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Mother and Dad moved to Mt.  Clemens'

Michigan in JulY of  1942 and I  went

along. lwas exci ted about moving to a

strange new ci ty in a strange part  of  the

cou ntr  y.

Ihe".hoxne an"-ths. ehores*sf -kahs
StJlair tt h ere- :u_ej-r v e_d*3h aI f_Lrst

quX0iner$*that-uq wsre- i n Mich i ssn,

The f i rst  house we l ived in was a

huge home east of  Mt.  Clemens on the

shore of  Lake St.  Clair .  We l ived there

most of  the summer and i t  was exci t ing to

I  ive on a real  i :  r  g lake an d

swim at a dock In our own

to be able to

back yard.

Towards fal i  we moved into town in a

convent ional  home on High Street in a

middle c lass neighborhood. Mother and

Dad later bought a house on Mi l ler  Street

w here they l iveC most of  the t ime that

they were in | .d ich i  gan. Mt.  Clemens was

about 20 mi le, ;  north of  Detroi t '  Many
years ago it hail been a resort town with

a health spa. There were many foul  smel l -

ing sulphur *prr ings in the town that

were made into health baths at  the hotels

i  n the tow n.  I  t  was a mid d le c lass Jew ish

summer resort  s imi lar  to $aratoga Spr ings

in New York at  id F rench Lick in Ind iana'

T here were marl  y large old fash ioned

hotels wi th wicJe verandas whero Jewish

Famil ies sat  in the evenings and vis i ted
with each other.

T[qllQugg- orL.Miller Street that mv
pafentE_zu!:ch a*ssd*gn-d-U here thev J i ved

Me "1zJ--eers-that thev were
in Mj*c-hjsan,

Delmar Bryant
Dad Me (Cyr i t )
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There was no LDS church in h4t.  Clem*
ens so we drove into Detroi t  each Sunday

to atten d ou r ch u rch meetin gs at a

b ranch that met in the home clf the

Ensign fami ly who l ived on the Northeast
side of  Detroi t  at  about 8 mi le road.
(These Ensigns had been neighbors of

Mary's in Sal t  Lake and later we were to

meet Dick Ensign, one of  their  sons, who

was about my dg€, in Chicago at  Naper*

vi l le where he had moved to.)  The branch

was so smal l  that  we could al l  meet in the

l iv ing room of their  home. We'd go down

early enough for pr iesthood meet ing and

Mom and Phyl l is  would wai t  in the car

whi le we went to Pr iesthood Meet ing and

then we'd al l  go to $unday School .  Often

after ch u rch we'd go i nto Detroit an d

watch the Tigers play basebal l .  ln later
years we went to a chapel on the west

side of  detroi t .  I  was impressed by the

number of  Mormons who had also migrated

to Detroi t  to take good jobs i  n the in-

dustr ies around the ci ty
(Romneys, An d rews, F nsi  9lhs,  an d others.  )

ldglh-er-end"-D--ad- atthe "Q u g ar -Eeqterv
ujllr a big bse-l

Russ and I spent most of that summer
working as a carpenter making repairs at
the plant. I  replaced b roken g lass in
several  hundred windows and painted

window frames. One of  the worst  jobs I 've
ev€r worked at  was cleaning out Lime

Tanks. The work was eonf in ing,  hotr  and
dusty.  I  breathed l ime dust al l  day long.

I  decided then that I  was going back to
school and get a better job than that on€.

At the end of  the $ummer we went wi th
the plant mi l lwr ight  (carpenter)  to

Monroe, Michigan to repaired and bui ld
su gar beet d ump, T hese were wooden

structures used to unload beets from the

farmers trucks and then reload them into

rai l road cars for sh ipment to the plant

for processing into sugar.  One evening

we drove to Toledo and $aw a Burlesque
Show. Burlesque was a stage shows that

featured comic,  usual ly bawdy ski ts and

stri ptease acts.) el d Pete Moser (the

Mi l lwr ight) ,  and Ear l  ? were moro exci ted

about i t  than Russ and l .  l t  wasn' t  a very
gcnd show. l t  was k in d of  rau nch Y. I

th i  n k I  was seein g Bu r lesgue in i t 's  d y-

ing days.

!tsth-er,- DAd. an-d- $Bancgr-9n the-pprch
d-thsjzu$son,ffi

The war years were real  d i f f icul t  ones

for Mother and Dad. At the end of the

war Delmar was in Belg ium as a 2nd Lt .

wi th an Ant i  Alrcraf t  Bn. defending the

supply ports at  Brussels,  Spence was a

ehapt-e*rSeygn :*-l"tt, Q|gnLe-nI an{ Utqh State'-f-Age 56.



Maintenance and Su pF: ly Off  icer w i th a

P-36 Fighter Group in Afrrca and l ta ly.

Bry was a Naval  Off  icsr  on a Destrc iver in

the Paci f ic  support ing t roop landings and

lwas in an Armored Divis ion in Germany.

