtth

ou r  I  i t t l  9-Yel Low-tenL

They rented a smal l  car and camped

in our smal l  yel low tent,  p icnicked and

en joyed themselves.

Garv buving orocer ies at  a

gtreeL lnarket.

Al  was growing uP. He was a scholar

and a good athlete and enjoyed sports

of  a l l  k inds.  He played Li t t le League

basebal l .  was a good player,  and inspir-

ed and gave stabi l i ty  to the others on

h is team.

I

Mary once r  drove way uP beyond

MarJison, Wisconsin to get him from a boy

scout camp bscause his coach didn' t

th ink his team could play wi thout him at

a tou rnament.

He played basebal l  and basketbal l  on

ch u rch teams. Once he tore l igaments in

a f inger and had i t  in spl ints but he

took of f  the spl ints and played a basket-

bai  I  game i  n a ch u rch tou rnament an y-

He started del iver ing Chicago Tr ibunes

w hen he was 1 1 years old.  First  i t  was

one route and then they asked him to

carry another one and then another unt i l

he had six routes. more than 200

Dapers.  On Sundays those fat  Chicago

Alan. sett inq hiE PaPerS readv to

del  i  ver.
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Tribunes cornpletely f  i l led ou r  stat ion
wagon. He wou ld get u p at  fou r  in the

morning and Mary and I  would ta l<e

turns dr iv ing him around his routes in

our car.  He was done by 6:00 and t l ren

went to $emrnary at  the chapel  in Naper*

vi l le.  Several  t imes he and I  got  stuck

and he would run al l  the way honre,

several  mi les,  to get his mother to corTre

and g*t  us in the other car tc;  f  in i : ; i ' r  the

routes,  Dr iv ing hirn was a real  strain on

Mary and land we were glad wherr he

became 1 6 an qJ cou id d r ive h i rnsel f  .

Dr iv in g aror:  n d thc ' - ;e r-cuT.e: .  was
great dr ivers educar icn,rrrd as;r  Ie: , ,u l t

he is a ver y gf i ]o drrver.  f ie+ wir ; :  s i - i r . i \ ,  i ; r
conscient i r - :us guy t f ' re i t  f r i r  sevei  a i  yr . - . jaf  s

he earned one of  t f te ccl iege scf io lar ' r ; l r ips

that The Chicago Tr ibune gave - ic i " t f ie i r '

outstan d in g car r  ler : ; .  Each year,  at

Chr istmas his custonrers would grve him

over a h un d red doi lars in t r  ps for  h rs
good serv ice to them.

Al4O-p I ave-d ! tll-e *Leegqe- H-oq hey qn

Le-am- th at -Harr y -M eir ae f,- E d '-s
F_ath e r: i n _ L au.*qeaqhe d .

Alan was a good student and rnacle

afmost straight A's at  Wheaton*Warren*

vi l le where he graduated 3rd i r r  i ' i is

c lass.  He was elected to the Honor Soc-

iety w herr  he was a Ju n ior  an d was P res-

ident of  i t  in his senior year.

Al was an ambit ious gu y.  He was a
Fry Cook at a Pondero$a for a whi le,  He
worked for the Tr ibune sol ic i t ing car-
r iers and dur ing the summer af ter  he
graduated he worked at 'n ights in a

Alan was act ive in church
scout ing and when he was 13
awarded h is Eag le Award an d
went on to get two palms for i t .

and in
he was

then he

plast ic factory in Wheaton.

Q h-aptet ly_en_ty,,Q_ne : T_he _L-ate! _ Y-earg_in C h i sago._Pege-l_23


	ch21_p169
	ch21_p170
	ch21_p171
	ch21_p172
	ch21_p173

