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PERSOXA!- ISISBY_AE. CHASE KEARL

: i .

Bv Chase i  r ;  : , i ' i

So far as I  know,

onlv one of  mv fami ly to

wri te a short  htstc i i^ ' " 'of

Phyl l ' is  is  the

have asl ;eci  me to
m', ' I i fe,

Chase Kear' l
I  have hesi tated, f i rst ;  because I

personal ' ly  do not th ink of  anv i t tc iderr ts

that are of  suf f  ic ient  importance tc '

just i fy the ef for t ;  and se,:ond, i f  there

were I  am not qual i f ied to make a record

cl f  them. However,  s ince today. Felr t  uani

101.h is my sjxty*ejghth bi  r thday, I  have

decided to wr i te wl tat  I  prefer to cal  I  a
"Histor ica' l  Let ter" ,  at  least  i t  does nol

sound so ambit ious;  and so there w' i l  I

fo l iow some incohereni"  facls incoherent ly

exoressed.

Before I  wr i te of  my persona' l  ezlpei ' -

iences ' i t  seems appropr iate that  I  wr i te

br ief lv of  my people.  IL mav wel l  be that

incidents jn their  l jves could prove t ,o

be more interest ' ing than anv in my owtt .

I t  may also oevelop that more of  t l ' re

tctal  space of  th is let t 'er  wi l l  be devt l t -

ed to their  I ives and exper iences rather

than to mine.

MY grandfather and grandmother

Eastham and their  fami lv were converts Lo

t.he Latter-c jav Saints Church whi le st i - i l

i r r  England. Thev l ' iveo in Leeds for some

years pri or to t i ' re' i  r  irnni i  grati  on ' f ,o Ll 're

Grandmothe!'  - Jane Hunt' inston
"states".  They seemed to have beer,

fa i  r ' ly

Grandfather - John Eastham

The j r home was the home of nlany i:  Jers

over weekends and through f ts l  '  raVS'

Among those who came frequent l '  was

Joseph F' ie ld ing Smith.  My i r ' l : '  ' f i€r-r

ai though only a chi ld,  became rathei '  wel l

acouainted with him. Upon the de'  h of

my grandmother Eastham, the Deserer " ' lews
carr ted a short  but  favorab' le not; ' ' :e of

her passing. President Smith saw ' l  and

immediatelv wrote the fami ly a let :  ' ' r t '  of

condo I  ences .

c i  rcumstances f i  nanci  a I



t '1 I  $randmoti ' ler  was verv anxious tc

rmmiqrete to the States,  but mv -orand
father who had a good oosi t ion'  as a
' l  ocr:mct i  ve enE'i nee r seemed not io have

oeei t  so anxious. However.  when he was

c:f ferer i  a posi t ion in the Br i t  is l i  East

Indies r ie said Lo grandmother.  " I f  : /ou
w i l  ' l  i i$ree to nly goi rt-cl to tfre East I nc i  es

for two -vears.  I  wi  I  I  then go to tne

: i t , i : tes,"  .  Stre agreed anc bei  t tg the wi  se.

sal lac- i  ousr wor i tgrr  t l rat  she was. Di 'oceeded
du ri  ng ui 'x:s'e two year:, to get as nif in' , '  ' - t f
i rer  marl ted c l ' r i ldren into t l t is  couf l t r ' ' i  a: '

nussi i : r le.  She reasoned t i iat  t ' l raI  s l t -

uat icr t  woulc l  const i t ,ute ancl  i  r resis l ib ' ler

ou' l l  crn cJrat idfather i f  he should weint  t l

rema in lot tgei l in England for any reasorr '

Actur i  i  I  v  t i rat  was about.  what hanpened '
Dur in$ those two vears grandmother i lot
three rnarr ied daughters located in th is

countrv.  I  do not know when my mother

and her peop' le lef t  England, however i t

must have been not later than Seoternber

1465 i i l  v iew of  a c ' i rcumstance i r t

connect ion wi th mv mother 's th i r teenth
r: i  r thda' l  which I  wi  I  I  re late present ' lv .

On twc or three occasions I  had heard her

say that she frad eaten her th i  r teent l t

b i  r thdav d ' inner around midn j l tht  on

Nr:venrbei"  6,  1865, on top of  0 ld Baidv.
r l f r ich , i {as e rat i ier  h i  qh mounta in ear: t  of

Sa'1t  Lal , .e.  I  had i f iought that  stranf ie

but he;si tauer j  to ask her what were the:

c i rcumstar ices wl ' t jc i r  b iought about sucf i  a

si  Lur l l ' i  Lrn,  th i  r rk i  ng i t  m' i  ght  be

enibarrassing: howet,er.  I  f jnal lv grew

bolcj  enough tc ask what was the cause fr : r

s:uch en unusual  exper ience and this ' is

the sto r 'y  .

These folks t ratreled ' in a sai l ln 'g

vess,r l  f  r -om Et ig l  ano dovin aroui ld r"he

Flor i i ia Peninsuia.  ur :  the Mississippj

rrver [c i ts conf lu€nce rv ' i t f r  t l ' re Mis:our i

and f  rom there up ihe l ' l issour i  to wnat is

now St.  Louis.  I r t  those days i t  was i i t -

r le more than an "outf i t t ing post '  "

Here,  grandfather Eastham bought t t ' lo voke

of good oxen and two good wagons wh'i  ch

were ' lcaded and otherwise made ready for

t l ' re t r ip across the Pla ' ins.

Mv Mother.  Merl in Eastham. when she was

about th ' i r teen vears old.

Now t .h ' is  is  the story to ld to me by mi

rnot l ier .  Travel  ing r l i th wagons drawtr  o\

two yoke of  oxen, they reached the foot '

ur  base of  01d Ba' ldy and soon af ter  noun

on November 6th.  The road uP t i te

mountain was'  long and steep and t f t t ' '

wagons were tot> heavi  ly  ' loaded to be

oxen . They theretore I eft one w&-eol

ternporar i  I  y and h' i tched the two yoke oi '

Oxen to the other wagon and proceeded t<:

ou' l l  i t  to the top of  the mountai t i '
rSrandmother and some other persons tvenl

up with the f i rst  wagon and then whi le

lhe men folks went back to get the othet-

wagon grand mother proceeded to cook i

very late (about midn' ight  I  was told)

d t r ine r to be eaten when the menfo' l  ks

reached the mountain summit  wi th the sec-

ond wagon. I  suppose grandmother made an

extra dish or two of  something that was
' intended tc give the di  nner the atmo-"
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'= Ci'le re of c{

i4ot i ier 's Bi

i l r l  l . iov.  6.

born Nov. 6

b i  rchr ia ' , ,  Part .v arrci  ca I  I  ed t  t

r thda..r  Dinner.  th is i  l iaoDerie0

1865 :  (  ' /our grancmot l ret  wa: l

"  1852. )

T he t-  r  i  i r  of  ml i  g randoa r 'err t 's '  nrv

i rot l ler  ancj  others r : f  thei  r  comoanY ecross

the "olatns" rvas wi t i rout  inc ' iCent ei 'c$ci

t i ra l -  one nighr-  when thev had reacl led t i re

ol  ace wf iere rr lev t  t t t ,ended t 'c '  camp '  L l ret '

f  ounrj  1 / , /  l^  - i  t ten oi i  the bl  eacned out sl ' lu I  I

of  $ome Buf f  a ' lc l  I  oncJ s i  nce ctead '  t 'hat E

cl i i r igsf lv uf  l inmi crants had j  rr tended t ' r ' t

u, ;rnlo i i ' le r  e t .he r l i ' i l tL bei 'ore buL haci baeit

i i t tacked [ i , '  i l  Ql- 'o l i lJ of  Ind t  ans whc f t l id

I  ass,:ecl  c,r le wh i ;e wotnan ar lc l  i iad s 'hr) t

seven arrow$ ' i  t t tu her husban'J wi t r  I  e l ie

tr- ied i i t  vatr l  tc rescue her ' '  The I ' tc i  i ; r r r :

carr ied her away. So f  ar  as i  s i "nowit  she

was never heard of  t l lereafter '  
' ihts

stary was wri t te i r  r :n the st"u ' l1s "rogelher

with the suggest ion to whoever shoulo

r^oacft  t f iere f  i  rst ,  intendtr tg to camn'

rrr i  ght  bett .er  cont i  nue the' i r  journey si  nce

l-he l ' rost.  j  I  e I  nt l  i  ans nr i  tht  make an attack'

t i re fo l  low' ing n i  gnt .  Af ter  ha' / i  ng read

what hao napoeneci  t t tere the ntght before'

r l rv pet:pie decided to cont inue the' i r

' r f rurrrey al thougf i  the j  r  ! l rogress was

:slowed clown consir lerai : lY.

A.f ter  i rav" i r rg reachecj  Sal t  Lal"e Ci tv '

i i t t /  oeople located ' in Grantsvi  t le vr l r€re

+. i te\ ,  imnreci iatelv made themselves

reasonabl .v secure by openir ig a ' : 'mal  I

general  s. tc-rr 'e arrd deve jooi i rg a smal I

f  arm. Both of  mv grar idparents on i " l l 'y

mot.her s ide c i ied end vrere bur ied in

Gratt tsvi  I  le.  t j t - r lh.

f^ le F.nev/ Comoara'* ive1y l ' i t t ie oF n1y

f atner 's pecple unt i  l  recet i t lv  when m:i

s i  *q ' re i ' ,  Grace, undertook to galher l ' ' : le

i ienea l  o-qv i l l ld because we i"ne\r  so I  i  t t  l  e

r : f  fat l ' rers peopje.  she seleciecj  that

"branch" to work on. She began the croj-

ect  by wr i t ing' let ters to some of his

nephews and cousins,  and also the Vicar

in the churches jn the local i ty ' in Engl-

and in which he l ived.

