


never qui te see why anyone would not l re

a lvlormon.

We used to go to church together as

a fami ly,  Dad always san g in the choir

and Mom worked in the Pr imary as long
as lcan remember.  ld idn' t  l ike Pr imary
which was held on Tuesdays af ter  school

and I  never mi*s*d a chance to skip i t

when I  couid by going to the " f i rst  hol*

low",  a wi ld area ful l  < l f  wi l lows that I

loved to explore.

When lwas i l  lwa.* bapt ized. The

deed was done in Bear River not far f ran"r

w here General Conner massacred mor frl

indians than were ki l led at  Wounderi  l ' - f ' t r )e

or $and Creek. We didn' t  wear wl t i te;

c lothing for the ordinance, just  ovet^al ls

and there was no short  meet ing to explain

the ordinance just  performed" I  became a

member of  The Church of  Jesus Christ  of

l -at ter Day $aints that day.

Hal loween was always a special  t ime

for us.  We were very c lever at  the
pran[<s we pul ler l '  $ome peoplo didn' t

have indoor plulmbing and used a pr ivy

(wood bathroom) our in their  back yard"

f t  was general ly about 4 'x 4 'and 7'

high, wi th two comfortable (?) seats over

an open pi t .  There were only a few of

thr+m lef t  and i t  was a real  ach ievement to

t i  p one of these over.  You can now

understand why I 've never complained

about giv ing out a l i t t le candy when kids

came "tr ick or t reat ing" on hal loween.

They put you in ja i l  for  doing t i^ros€ kind

of praRks now.

We used to have'a lot  of  futr  at  an

area west <l f  Preston cal led the "sand

hi l ls"  which was tne ci ty dump. The land

area where Preston is s i tuated is rela-

t ively f lat  but  about 3 rni les west,  over

the eoRS of t ime t f re Beer River cut  a

r i ver bCIttom p robab I y 3OO or so feet

below Preston's elevat ion. Since Preston

has existed, people have taken af  l  their

1unk, old cars,  ref  r igerators,  etc and just

rc l l led them down the hi l l .  No one ever

bothered to cover it, they j ust p i led

layer upon layet" .  Sani tat ion regulat ions
and agency $upsrvis ion would not al low

this to be done now. A couple of  t imes a
year we would go down and spend al l  day
just  scavenging the dump grounds. We

were not al  lowed to b r in g an yth in g

home. We'd just  h ide our terr i f ic  f inds of

the day. You can' t  imagine al l  of  the

valuable th ings we found. Looking back

CIn i t  I  ' l  l  never k now how we kept f  rom

r*ut t ins ourselves to bi ts or gett ing the

bubonic plague.

During those years there was a Civ i l -

ian Conservat ion Corp (CCC) camp up Cub

R iver.  Ycluth w ho cou ld f  in d no work

dur ing the depression jo ined the CCC and

worked on conservat ion projects.  They

were d is l iked b y the commun i ty because

they would cCIme to town on Satufday

nights and raise a bi t  of  hel l .  I  l ike i t

because I  col lect  the beer bott les in the

park the next morning and sold them for

2 cents a bott le.  Now, years later,  the

resul ts of  thei lgood work (parks'  camp

$ rounds, mountain t ra i ls ,  roads, and

paths) are found al l  over the west.

My Dad thought that  we chi icJren

should be kept busy at  a l l  t imes and he

was very creat ive and successful  at

f inding us jobs.  When I  was I  I  had mY

first  paper route.  l toak over Bry 's Sal t

L.ake TeleSr&m r"clurB. l t  ws$ the stvening

edi t ion of  the $al t  Lake Tr ibune. I  del ive-

red th is route on our horse, old Queen,

an d I ' l  I  never forget those freezi  ng w i  nt-

er nights.  Being in compet i t ion wi th the

Deseret News and being a non-mormon
paper i t  wasn' t  too popular in an al l  Mor-
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mon community.  Final ly Russ and leach

got a morning route of  the $al t  Lake

Tribune. I  had to buy my route and patd

$100"00 (  S months prof  i t )  for  i t .  T he

papers sold for  $1.O5/month and there

was a 30 cent prof i t  on each customer.