I  th in k Russ had the hardest job of  a l l *

t ry ing to keep the farm gt: ing.  He had

very bad var ico$e veins and h is d raf t

board had classi f ied him 4*F. ( ' i 'he

classi f  icat ion used fcr  those with t lhysi<;al

defects that  preventsrJ mi l i tarv service.)

MBthp"r" f,nd .Phvllis c,n-Jj:e pprp"h pf the
hp-use*Bn-jl{il le!' gtree-I" raading a letter

f-rom - p"n e 9f -u I - bP-Y s-.'

I  th ink the war years were hardest or l

Mom, moving to a new area far removed

from fr iends, at  the age of  50,  wi th four

of  her chi ldren in far  away places. l " t :

was, I 'm sure, about al l  they, |v lctnt  ar l ( i

Dad, could take. l f  i t  l radn' t  been for

Phyl l is  I  don' t  th ink they'd have made i t "

She was a special  person for them' $he

had lots of  ta lent ,  ambit iot-r '  personal i ty '

and dr ive.  She kept Mom and Dad too

busy to worrY much about us other

chi ldren and the problems in the war lc l .

An Air  Force base, $el f  r id Sft  F ie lrJ v las

located in Mt, Clernens and they took i.f ir ' f f

of  many church fami l ies that  were

stat ioned there. T hey were k in d of  su r ' -

rogate parents to many young couples

taking them into their  home and helping

them w i th an y personal prob f  ems they

had.
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I t  was also di f f icul t  for  Dad'  t ry ing

to restore an d p rof itab I y ru n an ol d

,rbsolete factory near a major production

center (Detroi t )  for war goods in a labor

intensive industry.  There were always

labor and mater ial  problems and some-

th in g i  n the f  actr : ry was always b reak in g

dow n. $u gar nrnde f rom beets competed

w i th su CIar made f  rom cane w h ich was

much cheaper to produce. He worked long

and hard wi thout much to show for his

labors.  Now, hnowing a l i t t le about feasib*

i  I  i ty stu d ies,  I  won der how an yone cou ld

have been as tool ish as the "Golden Cycle

Corp. " was*lc ha-yp bou s ht th+t# tqry.

Me-abqul-Iheji$e" I started-gt Utgh State'

In January ,  1942, I  started col lege at

Utah State Ag r icu l tu ral  Col lege. l  majored



in Civ i l  Engineer ing.  l took the usual
undergraduatecourses: Al  $ebra,  Draf t i  n E,
FhyEics,  Chemistryn etc.  How I  hated w hat
appeared to me to be ths smug super*
ior i ty of  the en g ineer in g stu dents f  rom
the big c i t ies of  Logan and Ogden. They
had had a l i t t le draf t ing and I  fe l t  in*
ferior.

I  started l iv  in g at  the Sigma Alpha
E psi lon f ratern ity house. ( Noth i n g more
than a cheap boarding house).  Al l  of  my
brothers had belonged and l ived there.

A ne-nd", Qalder Piskett, f!:o_rJr _Preslon
and_ | tn _the $A-E _!_r_v_r_ng"-fe9ln.

I  n those days there was on I  y one
dormitoFy, o women, at  Utah State.  There
were no Dorms for men an d no housin g

for marr ied couples. Most students found
l iv ing quarters in pr ivate homes and ate
w i th thei  r  lan d lords or at  restau rants.
Some of the fel lc lws wou ld "  batch "  (  do
their  own cooking and housekeeping).  One
of my fr iends poached deer in the surn-
mer and l ived on i t  for  the whole school
year.  Since Delmar,  Spencer and Bryant
had al I atten ded U tah State at the same
time an d on I y a few years before me
nearly every one at  the col lege knew at
least one of them. Bryant had been edi tor

of  the Universi ty Newspaper and Delmar
had worked in the U niversi ty Publ ic i ty
Office. The total co:;t of board and room
at the SAE house was g18.O0lmonth, There
weren' t  many places where you could l ive
less expensively than that.  Four of  us,
Calder Pickett ,  Stan Anderson, Ray f t / i lson
an d I roomed toget her. The rooms were
smal I  an d crow ded. We had dou b le deck
bun k beds. Ray an r j  I  s lept on the top
b u n k.  We have kep' i :  in touch an d been
close fr iends ever srf ' ' tce that t ime.

M e, f_egl b- all _nn ana s e r -K_eafl,*_W--r! X_my
9-q-uiB!:nent E-art--

I  had returned to Utah State in the
fal l  of  1942. I  had been appointed Footbal l
Manager and a great amount,  too much,
of my free t ime wa$ used for th is dur-
ing the fal l  quarter.  I 'm not sure why I
appl ied for  that  job.  I  l ike footbal l  but
I 've never been too impressed with the
"Jocks" who play i t .  l t  was my job to

take car€ of  the equiprn€nt and to pick

up the uni forms af ter  a bunch of  rough,
u ncouth, careless footbal l  p layers.  My
biggest problem was try ing to prevent

thefts of  equipment by the players.  The

reward for th is job was travel ing by
train with the team lo their  out of  town
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games at  Colorado SPrihgs'  BYU' and

even to such far away places as Wichi ta '