She also wrote c ' iv ic grouPs and

newspapers.  Al l  of  these people were

very cooperat ive and what started or: t  as

a casual  correspondence has developed

tnto a very warm and regular exper ience'

The qrave Qf mv Grandfather '

John Eastham. ' in Grantsvi ' l  1e'



r ' { ) r l i  J i . j : '19 luurae ut '  L ' i ; i - te i '  l t  r jaS su:}--

' j ' " ,1. :d 
* , -hat  s, i ' te iv l - i  re to t i ie i .c i td i , r i l

r ro l ' i  ce fc: : 'ce.  When vJe learned that

fat , f ie; 's '  t r€ i . i f , ie i r ; , id been connectecl  wi t r r

t  i ie , ' r rerL Lr:ncj i l r r  law e: i f ( : i  let lenr alc
( . :  r t i l le c letect ive c l r l r )1")( : '1r .  q4g dicJn' t  i ,noiv

iv l - re iher tc Cr",)r i  che research ef for t  or

noi .  v.r€ ,1 idn' i  L i rovl  wfret l ter  thev kEt 's

r i rember ' r :  r : i  t f ie Pi l  I  r i ; i : ;  Force t)r  were

apor i :henr jeci  cu' l  p i '  j ts  ( i r r  ihei  r  ! { , i ' l  T. , r  1

r :en iLer, i rar , , , .  j t  d*ve' i  oBed, i icwerer ' ,

that  t l tey i r . l r : . j  gelved i r l  t ' te Fr, . rce wi  i i r

c l j : . ; i i l i , l i . i ( . r i l  ; r i l tJ  i r i r l  re i i l . '€ ' jd wt1.  11 noi l ( , , t^ .

r.; l i ir 'r* i:::, i ;,, l i : l  i i i i  1 irXJ. | iJg lelif ' f 
gCi f i 'cm

let- . . .c ' r r" l ,  i l , : t \ . r ; ,1 ' : . , r  j ' )€r  l l  ippings, f : i iotur l  i 'a l r -

f lS.  - , : i (1 ! , i i  i . r i . r : :  0Tl t { : r f  t ,oUf Ce$ lh; i t  t f tese:

DSUDl,s l let .*  i r r : . , ,er  :  i r l t i l r - , , r r r ib i t i ; " :us . r i ic l
' t .a l l f : l , rvor '1. i r ' / .  A1I cr  i  rhe evr i . l r , , ' rce inui i "
' ,ateci  i i rat  t t rey v/er-€ r . r t ' i  i rcr iorel lE oei ;c le.

Ih-e q-frurcfr in .B.[BcKenhu-[:9-t.-.-Thg vi.l litgQ
].ttj.n.g-l-ald. -ivhe re mv -:father-wal bo rn .

Fci: .  i ref '  wd:\  e canve, l l  to i , l ' ie , :hurc. . l  - r  i i

En,; l  and anci  cem* to th i  s countrv i  n n ' is
{ : rar l ' /  inai ' i - r r ;c i i  .  He sel . t ' l  ed in Gr; in isvi l le
*f,ei-e l ' ' ie sri(. ]r 'r  c,,ccLr i  reci the rtu,: lr . :us, of ; l
sa' ; tsf . l / , , i i l ; -v ferni i ' rc *nteror ize. , i l

i - i l ise eir i ly  ia. ;s [1f ,65i  President Blrgham

' i r . i , i ; r ;  l ta i  twc.r  pol ic ies having to dc i " : , r . i .

I  arrr i  sett  I  einent .  The I  eade rs of Lhe

cf iu r ' 'J i ' r  had irot  f  orgott ,en what l iad

l ' ' ; lnrened jn PalrnVra, Kir t ' land, Far Vlest ,

l l i r r i r r  , ,  M i l  I  ,  Indeoendence, and Nauvco.

Prei  ,  dent.  YounrJs,  po' l  i  c ' ies were therefore:

f r :  i , i : ,  gei .  set t lers into every val  ley and
rr i jc , i i  every des i reable piece of  land tr ;

t i  ic  i  nte rmcunta i  n count rv to the ertC t  hat
' ; l r i r i^ i :  would not be a s ingle area lef t
y{- i rnr  e r :ut .s iders.  who FJere sure to i  ncl  ude

r: ,c, i ie of  our enemies, wouId want to
. ,€t1. . l * ,  To acconlp ' l ish his purDose, he

lal led a dozen or so farni l ies tc l lo int{)

t l : r lSi : i  IT[) l -8 destreable areas, rrot  matt ,e l

i r i . rh '  rernctg.  . t0d Droceed to take oosses-
: i ron r l r r i l  s tar t  tcr  develop the ' loca' l ' i ty .

Mv father,. James Kearl

The seccnd, and a very inrportant
r ' { : :asort .  f ' / ;1, ;  t0 qgl  f  i  ghts establ  i  5 l ' red . rnd
r l rprol /ements u;rder '  \ ,Jay so there in ight  oe
i . i  Dl : ice f , r r  at  least  some of the converts
f  |om i :urooe; a,  p lace where these people

n r , r i r t  estabi  ish t ,hemselves and make a
I  iv l  r :  :  r* i  them and thei  r  fami I  ies.  i t l i  l1
i. t i i ' , /r-,rre quest t cr; t . f ie "wi sdom" of these
i i rurr- tant  nol  ic ies?

Personal  Historv of Chase Kear l  -  Paqe 4.



Tftere were 1ar! le c iepost Ls of  val  u-

ai : ' l  e ore l r l  t r le l r i t 'er-mor ' t t rLain regtc ' t r  ancl

of  , :ourse an abundance of  l t  o l r  the west

coa' i t  .  Sorrrs of t t rr :  gett  I  e rs wanted to

m't  r ]e.

Presic lent  Young d id not pre$ume Lo

tel l  t f ' rem thev couldn' t ,  but  he dio '"e ' i l

t ,nern that  i f  they oroceeded to ni ine a fevi

wouid become r icf i ,  but  most of  them would

remaln Door.  I f  "  on the ot"her hartd '  t l^reY

would devote t r rem$:elves to t i ' i '1 i  ng the

soi  1 at td develcping tne ' l  tvestocl ' : '

bustness al  I  o ' f  tnem wou' ld do wel l  '

I  have unde rs t 'ood t 'hat  Pres i  denl

Young had a th i rd pof icy af fect ing t i ic t"e

who were cal led to assist  in set t ' l tnt i  a

localr tv.  I t  provided that i f  or ie were

ca' l jed to go to a locai i tv for  the pul-

pose of  "set t1 ing" he might seno a strb-

st i t r r te by f  jnding someone who vr ' rntecl  to

go and urovic i . ing him wit l r  a tearn of  hor-

ses anci  a wagon. Under that  provls ic i r '

n. /  f  athe r  uas ca I  i  ed to 90 i  nto tne St '  '

George counf,ry '  but  fcutrd an acceplable

subst i tuLe. Father cont i ; - rued i r is  act i i ' -

t t  res fot '  ; t  oer iocl  of  l i i r re i r r  and a[ouL

Gt-ar i tsvi  I  le.  However '  laLer he was ;aj-

' ied by Presic iant  Young to qo i  n io Eear

and accord' inglY Proceeded toLaF.e
* l . rat

Count r:/
p1 ace.

$ir

I  am not sure that '  the staienii+rrf,s

l rnfr tedjatelv above are t rue'  but  in any

event.  Fatner was among the f i rst  set-

t lers t r :  go j  n the Bear Lake area'  In

some respect i t '  was an undesirab' le loca-

I  i ty  i  n whi  ch to ' l  i  ve '  The f  loor of  the

va'11ey vlas more than a mi le high (b012

feet) .  The growing. season for cr<lps *as

short .  0f ten i t  f  r6ze every mont ' l ' t  i r i  the

vear.  The winters were long ancj  cr ' r1d'

and i t  was qu' i  te remote f rr:m ot ne r

set t led areas. I t  wa$, however '  a ]c lod

I ivestock country '  The val leys arrd much

of the range nad a good grass cover ing

and smal l  to medium streams were s:at-

tered wel l  over the range'  (n good range

rnust have plenty of  water ing olaces'  )

There was considerab' le wi  ld I  i  fe i  t . r  rhe

area. namejy black and brown bear '  c ieer '

ante I oce , coyote , g ray and t ' imbe r wo I 'res '

mountain I  ions,  '1ynx, bob-cats '  oLters '

and beaver.  No gr izzlY bears or elk

unt i  I  the I atter lvere brought i  rrto rhe

area about t 'h i r ty years ago'  The st ' r 'eams

and lakes abounded with several  soecies

of f ish,  Part icular lY t rout '

My- father d ' ied when I  was twelve ' iear

l lc l .  Mv associat ion wi th him over the

lastha. | f i r f thoseyearstogetr ler i l j th



ui,e : i .J  r t i  i ; t1 i t  i te was, el taoIes r i ie to

i"er i ien'oer '  i l r i l l  VerV viv id lv.  He was a

l . i rqe.  . 'u! i r terJ rndivrdual .  He possessed a

f  inr"  l l l , ; ! ; t r : t ' i i l  arrrd l remendou$ phvstcal

^o\)raiJr1.  drr  wctr ;  sLerr t  .  and cold,  and

ntat ler  i , i  -  !  . :cL,  a ln i r - rs l  austere.  I  never

sa\^/  i - r r rn 1augh. I  t f r ink he Rever djc l .

None of  us c l r r  lc l rer i  ever ' laughed in his
presei lce:  bul .  t l re i l  t . f ier-e was not much to
l  augh al . r , ;ut  r l  L l rose oavs so i t  made ' l i i -

t le di f ferer ice.  Often he seemed to have
' I  j t t  le cr  n(r  : - r ; - i t -  ie l r lc6r or syrnpathv w' i  th rrr

i  ncJ l  v i iua l  Lr  d coird i t  i  on.  I  th i  nk i re

beI re ' . ,er :  I  j te|aI  . l , , ,  
t l - iat ,  "man must e6r 'n

l i  rs blead by t i re sw€at r : f  h i  s br i>w" .  0rr
i : t  r . .o lQ v/  i r l  ler  drry you COUId Wear
s,weater ' : .  ioat$ ar id bcots:  bul  a l  I  r . r f

t l iese c,) i , .€ Lrf f  bcfore you st-art .ed tc.r  l , :ac

i ' re!  .  l ' {e ev t  derr [  1 y reasonec that i  f '  you

cr:uldn' t .  wor l ; ,  f  ast .  enough, or hard entugl . r
' in e: ,sen1,ral  ly  your shir t  s leeves to keep

wd r 'nt  .  you des i  red to f  i 'eeze !