There were 4 routes in Preston. Fluss ancl

I  had 2 an rJ boys f  rom another fami lv had

the other two. I  had a hundrecl  customers

arrd so I  could c lear $30.ClO a month i f  I

col lectecJ f  rom al l  m y customers.  l -  h is was

a fortune for a person of  my age. Every

mort l ing,  r f t {n or shine, snow or blow I

del ivered t l r r :se papers and only a few

t imes did Dad or anyone taxe me in the

car.

I tuss and I  woulc l  gs Sel  $tJf"  paper l :

ahout S:30 fr .m. anct he home about t3:{)0,

c leanup, have br"eakfast '  and away tcr

school  by 8:45. l f  i t  snowed real  hard I

might be late for  school ,  or  perhaps the

Fraper$ were late in coming and I 'd del iv-

er them after school .  l t  wa$ a seven day

a'  week job an d i t  lasted for about g

years.  I  wore out several  b ikes c lur ing

those years.

The worst  part  of  the job was the

col lect ing,  Dur ing the depression years

many of  the custr :mers were on rel lef

(  PWA or WPA ) an d to col lect  yCIu had to

be there the night that  t f rey r"eceiverJ

their  pay checks. General ly they didn' t

make enough tc l  pay al l  of  their  b i i ls  and

the credi tor  who wasn' t  wai t ing for  them

to come home on pay day dic ln ' t  get  paic l

that  month.

$ome of thB CIther i r " rbs mv Oad fnunr l

for  u$ inclucjed mixing and spreaej ing

poison bai t  for  the farmers,  loadi t rg wt)ol

in box cars when t l re wool  market ing pool

solcJ their  spr ing shear ing, stenci l ing

bleachers at  the fa i r  ground, passing out

checks to farmers for  the A.AA acreage

conipl iance, and measur ing farm acrea$d

for  the Department of  Agr icul ture.

Dad wa$ a good teacher in man Y
way$. He once gave Russ and I  each a

calf to cere trlr. l '{e agreed to buy the

feed, but we wsre to be ful ly responsible

for their  car"e.  l t  was ag reed that i f  we

d i  d n ' t  take care of  them thei  r  ow nersh ip

would revert  back to Dad. Dur ing the

$ummer we slacked off  an d d id n ' t  take

care of  them but Dad did.  In the fa l l  he

sold the two calves and didn' t  g ive us a
penny. We real ly thought he'd get sof t
an d g ive us the money f  rorn the sale.

After that I  k new that a deal w i th Dad

was a deai ! ! !

!}4s,-.-Bu $s,*an d -. MasK-Ksnnin gtsn -w ilh
w Lth*.our"-*:H -"sal Y"ss*at Jhs Qsden

J r. t,i yeslp"sllghext'

I  was usual lY a member of  one of  the

4*H clubs that my father was responsible

for promoting. For several  years we used

dairy cat t le f  rom mY dad's herd but

occasionai ly we'd raise a ste*r,  show i t  at

the Jr .  L ivestock $how in Ogden and then

sel l  i t  at  the auct ion there. The rnarket

in those days paid about I  to I  cents per

lb.  ( l ive weight)  but  buyers would pay as

high as 15 cents for a 4-H cal f .  A 500#

cai f  woulc l  br ing $75.00 and since Dad

gave us the cal f  and furnished the feed



i t  w.r--  a l l  c lear Prof i t .

My Father ratsed purebred Holstein

mi l t< cows and bv select ive breeding hacJ

develcped qui te a gor id hercl .  Dur ing t t r r

fa l l  of  t l re year I re would select  the besi

of  h is l rurd for  the fa i r  entry.

Rt iss an d I  wou l r l  t t rerr  t ra in ar i  i j

g room thern for" Del Mar an d S pence to

show at t f re fa i rs.  County,  Distr ict ,  ar id

$tate Fairs had contests w here an yc ' f l t+

could brr t rg their  b*st  l ivestock and i r l

competr t ion have theff i . tudged ag*i inst  the

entr ies of  other c la i r -ymerr i r i  the area'  Al l

were jucJged again$t a theoret ical lv per '*

fect  physical  spectmen for each breerJ-

0el and SpenSe. BU,p$- And- [ trained
D*ads gattf e an-d- P-e:! " an d "$p-enge -shqwe-9
them at lhele-irs- a-n.d us-e-d -the monev

tq pay -fa!: jheln-gpf le-gq -eX Fe[!$Qs'

