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Holly Keafl
772 Twilight Drive
Ctegcent Springs, KY 41017

Dear HoIIy'

f couldn't Put my hands on my two patents, but now I think I know

where they are (in a folder on the shelf above my computer in Bountiful) and

when I go there again I'II make a copy of the complete patentg and send them to

you. But herets a copy of the tirct page of each of them down to and including

the extract,

Both patents were fot the construction of refrigeratore, The ffust one is

fot a pressure renef valve so that the doors can be mote easily oPened - and
\-/ the second is about how to make an opening so that the evaporatot can be

assembled into the freezer compartment and the opening then closed. This is

explained in the abstracts to the Patentg.

Both patents wete assigned to General Electtic. When I waE young,

everyone who wolked far General Electric had to sign a patent agreement when

they stafied working for them agreeing to sigln over their patents to the

comPeny whenever they invented something, It was assumed that patt of your

iob was to invent and that you hlete being paid for that in your weekly pay

check, This was a comman practice with most large companies. In most cases that

patent was only of value to the company you wotked fot but accasionally

someone wouid invent something that was very valuable and giwing it to the

company was unfair to them, A member af the chutch invented man-made

diamonds and he sued the General Electric for the patent fights and won his law

suit. Your Dad knew his daughter in Chicago' Sn Bartholomew.

The company did give a token payment to those who teeeived a patent'

At first it was a $25.00 War Bond and then they increased it to a $700'00 War

Band and when you had several inventions they gave you a paper weight,

"fnventors Award". I am giving you my "Inventors Award" to use to hold down
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the papers on your desk, When you.come out next wetll go to a place I know and

have a plaque made that will tell about it, (Where it came from and why I

received it), When you get old, yoLr can give it to one of yaur children, OI{?

Patents are granted by the government and allow you ta have exclusive

rights to that idea for a period of 77 years, fn ,some cases they are valuable,

The thermal break between the steel inside walls of a refrigerator and the steel

autside walls is a must (a breaker strip) when you build a refrigerator, Jim

Knight gat that patent and aII the other companies who made refrigerators paid

GE for it's uset or probably traded the use of good patents they held fot it's

use.

Patents are thought to be an incentive to make creative inventions. Most

compenies find w6rys around the patents, The US have most af the patents on

micro circuits which at'e ess ential to the production of computers but the

Japanese will find ways araund those patents and will soon be the warld

supplier of computers just as they are the only m&nufactuz"er af television sets.

So patents don't really do aII they should and most comPanies depend on getting

a "head start" and keeping what they know a secret from others,

You Great Grand Father Chase Kearl once invented a fertilizer spreader

made of a hot water tank, He drilled small holes in outside of the tank, added a

door to put in the fertilizer and wheels on its ends and then as th€ horses

pulled it the fertilizer fell through the holes and onto the ground, I don't think

he patented this idea but many farmers made them until more efficient anes were

made and sold by farm equipment companies,

I'm waiting to hear what your next patent will be,

Love fram your grandfather,

Papa Zero
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Mary's mother v is i ted us qui fe of ten

and we usual ly went to Chicago to rneet

and dr ive her^ down to Louisvi l le.  This

saved her the chan ge of  p lanes an o

sometimes airports.  Whi le we were there

we'd v is i t  museums, zoos, and other
intere*t ing places. One t ime in Chicago,

l f lew to l thaca to pick up my father

whi le Mary and the chi ldren stayed in

Ch icago. Wh i le they waited they decided

try a r ide on the subway and by acc-

ident Gary got of f  at  the wrong trair ,

stat ion.  The doors c losed and Gary wi is

lef t  behind. He was 11 years oic j .  N4ary
got of f  at  the r text  stat ion caui ; f i t  the

next t ra in back. Lt"rck,  i ly  sot ' reci f i t t  to l tJ

her which t ra in t*  get  a i t .  ! 'Vrrert  , ih.*  g i , t

to the stat ion he was at ,  sne s1{- ; l rc i i red i - i ' i . ;

t ra in to stop, Al l  t l ie c i r i l rJr t :n wert t  to

the door and yel led,  "Gary.  "  He hoppec

on board and away they went back tcr

the c i ty.  Luck i ly  Gary had the goocl

sense to stay put,  He didn' t  know the

hotel  we were stay in g at  or  w here he

was at  the moment and i t  wou ld have

been very bad i f  he had tr ied to f incJ the

fami ly.

We had begun the storm decade c; f

the s ixt ies,  w h ich opened the age of

exper iment,  an age of  hope. T hey were

the Kennedy years and his l iberal  v iews

shook up the Nat ion but he was an in-

spir ing person artd he started some wel l

needed reforms which carr ied into the

Johnson administrat ion.  Unfortunately

oqr involvement in Vietnam started ciur*

ing his term

My work at  G,E. had changed from

Factory Contact  to Project  Administ-

rat ion.  lwas project  engineer for  e

fami ly of  2 door model ref  r igerators an d

f inal ly was assigned to the s ide-by*srde

model of  refr iger"ators.  In those years i

appl ied for  se,reral  patents artd had r l

couple issued in my narne.

GE gave the employee a $25.OO Govern-
ment Bond for each patent that was

issued to him and I  received a medal l ion
as an inventor for the two patents that
lwas issued.

United States Patenr
I

- REFRT.ERAT.R 8f3fi3iil coNSrRUcrroN
Willem J.. Hagendogrn nnd_Cyril M. Kearf Louisvilte,

liy., assitsnors to General Electric Company, a corpora.
lion of New York

Filed Sep!, _21, t966, Ser. No. 5$l,614
5 Claims. (CI. 62-410)

-

AIISTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE
A refrigerator cabinet comprising storage compartfnents

separated from one another by a partiti,on and- tsparats
tloors.for closing the access opening.r to thr, Comport'rn*nt*
tnctuoes vent nreans for rclievlng n decrease in air pres-
sure in eilher compartment comprislng a first paisagc
intercoonecring the comparrmcntg ttrroilgh thc pirritiJn
ano I B€cond passege connecting the flrgt passsge to thc
cxterior of th6 cobinet.

gatenl_t3.370.71 1

United States Paiend
I

Ho us'ror"_ *ritllttodfi AroR cA BrNEr
cy,ri I M.. . K ",,,,, *13,1);tuT -rtL:Ti? \ o berr B. G e I b:r rd.Loulttvllte, 

-try., psgf Bnolt lq Gencnl Elcclrlc Complnyi
r corporullon of New york

Iriled lVry _23r-t!{E, Ser. No. 711,440
Inl.  Cl.  F2Sd tt /00, ZJ/06'

us. cl. 6241g

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSUNE

- 
A. refrigerator ssbinet cumprising insulrtcd wnlls dc_

fined by a.cusing and a lincr within-anO spaced i;ffi rh,
casing nnd bonderJ thercto by rigid filani insulation in-
cludes an opening in one wait tor inscrtion of an 

"uof-orator componcnt inro the cabinet. The opening is closect
by a renrovablc unitary acccss ctlver comprisiig a plirto
seuured ro the casing and a sheet of jlexibll flastic mate-
{al in cngirgement with the walls dclining ilrc opening.
The space between the cover plate and thJ sheet is fillci
with foamuble insululion fornred in situ so thar thc ex-
pansion of the foam insulation causes the shect lo con-
form to the wall structure of the opening.

Chapter Eigl i teen -  Page 150.

Patent #3,47 4,444