! rhr . ; ;1 l re I  a id out a job fot"  us k ' tds

i . ( )  d l i ,  r t  was almost al tvavs once and a

i ' ra l f  as much as l le coulC ever hope to

accomr) l  is f | in a given t , ime. In t l - r is  reg-

ard oe'r l iaps al  l  of  you w j  I  I  contend t ,hat
i ;h i  s vras a t ra i t  th i l t  cai^r ied over t ; - t  i l l : /

gerrerat  ion.  Wel 1 .  r iow t , f iat  tne work of  ar

fami lv.  a:-r  a fanlr ' jy .  ls  a l l  dct te:  I  res-
pectful  lv  of fe f '  r - i ,v  scol , : , j  tes.

i f  he was home, father always wenL Lu
chu rch on Sunday. l - le al  ways took me
a1ong, that  is  i f  I  had fai led to make
the "hide-out" .  Yes, Sunday was about
l l - re only t lme we could hope to see t ,he
"fel  lows" and have some fun. I  never
hearo' f f rv father of fer  a prayer,  or  pneach
a sernion, or take part  in a discussiorr .
i  am su re he neve r  d ' ic i  .  He ta I  ked
I i  i t  I  e.  Then "  a i  thouglr  the churcn has
no: cnanged s i  nce thclse days .  1ts.
r :o l  ic ies have. Young people never par ' -

t  i  c  t  pated j  n Sac rament Meet i  ng as t i rey c io
today. There were no one hour meet i r rg: ,
wtt i r  two or more speakers,  and at  least .
u i re mus, ' ical  number.  The meet ' ings wer '6
r . r : ;ual  two or inore hours.  The sBfr l loo:r
, ;er ier^af  iv  I  asted over an hour and Lher
were de' l ivered by elder ly men. lVomen
neve ;. ipoQdr'€d on the program. As soon
;ts r .  re speaker tvas announced you knevr
whet ner or not the sermon was to be ar l
hcur or an hour and a hal f .  You knerr
alsc wnether the sermon was to be "dry"

or semi-dry.  Few of them were ever ver\
in ierest ing to a boy si t t ing on a harc
D6rnch and f  u ' l ' l  of  "wiggles".

I l ' icse of you who read the forego it t , . '
mly corrc lude t l ' rat  I  am trytng to indict
in; l  fat l rer .  Anv such conclusion wculd be
ent i  re 1 v wrongr,  I  respect him. He nracle
fr ' is  contr ibut ion to the sett lement <i t  : i re
'west"  and i t  was no insigni f icant con-
Lr i i rut ion.  President Br igham Young was a
qfeal  co' lonizer in his own r ight  btr t  he
never could have been so great w' i thoui
t le loval tv and assistance of  men l ike rn.v

f at f ie r .  He possessed a type of i . : .  i  ndnes !
oecul iar  to hrmself  only,  and his "plus

si  Ce" wei  qhed rather heavi ' ly  agai  nst  ht : ;
"s i ror t  comings".  He i .Jas an enterpr is i r ic
1-rr , )e of  indiv idual  .

'  i  remember when I  could not have been
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more than four or f , ive years old,  r jdtng
on a wagon drawn by a yoke of oren that
were dr iven by my older brother,  Wi l l js .
These animals were not the f ish-backed,
long- legged, steers that  you see occasi-
ona' l ' ly  in th is day on parade but rather
they were wide backed deep-bodied an' imal s
each of  which would probab' ly weigh 1600*.
Father had two yoke and a yoke consisted
of two animals.  One yoke were red ( the

same color in horses is cal  led a bay),
and their  names were "Dick" and "Brady".

The other yoke consisted of  a whi te
an ima] we cal  I  ed "  Larry" and a spotted
one *we cal I  ed "Spot" . 0xen l<new on l y

four commands; "G' i t -up" meant to go for-
ward;  "Llhoa" meant to stop; "Gee" meant
turn r ight , ;  and "Haw" meant turn lef t .
We I  I  t ra i  ned oxen a lways resportded
without deviat ion to those commands.
Oxen, as a source of por{er on farms and
ranches, were wel]  on the' i r  way out when
I took my f i rst  and only r ide behind
them; t rut  about that  t ime, or short iy
thereafter,  (and since I  can f i rst  reme-
mber) my father rep' laced them with f  ine
purebred Percheron horses, also at  that
ear' l  y date he had Purebred Cotswol d,
Ramboulet te Sheep, and Purebred Shorthorn
catt  I  e.

Father was always among the f i  rst  to
buy var ious mechanjcal  devices as thev
became avai1able.  My mother said he was
frequent ly too eager to purchase such
equipment s ince of ten i t  d id not work out
sat isfactor i ly  when put into pract ical
use on a s ix or seven hundred acre ranch.

I remember he brought the f i  rst Keystone
Hay Loader i  nto the local  i ty .  Thi  s
macl"r ine was designed to pick up hay that
had been cut and raked into rows and
elevate j t  ' into a wagon. I t  worked
reasonably wel l  but  soon j t  was replaced
by a much improved "Back Hay Loade,r" ,

Father owned a hai f  interest  in a
threshing machine. This was powered by
s' ix teams of  horses. One team fol lowed
another in a smal l  c i rc le and each was
hi tched to a "sweep" which enabled one to
del iver i ts share,  one sixth,  of  the
power to a central  point .  The tota ' l
power of the s' ix teams was then trans-

m j  t ted to the thresh' ing machi  ne. Unt i  1
the "machine" came ' into use people thre-
shed the' i r  grain wi th f  ' la i  1s which t . tas
ent ' i re ' ly  hand work and very hard work.

There vJere no doctors i  n Bear Lake
Val1ey ' in those days, nei ther were there
any dent ' is ts or hospi ta ls.  The nearest
were at  0gden and Sal t  Lake, and there
were no roads. Not wi thstanding, babjes
were born in about the same proport ' ion as
they are today. Teeth ached for the same

reason that they ache today and legs and
arms were broken regu' lar ]y.

Babies were born at home. Some good

woman, who from exper jence, had learned
how to render ass' istance under such con-

di t ' ions.  Af ter the baby was born,  mother
wou' ld go to the home each morning and
wash the baby and take care of the mother
unt i l  such t ime as the mother could take
care of  the work.  My mother assisted
hundreds of women in that manner and

under those pr imit ive cond' i t ions,  and I
am sure she never charged a "d ' ime" for

the service.

Father seemed to have been natural ly
endowed w' i th some abi l i ty  in the f ie ld of

surgery,  He knew how to set ,  $Fl int  and
bandage a broken leg and r ight  i t  i f  nec-

essary.  He had some old forceps w' i th
which he extracted aching teeth.  Some of

mine went that way. There rrJere no anes-
thet ics avai  lable in that  area ' in that

day. Father could not have administered
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rhem had the been any. I f  you were the
vict im, you just  grabbed something sol id
and hung on. No charge lvas ever made.

Some years af ter  father had died I
was taking a ' load of  produce to Evanston,
about f  i f ty  m' i  l  e d ' i  s tant f  rom Laketown .
Near noon I  stopped beside the road near
a creek for the purpose of  let t ing my
team of horses eat and dr ink for  a few
minutes.  There came to my wagon, arr  o id,
old man bent and uncertain of  h is step.
His beard was long and white and his face
cieeply wr inkled. He clutched his cane
with a s l<eleton I  i  ke hand. I t  was
evident that  he had oassed through a ' long

per iod of  persever i  ng and that t i ' ie
e ' lements had not been k ' ind to h ' im. l {hen
he learn my name and that I  was a son of
"J im" Kear l ,  he said,  "Young man, th is
community wi  I  I  never forget your Fathers
k i  ndness when peop 1 e !{e re batt 1 i  ng
through a long and fr ight fu l  s iege of
diphther ia,  He' lef t  hundreds of  packages
of food on porches as he passed through
this community".

Ihere t , tas a good deal  of  moving abo-
ut  in those davs. always of  course by
team and wagon . No rma'l  ' l  y i  t  was a two
day tr ip f rom Cache Va11ey to the Bear
Lake Val ley.  The roads at  best t . tere
poor.  Sometimes people leaving Cache
Va11ey in late October or November would
become "snowed ' in" ,  Often weather
cond' i t ions might be ideal  unt i  I  late
afternoon of  any one day and st ' i l l  a foot
of sno!', be dumped down on you i n one
night,  then more feet of  snow would fa l l
on them. (You New Yorkers wi  I  I  not
require proof that  two feet of  snow can
fal l  in one night -  remember 1958).  Even
in i i ie absence of  communicat ion systems
as vJe know them t,oday, people seerned to
have some knowledge of  who was going'

where and when; and j t  was not,  unusua' i
for  Bishop Ira Nebeker,  the B' ishop of  the
Laketown Ward ,  and the on I  y B' ishop for
th ' i r ty years,  to cal l  my father and say,
"J im, John Anderson and his fami ly are
snowed in at  the head of  B' lacksmiths Fork
River.  Hust le up some men and provis ' ions
and go get them. " Father would get a
couple of  other men who had good sadd' le
horses and who along w j th the' i r  horses
cou' ld " take ' i t " .

The Kear' l  Barn that al so served as a
qq,mmunitV gocia'l hql I ln*t,ahetown-

He wou' ld th6 g6t f l f teen or twenty
wi ' ld horses and dr ive them forward.
fhese animals,  not  want ing to c l imb t ,he
steep s ' ide h ' i11s would fo l  low along the
f loor of  the canyon; and not want ing to
go through the brush and trees heavi ly
we i ghted wi th snow, they wou'ld foi I  ow
through the open where obviously lay
whatever road there was. The wi ldest
horses would take the jead and when they
grew t ' i red they wou' ld drop back and the
less b/ i  ld,  but  fu l  ly  conf ident would
become leaders. Thus a road was made
i nto the " snowbound " t rave' le rs whe reve r
they were and they trere brought out.
safe ' ly .  I t  i  s  assumed of  course ,  that
these "  rescuers" knew thorough' ly the
mounta' in area where the t rave' lers were
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l rkely to be. I  can test i f  'v  t i rat-  af  Let

two or three years of  t ravel ing over a

mounta' i  nous country.  one learned to know

every canyon and hol low and val ley,  smal l

or  Iarge, and spr ing and stream. and
cl i f f  of  rocks and ind' iv idua' l  t rees i f

they are unusual  for  and reason whatso-
ever.  For instance, i f  i t  is  unusual  l -v"

large, ' i f  i t  is  ' located at  the head of  a

canyon, or on the top of  a r idge, etc,

etc.  Father wi th his assocjates always
succeedecl i  n get,t i  ng the " snowbouncJ "

pi  I  gr ims out and on to thei  r
dest ' i  nat  i  ons.