We would start  about July 15th to s let
the "s l towstr ing" i r r  their  best  physical

condi t ion.  We'd t ra i r r  t l ' rem to lead with a

hal ter  and stanr l  cnrrect ly wl t i le the

j  u d ge com pared them w i th al  I  the oi  helr l ,

of  the same age. r /ve'd bed them in deep

straw,,  feed them extra grain and hay'  put :

b lankets on to get them to shed the ex-

cess hair  and make their  h ide condi t ion

srnooth an d si  I  k y.  We'd lead them arou n cj

anc! &fcrr : i ld so the:r  were used to the

halter an d wou i rJ stan d j  ust  so.  We usua*

l l  y showed them : : ; :  ,  , f f .che County (  Logan ) ,

Frankl in County lPt"eston),  Bannock Cou-

nty iFncatel lo)  and Eastern ldaho Distr ict

iBlaci ' : toot) .  We'd ioad al l  the cat t le,

usual ly about 1 0 *r  12 in t rucks w i th al l

k inds of  equipm*nto s leef: ing bags'  l ives*

tc ie h feed and away we went.  Usual ly each

fair  lasted about three days and we'd go

the day before t f re show. l t  was almost a

week'$ vacation at each f ai r .  I  n ,  a good

year the pr ize money won could be as

much as $5O0.00 which would be used to

help Del  and Spence with their  col lege

expgn$es.

Rusg an"-d Lshgw lll-g" su-r-gattle- at*ejatr'

We woultJ get our stal ls assignments

in the barns,  bed down the animals and

hear j  for  the cf l rn ival .  Those fairs had

some pret ty raunchy side shows. People

witn r jeformi ' f ies of  a l l  k inds ( l ike the

elepnant man) and sCIme t imes a l i t t le
pornrrgraphy wsr€ exhibi ted.  l t  wa$ dis*

gust in{ i  even for a l i t t le k id.  At  n ights we

slept in the l rnrn wi th the catt le,  We'd

f ium nrpund t i i *  r r l i rJway in the eveningsn

trut  in the ear ly Bart  of  the day we work-

er l .  We got u P about 5:OO, cleaned the

barn,  washerC the catt le,  braided their

ta i ls ,  sander j  ancl  shined their  horns and

ha: i , res w i t f r  shoe pol ish,  pol ish the hal-

ters ancl  then Dut on our wI l i te pants and

i
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shir ts and we were ready to whip the

world.  Dat i  had an excel lent  herd'of

cat t le and we always won more than our

share of  r ibbons. We showed catt le for

proi iab ly s ix to eig ht  years" Del  an d

$pence started i t  and i t  just  k inci  ot

Srew intc l  a t radi t ion'  We l<ept i t  $oing
after they had g raduated f  rom col lege

an d for  man y years i t  was a normal for

the Kear ls to be on the "show circut t" .  We

became pr"et ty wel l  known to the other

exhi l r i tors,  Dacl  was a $uper intendent of

some sort at botlr  the F ran k l in Cou ntv

Fair  and the Southeastern ldaho Drstr ict

f -a i r  at  Blackfoot for  a number of  year$"

Russ and- l-sluu-mgs-aJtle-at !h,e
Easlern--f d-alt-o- D-is-Lrj"-cj F-eir in Bles-kf,Qet.

We, of cCIurse, had expenses. VIe'd eat

our^ meals at  the concession stands, sci  we

f igured out a way to earn money. Those

who brouglr t  cows that had to be mi iked

real ly had no use for the rnt lk so we

talked them into giv ing i t  to us'  ! {e 'd

take i t  and barter i t  wi th the car"nival

foocl  concessionair$*s for 10 cents a gal lon

taken in t rade for our meals.  Also we'd

take i t  to the people who brought pigs to

the show" They l iked to have fresh mi lk

t*  help fat ten their  p igs '  One hog exhib*

i tor was Vic F i ,sher f  rom Oxford. f {e was

st ingy and knew we had more mi lk than

we couid sel l  so he'd beat us down on the

pr ice to 5 cents a gal lon,  knowing ful l

wel  I  we'd sel  I  to h im. I  g uess i t  was a

l i t t le dishonest (real ly more than a l i t t le)

but we'd add water to the mi lk for  Vicn

then he'd di lute i t  wi th water before he

fed i t  to his pigs.  " l -he poor pigs were

dr inking c$l*red water.