Kansas. On the way back from the sames

someone wou ld bu y u p $ome cheap l iq-

uor and there would be part ies in the

sleeping cars occuPied bY the

team. "smi l ing Dick" (E'  L '  RomneyJ wirs

the coach. He had his own party in l r is

bed room on ou r v{ay home f rom t}ie

games. Utah State didn' t  have much of a

team in those days and we lost most of

ou r games. Most of the players on teartls

at schools in Utal 'r were from Utah' I

never saw a negro player '  The U of U got

rnost of the good CIne$ and won mast of

the games with schools in Utah'  BYU wa$

usually a poor 3rd place to the U r"rf tJ

and Utah State'

That fa l l  lmet Your mother '  MarY

Wal ker,  an d I  was smit ten '  Mary belon g-

ed to the Alphf i  Chi  Omega $oror i tv anr j

the gir is f rom that sroup dated a lot  of

the fe l lows f  rom the $AE Fraterni ty '  I  met

her at  one *f  the infprmal house par-t ies

thet were often held' After e garne clr on

week en ds, dates wou I d come to the

house, dr ink cokes and dance to the re-

cord player.

l  had several  dates wi th Mary'  c ioubl-

ing wi th Calder Pickett ,  Ray Wilsot i '  or

StanAndersonandtheirgir I f r iends"0n
oneofourf i rstdatesMaryandlwentto
a movie in the old Capi to l  Theatre ' icwn

on main street in Logan where et  t t te

intermission a cash lot ' teny award was

made. OUr t iCket r . ' r , i ' ,  1 i - i {*  pf iZe that

night,  $1fr , i l0 wi '

those daYs. Wl

f  und for futurt '

ed being used i '

on the cost of

together. We Got

together on lesi '

ed meet in g in t  I

Mfi.IY*-wnsn.-l*M

MarY woulsj  buy sweet rol ls on her

way to scho$l and I 'd buy the coffep'

After we were marr ied I  found that she

d idn' t  l i  ke cof fee an d she hasn' t  had a

cup since then. We went to Dances at the

LDS lnst i tute and the Dansant '  Every now

and then we would get "extra th ick" mi lk

shakes at Winget 's '  At a movie we went to

the played "Always" and we decided to

have that as "our song" '

both had free

together at the

bi  rd-

classes to have coffee

col lege dinner,  The Blue-

,r  lot e:f  mtin{" ly in

, .J to hold i t  in a

' is  t t re fund start-

. i r ted economrzrr lg

ings that we did

; l  a whcle evenir tg

,  cents.  We star ' t -
-n ings, when we

Mery-and I qtudYlng Joggthgr.'
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Our dai ly meet ings expanded into
walks along the banks of  the Logan Canal
which wa$ just  over the brow of  the hi l l
south of the Utah State campu$. We start*
ed studying together in the col lege l ib-
rary,  and found many other inexpensive
ways of being together.

That Chr istmas I  stayed in Logan. My
brother,  Russel l ,  d idn' t  want to spend his
Senior Year in Mt.  Clemens in a strange
ci ty and at  a strange High School .  He wa$
going steady with Kathryn Warr,  who had
been our neighbor when we were in
Preston an d w hcl was a f reshman at Utah
State.  Russel l  was boarding in Preston
dur ing that last  year and bcth of  us were
happy to stay in Utah for that  part icular
Christmas Hol iday.

RuSs. Kati e, end *Ji,mm-Le_gn gfi"p,
visits tg*Mrshlgqn.

of their

Dur ing the Chr istmas hol idays Calder
Pickett  and I  went to Salt  Lake and I  met
Mary's mother for the f i rst  t ime. Mary's
father was a Lt .  Cmdr.  i r t  the Navy and

wa$ stat ioned in New caledon ia as

Personal Officer at the advanced Naval
Base for the Southwest Pacif ic Fleet

commanded by Admiral  GhormleY.

I  was very apprehensivee about meet-
ing her mother,  making a good impression

and being accepted by her.  Calder and I
stayed at  Mary 's house, s leeping in their
basement the f i rst  n ight .  Mary didn' t
k now we were stay r  n g in Salt  Lake City
for two nights.  Calder knew the manager
of the Capitol  Theatr 'e and the next night
we saw him and slept behind the stage on
musty old sofas. In those days i t  was just

a shabby old movie theatre and not the
elegant home of the Bal let  West that i t  is
now.

Mary3 Dad : F. Edward*Wal"[ee

B y Feb ruary we were goin g together
very stead i I y an d as we wal ked home
from a dance on the steps of the Logan
Jr.  High I  gave Mar"y my fraterni ty pin.
This was fol lowed by the t radi t ional
serenading and giv ing Bluebird Chocola-
tes to the gir ls at  her soror i ty house and
passin g out c i  gars to the fel lows at my
f raterni ty.  A big expense for a poor boy'

elgptel seven - - ML*G I emens--an d-UMe-- 00,
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