Mother in her midd' le vears

Often men are heard to sdY, "MY

ff iother 1s Lhe best mother in the wor ld."

That always seemed to me to be discour-
teous and a b ' i t  unchar i table to others.

And as a matter of  fact ,  i t  is  not  what

the fel  low wanted to say.  f ' lhat  he c l id

want to say was, " that  so far  as l  am

concerned, my mother js the best mother
' in the b/or ld.  "  0n that basis,  most of  us

couid declare our mother to be the best

mother in the wor ld.  I  suppose the best

rnoIf ier i  s she who ' i  s the most anx i clus

that her boy or gir l  shal l  grow up with a

strong physical  body, a sound mi rrd.  atrd
possessed of  f ine pr incip ' les and f i r ra l ly

one who does those things that contr ibute

most to that  end. From a ourely academic

standpojnt ,  mother vtas not educated. The

f act  ' is  that  she read everyth j  ng she

could get hold of .  She worked with many
peop' le on construct ive enterpr ises.  As a

resul t ,  she came to be a wel l  informed

ind' iv idual  of  considerable learn' in9.  She

had a concept of the val ue of the
pr lncipJes of  amblt ion'  honesty,

sympathy, k' i  ndness , cou rage , and

cheerfulness. She l ' ived largely by t l^ tose
pr inc ' ip ' les.  I f  mother embodjed one

vir tue more than another i t  was the fact '

that  she was always and under any c ' i r -

cumstance a "peacemaker",  and I  remember

Christ  sa' id on one occas' ion,  "Blessed are

t l ' re peacemakers for  they shal l  be cal ' led

the chi Idren of  God."  That is both a

d i  st ' i  nct  i  on and an honor.  She was

penur ious to a faul t .  I  can remember

very d ' is t inct ly that  as a ' l i t t le boy I

went,  wi th my associates in the Pr imary '
d i  rected by Pr imarY of f icers and

teachers,  ' into the f ie lds f rom whicf t  a

wheat crop had been harvested and gleaned

many bur lap bags ful ' l  of  wheat heads that

had been ]ef t .  t r le wou' ld then take these

bags ful l  of  heads to the threshing mach-

ine wherever i t  v{6s operat ing and set
them "threshed",  | ,Je cou' ld end up with a

few buehe' ls of  wheat which was sold or

stored. May her I  ' i fe and work be

sanct i f ied to the good of  her chi ldren

and grandch' i ldren and to a ' l l  of  her k in-

smen to the last  generat ' ion.

..€
#'
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After spendi  ng the f i  rst  several
years of  her marr ied 1 i fe rais ing a
fami ly of  ten chi ldren, l iv ing for  the
most parL on a ranch, cooking for large
groups of  f ier i ,  mi lk ing cows and churning
butter to be sold at  e leven cents per
pound; she was, for  many years,  President,
of  a Ward Pr imary,  President of  a Yi :ung
Ladies Mutua j  Improvement Associ  at ' ion and
for many years a counci lor  in the | ' lard
Rel ief  SoE; ietv.

Mv mother when she was an old ' ladv.-

The Otter Creek Ranch was located
about hal fway between Laketown and Ran-
dolnh. which are s ixteen mi les apart .
Late one cold bl  eak st .ormy af ternoon i  n
Aprr l ,  a famj ly of  inrmigrants caf i re along,
headed for some point  between Montpel ier
and Soda Spr ings. Mother invi ted them to
stay wi th her over night. Thi  s
' inv i  tat  i  on they gratef  u 1 ' l  y  accepted.
Some of their  chi ' ldren had what seemed to
be a mi nor throat a ' i  ' lment.  The next
morni  ng the t rave' lers pursued t ,hei  r  jou-

rney and a few days later some of my
brothers ( I  had not yet  been born) and
s' isters "came down" wi th that  terr ib le
malady "diphther ia".  I t  raged through the

ent i re fami ly.  0n Mav 7,  Janette,  my ten
year old s ' is ter  d jed: and on May 16

Robert .  a three year old brother died.

Hazel  w/ Russel  on her knee. Spencer.
Delmar,  M€, Cyr i l ,  and Bryant.

Russel ,  Spencer,  Delmar,  Bryant
Phyl  ' l  i  s ,  Hazel  ,  M€, and Cyr i  I

Mv fam' i ' lv  in the '40s.

Cyri l ,  Bruce, Phyl l is ,  Delmar,  Mari ,  Bry,
Susirn,Rodney, Jamie,  Mary,  M€, Hazel .

Rut l ; .  Robert .  Kathy,  Mart in,  GarY,
Rjchard,  Edward. Steven, and Kenny.

Mv fam' i lv  in the '50s.
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This paper wi l l  be br ief .  I  want

on1y, f rom a heart  fe ' l t  grat i tude, to

express as best I  can in two or three

sLatements my s ' incere apprec' iat ion of  my

chi ldren for what,  they are.  To sing' le one

out above another because I think he pos-

sesses more of the many vi rtues that are

a part  of  a f ine character and possesses

them more abundant ly,  is  imposs' ib ' le.  I

th ink no man ever l ' ived who was b' lessed

with as many as s ix chi ldren a1l  of  whom

had succeeded so we] l '  They are f ine and

6lean. They are amblt ious and courteous

and resourceful '  They are intel l igent and

1oyql ,  they are dePendable and

char i table.  Relat ive' ly ear ly in l  i fe they

have earned the' love and respect and

conf idence of  their  associates,  and of

al l  good men atrd women w'i th who they have

been assoc' iated. They have "honored"

their  Father and Mother.  Back of  a l l  th is

there is the' love and devot ion of  an

inte ' l ' l igent mother always sol  jc i tous of

their  wel fare.  The other day I  heard the

judge of  a Juveni ' le Court  say,  "There are

no teenage del inquents in a house fu ' |1 of
' love. "

Y0UR MOTHER. To mY olin ch' i ldren:

Where does your mother rate when compared

with the several  PeoPle ment ioned

speci  f  i  cal  1y ' in th i  s story? You wou' ld do

wei l  to ask yourselves the'quest ion:

l {here,  and how has mother inf luenced my
1ife,  and then govern yourselves accord-
' ing to the answer.

Deep down 'in mY heart I am sure
there is nothing jn the wor ' ld that  jn-

f luences a boy or a gir ls l i fe as does

the wholesome love and affection of a
good mother, and most mothers are good

rrothers.

Your mother i s i ntel 'l i gent and i n-

dustr ious;  and resourceful .  She had fai th
and lntegr i t .y and loyal ty.  $he ls stern '

hut sympathetic" t ' lany of us v{sar our 6mo-

t ions on the outside. Mothers ' ls  i  n her

heart .  A' l ' l  through her l i fe she has coop-

erated fu11y and sacr i f iced much; al l  to

the end that You might have an

opportuni ty for  sel f -development.  Her
person habi ts are conducive to a f ine

character and a chal lenge to al l  of  us '

She 1s conservat ive when constder lng
herse'lf and the contribution she has made

as a wi fe and mother;  generous to a fau' l t

when consider ing others.  Her total  ef for t

in the interest  of  the whole group is

without measure.  I  again repeat;  ' in

rear ing a fami ly there is no subst i tute

for the love and devot' ion and affection

of a good mother.

Hazel when she ras a vounq ladv'
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Through a' l ' l  t ,he years you have been

with us i t  has been your good fortune to

have had J ust that '  k i  rrd of a mother;

honor and respect her that  you may l ive

long and abundant ly in a good land'  Now

r.r i th respect to mysel f  and concerning my

date of  b i r th,  I  shal l  lake no one's word

on that except that of my mother and the

"twins".  The " twins" say they saw me

leave, and mother lef t  a wr i t ten

test imony that she knev I  arr ived'

Tfre date was FebruarY 10 
'  

1890 '  I

was born in Round Val ley '  Utah'  Round

Val ley was a suburb of  Laketown and re-

mains a suburb to th is daY'  I  was the

ninth in a fami ly of  ten ch' i ldren'  The

f i rst  f ive or s ' ix  years of  my l i fe were

spent,  I  presume, 1n much the same manner

as the f i rst  f ive or s ix years of  any

boys 11fe,  toddl ing around, gett ing into

anything that was accessible '  hanging

onto mY mother 's dress,  a lways in the

wdY, accept ing a mothers k iss as a cura-

t ive measure for a Pinched f inger '

My father had some purebred Cotswold

sheep which were considered to be too

valuable to out on the range wjth the

regu'lar herd, but rather they were kept

'at the ranch and permitted to graze on

the " foothi ' l  1s" .  Those Y{ere the hi  I  1s

adiacent to the ranch bui ]d ' ings'  Dur ing

the next f ive Years,  of  a maior Part

t l tereof , i t  became my job to het'd t l tose

f i f ty to a hundred head of  sheep'  Those

old Cotswold ewes had legs near ly as long

as the average f ive year old boy and

could theiefore get over the country

sometimes much faster than the "David" of

the current day. I  had no horse'  nei ther

did I  have the "proverbial"  dog'  So the

iob was qui te a chal  lenge'  Day af ter  day

I went into the nearby hi l ls  in the ear ly

morning and spent the whole day "herding"

those unmanageable "pets" vlhich I came to

hate. Some of the hours when they were

doing more grazing and less t ravel ing'  I

wou'ld look for t i  ny rocks that were

ei ther unusual  in color or structure'

Those were exceedingly lonely days for a

f  i t t le boY.

I am not sure when I was given the

job of  herding horses, whether i t  was a

promot jon or a demotlon'  I t  dtd '  howev-

€f ,  ca1' l  for  an an' imal to r ide'  Father

frave me a mule he loved, and one I hated'

one day I  t ied him, that  is  the mule'  to

a post along a wire fence and walked down

in a f ie ld about for ty rods to a spr ing

where I  could get a dr ink '  The thick

hided mule rubbed his neck and shoulders

along the wire making some scratches'

None of them was anywhere deep enough to

get through his th ick hide'  however '

father came along and I  -was discipl ined'

That's the word that would be employed

today, but not in that  day'  I f  the mule

could have talked I th' ink he would have

employed more iust ice on that occasion'

Dur ing the Years 1899'  1900'  and

1901, my two older brotherE'  George and

John, had a'11 of my fathers sheep under

lease; about one thousand of them' I

spent part of the summer of 1899 on the

range with George'  He never ' lef t  me

alone for long intervals or over night '

but  i t  was fun to be with him' I  usual ]y

wenL for the horse each morning'  The

horses would somet' lmes 90 as far as a

hal f  or  a mi le alJay'  I  would fo l  low

a1ong, Paths,  or  t ra i ls ,  hoping to see

fresh bear t,racks and later the bear' I

often saw the tracks freshly made' but

never savt the bear that made them' I

remember dist jnct ly that  I  had no fear

when I savr the tracks, but on the con-

trary I  was elated'  I  hoped to ses Mr '



Bear.