$pence and BrY were alwaYs doing

fun and exci t ing th ings. They got the

br iEht ic jea about th is t ime of  sel l ing f i r -

eworks at  |daho Day (June 14) and on

July 4th.  At  that  t ime you could buy al l

k inds of  f i recrackersn torpedo bombs
(almo$t an yth in g that wa$ explcls ive).

They order"ed several  b ig boxes ful l  of

explosives f rom $al t  Lake City and we

w ent to F ran k I  i  n,  I  daho for the celeb-

r at. ion r: ' f  lcJaho's $tatehood' put up a

l i t t le starrd by the s ide of  the road and

were in business. ldon' t  recal l ,  but  I

g uess we J ust worl<ed for BrY and

$pence. l t  was esf :ecial ly exci t inS when

$ome inebr iated bum would come uB and

start  waving his c igarette over the top of

$5O0.OO worth of  f i reworks. I  don' t  know

how wel l  we did f inancial ly,  but  we kept

seff ing them every year at  Preston'

Weston, and Frankl in on al l  of  the local

hol idays unt i l  the state out lawed any kind

of f  i reworks,  putt i r rg us out of  busines$'

$-Ben.ge : A.n-Ait" Fgrge*Uaigr- Uith ?
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With a bunch of  boys there were al-

ways l* t : i  r : f  pract ical  Jokes. Once we got

a 6 vol t  dry cel l  bat tery and with a Model

A l-or- q: coi l  we cou ld generate $ome

prettv high vol tages'  (n ford cc" i t l  was a

I  i t t le woor jen box contain in g the w i  res for

a smal l  t ransformer.  With i t  the vol tage of

a Sv. car i rat tery could be int"reased unt i l

i t  couid f i re the spark plugs of  the car) .

We frad i t  mou nted u n der ou r car ari  tJ

wired $o we could shock anyone touching

the car by pressrng a switch hidden

under the dash. Once the wires to the

i  g n i t ion coi  ls  got w rap ped arou n d t  he

transmission shaft  of  our car.  f  he t rans-

mission shaft  tore t l re coi ls loose an cl  as

the shaft  rotated the coi ls startecl  pound*

ing the bottom of the car,  f  r ightening my

father.

In tho*e days You could buy an old

Model "T" Ford Auto for  a lmost nothins.

You would then str ip of f  everything but

the frame, wheels,  engine, dash board and

a gas tan k ( w h ich stayed to car ry gas

and was also used as a seat ' )  One day I

was barely hanging on to a f r iends "T"

and he hi t  a bump. I  fe l l  of f  and wa$

knocked unconscious for qui te a whi le-  |

c l idn' t  dare te l l  Mother and Dad about i t .

When we were r ; rds,  9 or 10 Years oi tJ,

we woui 'J hi tchhikc '  30 mi les to Logan tc:

see the col lege footbal l  games at  Utaf t

State on Saturdays in the fa l l .  We'd bum

a r ide to Logan, crawl under the fence at

; i r1 i r r igat ion di tc i r  r they had i r r igat ior i

u.J i tches that no one guarded')  V!e 'd se&

ths gfrme an d b u ; -  several  Paper tn i  n

hamburgers at  2 fnr  a nickel  and fr i tch

hike back home again af ter the game'

Boy were ou r pai ; '*nts tru st i n g . No ba,J

incidents ever happened that I  recal l .

Things were InexPensive in those

days" Regular Sasc: l ine sold for  twenty

centr i  a gal lon and dur ing pr ice wars
got down to ten , ; j *nts a gal lon.

M-e"-in -m Y- -S es-ul- - U-nLf o-rn,
l r i  1938, when I  was 15 mY me go to

t f re i ' iat ional  Boy $cout Jamboree in Wash-

in g lon, D. C. i r i  1 938. We made a tou r  of

Ch icago, Detroi t ,  Boston, Washington'

St.  Louis and home. Al l  of  the faci l i t ies

for the Jamboree including the Mess

Tents and the tents we slePt in were
pi tched on the mal l  between th** Washing-

ton Mon ument an d the W h its l ' ' louse. We

vis i ted most the the museums and

Government Off  ices in Wash in gton w h i  le

we were t  here,

Yt'e used to go to CamP Hunt on Bear

Lake for a week each sumrner '  One $um-

mer I wore an ol d pai r of trousers an d

earl  y i  n the week the worn seat gave

out.  For days I  d ied a thousand deaths

from embarras$ment of  knowing that my

shorts were show in g.