I  am the ] i t t le bov in the sheep
camo with the ] i t t le DUDDv in his erms.

The I  ease hav' ing expi  red ,  Father
took his sheep back in the fa l l  of  1901.
In the spr ing of  1902, he went out on the
range as herder,  or  caretaker of  h is own
sheep. I am sure that was not necessary
from a money stand point .  I  th ink t t  had
been h' is l i fe and he enjoyed i t  thorough-
1y.  H€ took me wit ,h hlm whlch fact  I
enjoyed not at al l .  I{e were camped on
the hi l ls  about three mi ' les west of  the
old ranch bui  ld ings and about s lx mi les
west of  Laketown on July 3rd.  That night
we had made our bed down under a galaxy
of stars.  The next morn' ing tve crawled
out f rom under a couple of  inches of
snow. I  d idn' t  m' ind the snot ' l .  What I
had hoped for was to get to the ranch in
Round Val ley and to my mother and my home
for Ju1y 4th.

About nlne o 'c lock,  the morning of
the Fourth,  father said I  might go home.
No quest ion t ' tas raised with respect to
how I  was going to get there or where I
wou'ld get f i f teen or twenty cents to
spend. To have raised a quest ion about
wlruL ' ,ras irrs igrt i  f  lcunt compared to
gett ing home may have resul ted in fat l rer

changing his mind; then too, al though
mother had very l i t t le money in those
days, (no one had much) perhaps she would
have ten or f i f teen cents.  No matter
what she might have saving i t  for ,  and
more part icular ly ' i f  i t  was someth' ing for
her s;el f  ,  she would gladly forego thal-  and
give the bl t  of  change to me.

I'lv l,lother's home in Laketown.

In any 6vent t,o get home was my most
cher ished hope, I 'm sure when you read
f,h ' is ,  uthosoever you are,  you wJ 1 I  ' lauEh,

and you wi 11 wonder l f  i t  were poss' ib1e

for people to get along with so f  i t t le
money. l {e l  I  i t  was, and al though money
was great ly desired, there were exper len-
ces and associations that were more to be
desi  red.

I don't know when I got back to the
sheep camp and i ts nothingness, probab' ly

July sth.  I  know I  went back the same
way I came, on foot! During the next few
days we rnoved farther away from the ranch
and nearer to what we designated as the
"summer range",  or  t imbered country.

In those days near ly every f  ' lock of

sheep, large or smal1,  were infected w' i th
a t iny m' icroscopic parasi te that  caused
the sheop to lose jts r{ool and of course
the wool was a valuable part  of  the
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: j l ' t f i { : r f  , .  i t  wa:t  d t : lcovefed that when sheet. t
w( l"o i i i : rdc t r - r  c,wtnl  appr{) i1 imatel  y st  xt  V
f f :+. :1 I  l i rCi i , : t i r  , ' t  r i t ) l t : t  iOrt  nf  I  ime arrcJ rul-
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l ' l r rU , . ' . r ' ,1 . ) rnut  ) '  t , i r r . : f -ef  t . , i  t ,  Lt- l  L.rke l r t r  r j : .  , i l '
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it I s,*' a gi:,(:t,j !r I ace tii go when " Johrr Doe "

wE' i ,  l i  tppi  l ig l - , i  s l i l " ie l 'D I  f  or ie had reas{r1
t i :  bel  ieve iu i i ie : theeo he i iad ' losi  hal
:-r0ef l  Lr ic;  ! , , rr , . j  ut '  br '  " i - - i , ie".  We rwefe lOCat,*:d
i . iaci i  i r r  t i re f r i l l , i ,  abci i . i t .  f  i ' re mi ' les f  r"om
rl t . i r . ind 'val ley whcl i { - ,  i , rc l t f ief '  was ' l  1ving.
f : : r r ' ly  one inonr ' ing.  father lef t  i r r  i i

hrur, ;Lbn;:r 'd i ; r  bui ; i . l r r : r r t l  wis a sturdv f i :ur

' , th€e led ve f r i i ' ie  urawn b.v t ivr :  horses l r rc j
, : {r i  out ' i :  i t  that ' , , , rc:ulr" '  starrC a lot  of  harcj
Lr: , , j r ! tu 1 tu lJo to r)ne of t ,he " iJ i$o j i r ' : t

, rJf t ' r " . l t "  l ,welVe $f '  f  i f ter ' r r t  mj les e1way, I
h/ds i .o l ;ake t l ' re l re|d of s;heep, about f  i i ' -

t .cen l iurrr j red of  theim, l l  i l  ceir ta in rr  l " ice

.r t rQuL f ' r ;Ur rr l  i  l t : ,  c l  i l l - i l t tce.  l - le e (pect.*r- j

t "o get i ;a i :  k 1 11 i . i i {J af  te rr ioon and peck up
i . )ur  ' , i r t r rp i i - , . " -  ot . i t , f  i t  : r r rd br i r ig i t  *ro the

lr : , i ;a l  i t ' , '  where i  i , , i , . ,u ld he vgai t ' ing.  As
irJrs ," /$ ' l l , i i l  .  I  l r  , . , r i j  ne i l f tef  Cog of hofse artd

r iboul  mjci , i f ter t ;oot t  i t  began to rajn.
Shc{: 'p : r  re t l iu i t l " r  f i r t - r re di f f  icul t  to mariage
' in, i i , r i  f ,o ' ' ! lowing a storm and especial lv
when t  f rey learn there i  s no dog around
,. tnd al  l l r r " ;ugl i  they ar e Cunib,  they learr i
f  rom ir lst ,  i  nct.  r l f '  5{ lme ot i ier v la:r ' ,  er id

learr t  qui t . i , i  v .  Mv legs were no ' longer

than those r : f  t i re i : rd inary t .we' ive yea!^

; lc i .  i  d id lhe L:*st  I  oould and when

Fcrt , f ter  d ic ln ' t  returr i , i ' r rd rr ight  came on. I

: : t , - l l . . i r r . l red t l ienr.  t . l ie sheep, togetr ier ' .

rv;r  r  "uerJ L.r i r ' t  ' i  I  t  he." t rad " bedded" down ani i

i .horr  leggeid r , f f  L i . r  f ied r ;ne FlaL ai  cciui l ie
i . r f  

' r r  i  
l , : :  ewaV, artd wl tere I  knew Mor t

I ' l , . l , r ' l  r , r  ,nr , r ' ,  i . ,ur l  , r ' r l "  T!  w,r , ,  I l rct t  ; r r : r  l r , r1r , ,
f ;  i  i - re i ) '  c ' l  oci . .  F. M " .  on I  y .1 guess because l-

i ,cC ni)  r+atch. I t . , { ;1s as dark as Ll ie

r  rover i ; ia l  sta, ;k of  b lack cats.  i

fo l  lor ie d an c ' id crookecl  i : r 'a ' i l  wh' ich i  '

could see only when a f lash of  l ightninrr

occurred. Bushes. heavi  lv  ladein t .J i t l r

ra in f i t rng over the oath and as I  bumpet; i

i r i t . r i  t .hern i r r  l -he c l ; r rknes: I  sudden1v gol

.  r r i ( . r l . . i )er  s l r r :wer bat-h.  I  fouruj  Mort  '  l

c, i r t r f )  .  l - le arrd l"r  i  :  compan' i  on we re i  n oed .

l le r- t idn' t  ask ine i f  I  had had supper,  nor-

d j  tJ he esk me the next morn j  ng to eat

w1t.h h ' inr  and general ly a twelve year old

lr id wl l l  go pret ty hurrgry before he wi l l

a:1., .  fc l r  anvthi  ng. I  werrt  pretty l -rungr!  I

Lt  rs essent ja l  to get up at  the peep ol

r j . r ' i  v, lher l  you are on the range with a band

r)r '  ,heep anr l  str  I  was; on rny w" ' ' r  back to

1l i t r  " l ' read r-r f  Birch HoIIow" by probab1v

fot t r  c i 'c ' lock.  By aroulrd ten o 'c lock A.M.

l"r t .her had not returned. I  hadn' t  f rar j

n i i f  t l r  i  ng 1s s61, $ ince ther morn i  ng hef or*
i - r i i r i i  I  t  h i l ref  oro started to the Rdnch.

aboul  f  ive nr i  ies away.
(pager mis: i i r rg)

The KearlRanch on the West
side of  Round Val  lev.
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Father went trome ' in September. He
hired a man t-o stay wi th me and on

octobe r 4 , 1 902 he d' i  ed ve ry sudden 1 y .

The next summer I  began to " l r i re out" .

I  th ink my f i rst  job was P' icking uP
potatoes for l ' l i l l is  Johnson for twenty-
f ive cents per day. The r ichest I  ever
have been was on the occasion when after

an eight months per iod,  I  was then prob-

ably fourteen, and those of  you who have
seen that very beautiful photograph of
a range sheep outf  i t  and the l i t t ' le boy
who' is hanging onto the "Fup",  wi l l  know
how b' ig I  was, cause that 's me and that

was the year I  had h' i red out to the N.

M. Hodgeg Land and L' ivestock Company, a

big outf i t ,  some thot jsands of acres of
hay, grain,  and pasture lands; other

thousands of  acres of  range land, prob-

abl  y 3,000 head of  sheep, a coup' le of
hundred head of  cat t le and probably one

trundred hol 'ses,  whlch were a t 'eal  f  a<;t . r ; t '
i  r  r Llrt ,rr, ;rt  t l i r  y r, .

Mr.  Hodges was a verY short ,  very
heavy set,  and a very father ly;  a real
f ine gent ' leman. I  went,  to work for  h im
the f i rst  of  March and cont lnued on the
job unt i ' l  November 1st ,  e ' ight  months.
The wages were to be twenty dollars a

month.  Dur ing the eight months I  had
drawn against  my wages $20.00. From that

$20.00, I  bought my mother,  so she said,
(not her f i rst  sugar,  of  course,)  but

her f  ' l  rst  fu l  1 100S bag of  sugar.  I
probab]y cost  $4. 00.

After l . l r .  Hodges had wri t , ten a

check ' in ny favor for  my total  earnings,

$160.00 les: ;  $20.00, or $140.00 and gi lvo

me a Father 's blessing, wh' ich was his

habi t ,  and the blessing incidental  ly

consisted of  " th is is the k ' ind of  a
young man I 1 i  ke to see, one who w'i  I  l

save his money,"  he handed me the check.

I t  was ten mi les f rom the Hodges,Ranch

to Laketown which distance in th is case

had to be covered on horse back and ' i t

required normal ly about three hours to

make the t , r ip.  Dur ing those three hours

I  was unable to get mY mind of f  the

sizeable check. As a matter of  fact ,  I

dragged it  out of my pocket about every

three hundred yards and read every l ine

careful ly.  Strange, I  do not remember

the Bank upon which the check was drawn'

however, that was not important. t{hat

was important was that some bank tvas
instructed to pay me a huge sum of one
hundred and forty dol lars.

I  don' t  know what I  d ' id w' i th the

$140.00. I  know I  d ' idn' t  squander i t .

Altfrerugh where 6r how I spent i t  t , t&s
probably the most important aspect of

the whole experience it  seemed to me at

the t ime that to have sarned and to
possess that much money at one t ime was

the mor;t lmportant th' ing - the apex of

rrry I i  f 'o.

Me about th ls t lme ln mv l i fe.-

School  was imPortant in that  day'

but wo novor hopod to got to school

except in a smattering way between Nov.

1st and l, lar 1st, and I doubt that I ever

at tended for a sol id week strajght.

Father always had too many l ivestock to

be fed and otherwise taken care of.

Except for the incident mentioned above'

I  can think of  nothing of  importance
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that happened between 1902
except that  I  was ca1led on
and was expect to take some
L ra i  rr i  ng at a t: frrr rc;h schoo I .

and 1912
a mission
weeks of

A Mlsslonarv Picture.

i  at , tended the Fie]ding Academy in
Par is,  ldaho for that  purpose ' in the
w' inter of  1911 and 1912. A tragedy
happened and a most sorrowing exper ' lence
enveloped aI ' l  of  us in Apr i ' l  of  1912
when my sister,  Ethe1, a thoroughly good
and love1y woman, died af ter  having
given bir th to her second chi ld.

In October of  1912, I  lef t  home to
perform a mission in the Northern Stat-
es,  Headquarters,  Chicago; President of
the M' ission, German E. El  lsworth.  Since
that t ime the severa' l  states have been
d' iv ided into several  missions,

I vlas asked to go to the l.{ innesota
Conference, trhich consisted of the State
of Mlnnesota.  I  was f i rst  located in $t .
Paul ,  ' later 1n Minneapol  ls.  The meet ing
place was in a rented ha' l l  at  1730 Univ-
ersi ty Avenue. That ' locat ion was midway
between St.  Pau' l  and Minneapol is and
cou' ld be reached for a n ' icke' l  street car '
fare f rom ei ther c i ty.

There were probably a
members,  hence the locat ion
jng place. I  was kept two
years.  I  ret ,urned to Sal t
Apr i  ' l  Conf erence 1n 1 91 5.

dozen act ive
of the meet-

and one hal f
Lake for the

|,lo and a couole of mv cqmpanions.

Many interest ing event$ took pJace
dur ing those thir ty months.  I  saw the
membershlp grovJ unt l l  we had a substan-
t ia l  branch ln both St Pau] and Mlnneap-
ol is.  Vle had purchased a f ine church at
240 North Grette St. ,  St .  Paul .  The
locat ion tvas in a f ine resident ia l  d is-
t r ic t  and we v{ere negot iat ing for  a
church bui ' ldi ng i n southeast l ' l i  nneapol is

A real  "qrognle" in St.  Paul .
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wf ret t  I  wa: ' :  l 'e le l l5ed t  I 'o l t i  l l ly  ] l )  |  l ; : i  l ( ' l )  '

Wlrert  I  lef t  for  t l ie missir :n f ie lct

I  har l  about $600.00 t /h ich togetner w' l t 'h

i;onre money sont to mo l)Y fr iends and

relat . jves enatr led me to perform the

I l r i r  Iv t t t l t t l l t ' .  t t r l " "  l , r t t .  l r r t l  I  r ; , t l t l r  l to l t t r '

I ' t , ,1. t ,  l l r , ,  l t : , t r l r t l  r , l  l l r l  '  wi l l  wnt rr l r l t

l r r , " rw l ,u I  rLL lo l l lot ley wel t t  ; t l  l i r r  .  I  i t  r "1 '

Llne could rent a good room for $10.00 a

rnonth,  $econd, one could buy a good

dinner for  45-60 cents and you were not

supposed to spend e' i ther t ime or money

for s jgfr t  seeing, socia ' l iz ing,  t ravel ing

outsir ie of  your distr ict .  f lowever '  or le

could,  and I  d id *qee the fo] lowing ' l ive

clramas, "Ben Hur" char iot  race with real

hcrses and a] l  for  ten cents.  I  satv l t

as v ie l l  as "Joseph and His Brethren" '

w' i th ' l ive camels.  The B' iue Bi  rd wi th

Maurice Mat- .er1ink.  L ive ch' l ' ldren by t ' l^re

tiozons , M i s-t f{ i  gtts r:f  the Cabnage PaLcli  ,

a r i f iv ing t , r .  i l l  acfogn the countrv ot l  t i ie:

stage, Davic l  Harum' a real  l rorse ta l  Fl int t

r i i l  t . l r ( ]  steP, etc-

Mv mi sstonarY exoer ience ernPha=

sized the ralue and importance of  an

educat ion ar id I  therefore,came home

cieterrni ned to go to school '  Between

Apri l  ' ls t  and $ept 30th I  wcrked oir  a

r . r t rct t  l 'ot  $1. '0.00 per tnort t t t '  t -at  ly  l r l

( - t i  t . r . r l - rr- : r  ,  w iLlr  $300.00 ntothal ar i t l  I  wr:r t t '

f  rom LakeLowrl  Lo Logal ' l  and set up ht 'use-

keepirrg in two rooms wl ' r ich we rert ted'  My

older brother,  l^ l i  1 l ' is  and Morton assist-

ed rne in gett ing a I  i t t le furni ture to

Logan and sorne suPPl ies.

Ms oL ULolt  l l tn ls.

At the Utah State Col lege'  I  was

able to get the equivalent of  one year

of  High School  deferred af ter  my short

missionary course at  Fielding Academy

and credi t  for  "Old Testament" were

cons i dered and a b' i t  of I  i  bet 'a] i  sm

thrown in.  V, l i th that  mater ia l  I  went to

Dr.  F.  S.  Harr is,  head of  the School  of

Agr icu] ture.  He looked the credi t 's  over

and I  summoned a] l  the courage I  could

command and said,  "Dr.  Harr is,  how long

w' i11 i t  take me t ,o graduate f rom this

$chool?" He saidn " t ' le11, You hava one

year of  High School :  you need three more

yea rs CIf t"{ i  gh $choo 1 and f ou r of co 1-

lege. Looks l ike about seven Years" '

Near ly twenty-six vears o]d,  must go to

school  seven years and had $300'00'

Shal  l  I  go or shal1 I  t tot? I  nol l

n lust  make rny f  i  rst  major decis ion'  I

dec' ided to undertake what seemed to me

geJtl9la



at the t ime an over-whelming task.  I
proceeded to reg' ister and then had to do

something by way of  supplement ing my

$300.00. I proceeded t,o get, a iob sweep*

ing out the "old" Art  0epartment.  I  was

al lowed two hours per day and was paid

f  i , [ !een cenf s per hour.  I  don' t  th ' ink
any other exper ience had taught me how

lo ' : l . r r r ly ,  l r t r l  i r r  Lhis i l r r ; l .ance necot;s l t .y

'J  
ld.

At utah State Unlversl tv.

I macle good grades through the
year.  As a nrat ter  of  fact ,  dur jng the

severa' l  years I  at tended I  never turned
' in any ki  nd of  PaPer and got a mark

below a "8".  My marks were good enough

thal- I  was not requl red to take the

f inal  examinat ion.  This was a real
"break" s ince I  was ab' le to get to work

earning money for the next year about

ten days ear l ier  than I  would otherwise.

Now the quest ion t ras that  s ince I  had

decjded to go back to Bear Lake and work

on a ranch. i t  would take about seven

dol lars t ra in fare i f  I  should go to

l4ontpel  ier  by t ra in, then I  wou' ld have to

pay one night Hotel  b i l l '  probably two

dol  jars ' in those days, and then pay rne

stage fare to Laketown, (Someone v/as

carry ing t ,he maj l  dai ' ly  between Montpel-

ier ,  Idaho ot ' l  t f re Union Pac' i f ic  R. R. to

Evanston, Wyom' ing, also on the U,P. ' )  My

father carr ied mai l  over th is route,

rr jnelv mi le: ; ,  j r r  the very ear ' ly  days. I t

was carried then by teams of horses.

Four span, that ' iS,  four teams, were

employed each day to cover the ninety

mi ' les.  I t  is  norv carr ied by automobi le.

Incident ly,  I  l1ved at  Laketown about

ha' l fway hetween the two points. The

stage fare was probab' ty two dol lars and

then there w€re meal s, ( l ' ly board was

included with my wages as soon as I  gCIt
( , t r  t . l r r :  . lo l r  f  .  At tn l  l t r . r l  r l r r  l  l  at  r t l rd l "  l f  I  v

cents.  I  th ink t ,hat  adds up to $12.50.
To have gone to Bear Lake bY way of

Ogden to Evanston bY train and from

Evanston to Laketown by stage would have

added up to about the same thing. Anot-

her th ing v i ta ' l ' ly  ' important in those

days of  t ight  f inances was the fact  that
' i t  would have requ'ired two days to reach

my dest inat ion by t ra ' ln and stage, and

only one day i f  I  walked over the moun-

tain.  I  had a iob wai t ing for  me at

$50.00 per month.  That 's $1.66 per day

and the $1.66 l {as qul te a factor hrhen

matched agalnst an empty"pockst ' .  I  have

mentloned two ways to get from Logan'

Oache Val ley to Laketown, Bear Lake

Va1' ley,  but  nel ther of  them was an al-

ternat ive s ince I  d idn' t  have $12.50.