Near ly every Year we drove to Sal t

Lal<e just  before Christmas to do our

shopping i r t  t f ro bie ei tY,  Fad hsd &

Plymouth Ct:uFe (one seat)  and we would

r ide in the t runk, and I  mr, inn t runk. We

wou ld ieave the i  i  d u p a few inches an d

r ide cur led i l t )  l ike a bunch of  sardines

under a huge pi i*  of  b lankets dur ing the

tr ip.  We had an old car horn that You

i t
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prnched the bulb to honk. We'd wai t

unt i l  Dad was r id ing the center l ine and

then hon k the horn.  Dad wou ld s low

down and pul l  c lear over and kind of  wai t

for the traff  ic to pass. After he had

forgotten about the horn we'd honk at

him again.  Of course there was no one in

sight.  He wa$n' t  very happy about that

t r ick.  !1e kept doing i t  a l l  the way to

Salt  Lake. We had Sames we played to
pas$ the t ime and there were very c lever

rhyming signs advert iz ing Burma Shave

alon g the road to read, A typical  ot" le

said,  "The Bearded Lady tr ied a jar .  Now

she's a famous movis star""

We would stay wi t f r  our Aunt Gractq"

She and U ncle George kept a "  Par lCIr '

Grocery $tore" (one of  the w&ys that
people weathered the depression) in the

f  ront of  her home at 619 South West

Temple.  They didn' t  have much rocJrn so

we slefJt  on pal lets on ths f loor.  Me:st  of

our Chr istmas shopping was tJone i t i  the

l0 cent stores.  I  remember one year that

we each had $1 .?5 to b t t  y al  I  of  0u r

Ch r istmas presents.  That t r ip was ar l

event which we lcoked forward to each

year w i th much del ig ht .  T here were

many kids in Preston who had never been

to Sal t  Lake City u nt i l  af ter  they had
g rad u ated f rom H i g tr Sc hool.

Edna Rae was Aunt Grace's only

chi ld.  Even though she was f iussel l 's  age

she was the biS ci tv gir l  and kind of

something special .  Very pret ty,  long dark

hair ,  lots of  pret ty c lothes, and she had

her own candy store.  Aunt Grace wct- l

n lways kind of  f r ightening when we were

young. She seem awful ly stern and yet i t

was exci t ing to be there in the big c i ty at

C h r istmas.

Ai Chr istmas, Santa Claus usual iY

brought us one CIr twr"r  toys and'  a bag of

hareJ candV, huts,  an apple,  orange and a
coconut in our stocking. Before Christmas
we found and played with most of  our

toys.  I  remember playing with a wind-up

train (few people cou ld afford an d elect-
r ic t ra in)  unt i l  we broke the dr ive spr ing
for the engine and how angry my Father
was because he thot. tght that he had been
scr ld a defect ive toy.  We didn' t  have the
courage to admit  that we broke i t .  Nearly
every Chr istmas we would be given a
book. We used to try with great effort to
snare Santa on Christmas Eve but were
never $uccessful .  Conversely,  Dad went to
g reat ef fort  to s imu late Santa Claus. One
year there were s le igh t racks and candy
that $anta spi l led in the snow a$ he lef t
leading r ight  up to the f ront door and
t i ien out to the street.

Preston used to award pr iees for the
houses that had the best house decor-
at ions f , t  Ohristmas" We won the pr ize for
man y year$. One year we went over to
Weston Canyon and cut a whole car fu l l  of
pine bourghs, we wired thern into gar-

lands and with str ings of  f ights hung
them along the eaves and gables of  our

house. The house seemed beaut i fu l  when
covered with snow. One year Bry made a
large d raw in g of  a Ch r istmas scene of the
wise men on plywood which we mounted
between ou r  gab les.  We cut i t  out an d

s potted f lood I i g hts on it.
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