What wa$ the al ternat ive? To walk the

distance between Logan and Laketown'

about for ty mi les,  and that 's what I

Cid.  However,  i f  I  had had the moneY I

st i ' l l  would have walked the distance

since I  saved one daY at  $1.66, which

when added to the $12.50 made that day

worth $14.16. ( I t  would be a great ioke
if you vrere to discover that my math-

emat jcs was ' in error) .  That was almost

a th i rd of  a months salary and of  course

by al l  odds the best paid day I  had. Tc'

make this t r ip,  skies vJere indispens-

able.  I  therefore procured tr+o pieces of

1.x4x6 '  .  I  thi nned them down about two

feet f rom the end, t ied them in a bent

posit ion and steamed and bent and steam-

ed and bent unti I  I  f  i  nal ' ly had &bout

the riqht bend. I then began to dry them
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out and applied many coats of ol1. They
finally became a pretty decent kind of
sk1.

In making the trip over the moun-
tain range, I reached some points of
elevatlon above 8,000 feet. Some of the
ascents were so steep that 'it v{as neces-
sary to tie a small rope around the ski
and with the knot on the bottom side.
The knot would penetrate ' into the snow
far enough to provide traction. The knot
was removed when I was going down the
side of  a hi '11 ,  I  sat  straddle of  a
st ick whlch served as a brake. I f  I
wanted to slacken my speed I applled
more weight on the st ick.  The whole
experience was so satisfactory that I
used the same methods the fol ' lowing
year. I returned to Bear Lake on'ly two
summers.

Beginning with the th l rd year I
remained' in Logan and worked for Dr.
George R. Hil l on some potato dlsease
proJects.  Dr.  Hi l l  was head of  the Bot-
any Dept.  I  d id conslderable work for
hlm in the f ie ld ln the summer and ln
the laboratory in the winter. There was
considerable lab work to do. Dr.  Hi l l
said, "Chase, you know what there ' is to
do so you may therefore put in all the
t ime you want."  The rate for  that  k ind
of work was forty cents per hour and by
working Saturdays I was able to earn an
average of about one do]lar per day. No
dol lars were ever more preclous.

In October of  1916, your mother
and I  were marr led.  That f i rst  year we
lived in a two room apartment and
enjoyed the winter very much. She took
a few classes at the college and I took
more than a ful I course. I wanted to
reduce the total t ime required'for grad-
uat ionas much as possible and I ,
therefore petltioned for extra courses

at the beglnning of each semester. The
result was that by April 1st of my fifth
year at Utah State I had all of mY ro-
quired work done except a course in
Engl lsh whlch uas l ls ted as current
novels,  and lncidental ly I  had not turn-
ed ln a paper of  any k ind . . . roports,
summar'les, qulzzes or examlnatlons that
were marked below a "8".

I  had sung in the Col lege Glee Club
during the several years I attended
college. l{e had a very decent klnd of
club and it r las customary to make a
short trip once a year .lnto Southern
Idaho or down through Utah. (One year
we went as far south as St. George). l{e
would slng at the local hlgh schoo] once
or twice dur lng the day of  our v ls i t ,
general ly wi thout charge, and then give
a program in the evenlng open to the
public and for which tte made a very
nomlnal  charge. The whole th ing uas
really a method of advertlzlng the
"col lege".  t {e always had a lot  of  fun
and would also provlded the people in
the varlous comunltles a fine program.

Late in March of 1920, the Logan
Rotarians were going to attend a conven-
t ion of  the Distr ict  12 of  Rotary at
Boise, Idaho. They asked us to go along
as entertalners with expenses paid, of
course we quickly accepted the invlta-
tlon. Vile performed most satisfactori ly
in the judgement of all who heard us, so
well as a matter of fact that the twelf-
th dlstr lct  consist ing of  the Rotar ians
in the Utah, Idaho and Montana invlted
us to be their guest at the Internation-
al Rotary Conventlon to be held in At-
lant lc Cl ty,  dur lng the Iast  part  of
June, a1l  expenses pald.  (About $600.00
per man). This was of course an unusual
offer. The Club consisted of six men to
a part, or twenty-four men and an accom-
pan' lst ,  Wi l l iam Petersen, new in ths
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mus' ic dept.  of  the U of  U, and C. R.
Johnson. a f ine mus' ic ian and a f ine
gent' lenran and d' i  rector.

For the t r ip the c lub was cut f rom
twenty-four to twenty and we lef t  Logan
about June 15th.  The rout ' ing was:
Denver,  St .  Louis,  Chicago, l iashington
D. C.,  Pl i  j ' ladelphia,  At lant . ic  C' i t ,y,
Jersey City,  Newark,  Nevv York,  Chicago
and Ogden. We started w' i th about three
cars and soon had a t ra in ' load. From
Ch' icago there were two special  t ra ins.
In every c i ty of  any importance we t .Jere
gu' ided to everyth ' ing of  h istor ica' l  s i9-
n i  f  i  cance or otherw' ise.  That J s,  every
club in ' i ts  own bai ' l iwick seemed to see
tr> ' i t  that  we got a gl impse at  least  of
everything interest ing and f ine.  We saw
the Gettysburg Batt ' lef  ie ' ld,  Val  ley
Forge, Barbara Fr i tchies f lag hanging
out of  the window and I  th ink ' r t  vJas
Fredr jcksburg.  Betsy Ross'  home, Mount
Vernon, and as a matter of  fact  every-
thing of  interest .  We sang in the f inest
hotels and amusement houses in the coun-
try.  Travmore Hotel ,  At lant ic C' i ty and
Terrace Gardens, 0h' icago, as an example.
Every group of  Rotar ians had i ts enter-
ta ' iners (1920 was in the per iod of
Jazz).  The Ch' icago group took with them
two famous high school  bands wjth about
forty members each: Jol jet  and Rockford.
Tlrere t+ere male and str ing quartets,
jazz bands, actua' l  ' ly  a l  I  k i  nds of  per-
formers and every day and n' ight  on the
train vve would bu' i ld up a f  ine show by
taking as l i t t le as one member f rom each
group. At the c lose of  the convent ' ion
i n At I ant i  c Ci t ,y, Lhe New York Rotarians
invi ted us to be the' i r  guest for  three
days. Guides showed us the c i ty and
"cabs" vrere parked in f ront  of  the hotel
to take us anywhere we wanted to go - no
charge of  course

i

son by boat. we passed f{est Point and
stopped at a resort, Bear Mountain State
Park.  a lovely p1ace. l {e made on' ly one
stop of any importance on our way home,
that was at Ch'icago. Vle reached Ogden on
July 2nd and sang in Sal t  Lake on July
4,  1920. That was my last  appearance
w' i th the Club.

Now I must catch up on money mat-
ters,  a ' lways a problem to some of us.  In
1918 the country hras str icken w' i th a
terr i  b le ' f  ' lu '  epidemlc,  and where as
the col lege should have begun i ts
instruct  jon ' in on September,  i t  d id not
begin to hold c ' lasses unt j  I  af ter  the
Chri  stmas Ho] ' idays.  I  was of fered a job

in Bear Lake direct ing the work in con-
nect ion wi th the operat lon of  a steam
driven gra' in separator or thrasher.  My
job consisted of  keeping al l  of  the
machinery in good runn' ing order and
supervis ing the moving of  the thrasher
fronr one farm to another. For that I
recejved $5.00 per day and board.  That
r,/as a stupendous da' i  ' ly wage i n that
t ime. The work lasted unt i l  somet ime
after the f i rst  part  of  November.  When
I had f in ished there I  went to Logan
where I  met Hazel ,  (my wife,  your moth-
er,  and for njneteen of  you, your grand-
mother) .  De' l  Mar;  Spencer had not yet

been born. I got a " job" at the Edwards
Furni ture Store at  $50.00 per month and
worked there unt i l  Dec 31st.  Class room
instruct ion t . las begun at  the col lege
immediate ' ly  fo l lowing Ne.w Years.  Mr.
Edwards offered me a job when summer
vacat ion started, but I  then was plann-

ing to work for  George R. Hi l l  of  the
Botany Dept. As I remember, he gave me

$75.00 a month.  I  don' t  th ink of  any-
thing' important happen' ing except the
bir th of  Spencer,  unt l l  1920 and the
most important incident in that  year was
nry graduat ion and secur ing a job;  those
two experiences were much more important

:
"i,

i{

One day vle were taken up the Hud-
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than the tr io to At lant ic C' i tv.

Mg ln mv cag and qown aLqradugtign.
Hazel dldn'! have a dress qood snqgqh

to attend the ceremonv.

When i t  was evident that  I  would

be graduated with the c lass of  1920, I
proceeded to place an appl icat ion for

employment (you see work was iust  jobs

unt i l  I  was graduated and then the same
thing became more djgni f ied and was
spoken of  as employment) .  t {h i le at  Boise
with the Glee C' lub ment ' ioned previously,

I  went to the Extension Dlv ' is ' ion of  t ,he
Universi ty of  Idaho, which was' located
at Boi se, and f i  ' led an appl i  cat i  on for

employment there. Upon my return to the

campus , I  saw a not i  ce on the bu] I et ' i  n

board that I  cal l  at  the of f ice of  Dr.

R. D. Evans. I  d id and so and the

Doctor, who was head of the Utah Exten-
sion Service of fered me a'posi t ' ion'
(more digni ty)  as county c ' lub agent in

Cache County ' i f  I  could make mysel  f

ava' i ' lable b.v Apr i ' t  1st .  I  immediately
contacted Prof .  N. A. Pederson to learn

i f  I  might take t .he posi t ' ion and wri te

a report  on the hal f  dozen current

novels.  He agreed and I  began work on

Apri l  1st ,  1920, at  $1,800,00 Per Year.
0n' ly July 1st  I  received a wage increase

of $100.00, whjch of  course gave me

$1,900.00 per year.  I  was verY haPPY

with rvhat I thought tvas a "good break"

af ter  we had given so many years wl thout
much and anticipated better and more
" lucrat ive days".

Our f  i rst  ,car.

The work as 4-H Club Leader re-
quired that I  t ravel  over al l  parts of

Cache County and that made it  necessary
for me to get a car.  I  couldn' t  th ink of

buying a new one, the pr ' lce would be out

of  s lght :  so looked for a used car and

found an old Dodge at  the Bla ' i r  Motor

Company for $800.00. I had two or three

hundred. Don' t  know where i t  came from'

but I  needed an addi t ional  $300.00 and

accordlng' ly went to the Thatcher Bros.

Bank. l .{r.  Hatch l istened to my story and

then sa' id,  "Mr.  Kear l  ,  I  know of Your
peop'le and such knowledge as I have ' is

very favorab' le.  I  don' t  for  a minute
quest ion your integr i tY,  but  t+e are

obl ' iged to take care of  our old custorn-
ers and that wi ] l  take a] l  of  our res-

ources. We wi ' l ' l  not ,  therefore,  be able

to take any netr  bus' iness."  I ' lef t  there

with less fa i th in banks and bankers.

I went back to the Blair Motors and

said to Seth Blair ,  "Mr.  Blair ,  i f  I  buy

that car you are going to have to take

my "note" for  $300.00".  He said,  "F ' ine,

we' l l  take your note".  A few days later

I came home and there was a letter in

the mai l  box wi th a Thatcher Bros.  Bank
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return address on . i t .  I  thought,  vJe'11 ,
l  gusr]$ they dr€ go' ing to 1et me have
t.he money and t l iey are advis ' ing me t 'o
t l rat  ef fect .  I  opened ' i t  rather hurr ied-

1y and discoverecl  a short  note advistng
me that the Thatclrer Bank held the note

that I  had gi  r ren to the Bl  a i  r  Motors,
and therefore wl iet t  ' i t  was due I  should
"corne to the Barik and sett le same". Now

al I  vty fa j th in banks and bankers b/as
gone and I  heard mysel f  mutter jng as I

walked to the l rouse, "don' t  worry boys'
the money wi l l  i :e there.  "  I  have always
paid my bi l ls  and paid them on t ime.

There have been r ,housands of  them, but

I  can' t  th ink c i f  one that I  so thorough-

Iy determ' i r red t , r :  pay prompt1y as L did

th ' is  one. Later '  ,  I  wal  ked i  nto the bank

about two days l-r, : f t"rre the note was due'

wa I k ed st ra' i  ght" ac ross to the " notes
payable" window, : ;hoved t ,he money across

the counter,  r , : , :ked uP mY note marked
"paid" and le l t .  '1es.  I  walked as i f  I

owneci the bank . ind I sa' id hel I  o to no

one" My, oh my. t row stupid can a man be.

I  suppose that t l re t rouble wi th me was

the fact that nr:t unti ' l  some months
after t l rat  incic lent , ' i f  I  had gathered

every dime I  had from every pocket I  had
and la id i t  down on a bank counter,  the
cashier couldn' t  have seen i t  ,  and I

was ready to graduate f rom a co] lege, at

least  I  thought I  was, and a' l l  others

agreed that,  I  hacl  in a very splendid way

met a]1 the requirements for  graduat ion.

I am wondering r f  I  had spent ha' l f  of

those f ive years in studying col lege

texts and performing laboratory exper-

iments and the other hal f  d ' iscount ' ing

notes and performing other reiated ser-

vice downtown I might not have had a

more usefu' l  educat ion.

Dur ing the summer of  1920. I  got

a pret ty fa i r  4-H Club program under

way. I  had sugar beets '  poul t ry,  dainy

cal f  .  sewing and baking c ' lubs organized.

Me and a Jersev Calf .

In the late fa l ]  of  1920 the Idaho

Extension Service of fered me the posi-

t ion of  County Agent ' in Bear Lake Coun-

ty.  Nei ther the country wi th i ts h ' igh

e' levat ion and consequent ly co1d long

winters,  or  the lack of  d iversi ty of

crop product ion appealed to me, but the

extra three hundred dol lars per year

did.

Parls - Countv Seat of Bear Lake Countv-

Accord' lngly I  secured a rai l road car
at an immigrant rate and we proceeded to
'load our few pieces of second hand fur-
ni ture ' into i t ,  together wi th a cow' a

tr . ro year old hei fer  and a couPle of
dozen chickens, I gathered up my ov€r-
coat and lantern and the colls, the chic-
Kens and left Logan about 4:00 P.l ' t. on
that cold January day. Mother,  Del  Mar,
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and Spencet were to leave Logan by t ratn

the next dav. I  reached Soda Spr ings and

knew the trajn carry ing them would be

along about 2 P.M. l lhen i t  came, I

jumped on t t  ,+nd lef t  the car,  the cow'

and the cfi  j  cl ' ,ens to come on i n, whi ch

they did t i re r text  daY.

The peotr le at  Par is were very k ' ind

to us and aissisted us in gett ing establ-
' ished in i t  hrluse that was at least as

good as the average in the coryl luni tv '

The f i rst  house t le l ived in in Par is '

t{hat Proved to be our f i  rst con-

cern af ter  we reached Par is wi th i ts

heavy snows and be]ow zero temperatt lres

was the fact that with' in two weeks both

Del Mar and Soencer came down with
"whooping cough".  The neighbor chi ' ldren

in Logan had been vict ims of  the ai l -

ment f rom t ,he fa l l  (Sept.)  and t ' le had

successfu ' l ly  managed to keep our chi  ld-

ren away from them unti l  we began to

prepare to mo'/e to Bear Lake. We thought

that any danger to contact t 'he disease

had gone by,  but i t  hadn' t .  f ' ' i th in a few

davs both of t .hem developed the symptoms

and then the disease. However,  i t  just

ran i ts natur 'a l  course and cleared up

sat isfacfor i  ly .  The second vJorry and

what proved 't.o be the one of most con-

cenl  was to come. The Law provi i ing for

Extension Work to be administered by the

State Agr icul tural  Col leges and carry ing

an appropr iat ion to be part ia l ly  of f -set

the costs passed the nationa' l  congress

in 1914 (  incldental  1y,  the Michigan

State Col lege was the f i rst  Agr icul tural

Col lege ' in the nat ion to employ a county

agent as provided for in the bi l l ) '  The

American Peop'le be' ing such good spenders

of f i rst ,  the other fe l lows money'  and

second, there owll money, proceeded most-

lv in 1919 as far  as ldaho was concerned

to put a County Agent and a Home Demons-

trat ' ion Agent in pract ical ly every coun-

ty in the state;  assistant county agents

in some count ies and some speciaf  is ts ln

c rops and I i  vestock ' i  n a few count i  es '
Then , as ' i f  that Pol i  cY was not dumb

enough, a conference of  th is army of

recent ' ly  employed people was to be held

in Boise in the summer of  1920'  Even

those practices vtere not stupid enough;

the people organized a caravan consist-

i ng of a'l 1 tho agents f rom Freemont

County south to Bear Lake county' west

to Twin Fal ls country start ing to Boise

in county and state owned cars having a

" io l  I  y good t ime a' long the wdY" ,  and

exhaust ing the housing and eat ing faci l -

i t ies in the sma' |1 commun' i t ies along the

wflY, but,  nevertheless,  having a ' lot  of

fun.  There were no agents in Bear Lake

County when I went there on January 1 
'

1921. D. L.  Sargant had been there for

a few months in late 1920, but had lef t

and gone to Cedar C'i ty to teach in the

Branch Agr icul tural  Col lege. He may have

seen " the handwri t ing on the wa] '1" '  The

Armist ice was signed on November 11'

1918. Some' inf lat ion cont inued however

through 1919 and 1920'  However,  the

trend in prices vJas downward and wooi

that could have been contracted through

1920 and as late as November '1921 for 70

cents a pound, sold in 1922 for 6 cents

a lb.  (This is important because later

I  wi l l  c i te an example of  what seemed to



be defeat at  the t ' ime actual ly proved to
be a great bless' ing ) .

Extension work vras f inanced from
three sources: one the Federa' l  Govern-
nrent pard for  St. ; r te Supervi  s ion and
$50.00 per month l :n salar ies;  two, the
state pa1d part  : f  the salary,  not  howe-
ver the same ainouir t  on Sa' lary,  but  the
total  amount pd'rC i : r11 agents lvas govern-

ed by appropr iaLic,n;  th i rd,  the county
prov. ided a car for  use in the work,  paid
ot l rer  expenses anct part  of  the salary,
total  amount also governed by appropr-
iat ion.

i  landed rn i ,ear Lake County about
January 10, 19:1.  I  had lef t  a reason-
ab1 y good job I r" i  Lake a bette r one ' i  n
point  of  Salary i  I '  i t  lasted. The Idaho
State Leg' is I  atu re met i  n January 1921 .
I t  got  around tr :  consider ing the budget
for Extension vror i r .  ' in February as did
also the Boards of  County Commissioners.
Times were not so bad, but st i ] l  tough,
as the resu' l t  r : f  lhe reduced pr ices on
farm commod' i t ies,  espec1al ly,  for  we
were in a mi ' ld der;ression.

The Board o1'  Cou[t t  Commissioners
and the State Leg j  s ' lature cou' ld not
over look that f  ac ' l .  nei ther could they
forget the "caravan" and when they got

done appl yi ng t lre ax to the appropr-
i  at ions for  E;<terrs ' ion,  there r{ere no
spec' ia l  is ts,  no assistant county agents,
no county club aEi:nts, no Home Econom-
ist ,  and only s ix , :ounty agents of  which
I  was one. I  htc i  earned ( t  don' t  know
whether I  earned i t  or  not)  about $1,40-
0.00 whi le working in Cache County.  I
natural ]y paid the Thatcher Bank, I  had
paid to Dr.  ,G. R. H j  11 $100.00 borrowed
money. I  suppose I  spent $100.00 on the
Glee Club tr ip.  anyhow I  had enough to
get into Par is,  Idaho, but not enough to
get out. so ' i t  was my good fortune to be

one of  the s ix agents to "hang on".

I  was in Bear Lake County ten years

at the end of wh'ich I bel ieved I had
deve'loped a pretty sound program and had
done a good deal on it , .  Major aspects
of the program were: Dairy Development,
Poul t ry (  eggs),  Turkey Product ion and
Market ing,  Coooerat ive Market ing other-
wise and Rodent Control .

At the end of ei ght years I ' ind-

icated to J.  H. Reardon that I  wanted to
be transferred to a county w' i th a more
desireable c l imate,  better roads, grea-

ter diversi ty of  crops and more people.

I  was told that  I  had given sat isfact ' ion
in both the matter of  get t ing a ' long wel l
w' i th the people and accompl ish' ing a f  ine
volume of  work.  I  was promised that

where as some one or more people had to
batt le w' i th county commissioners every
year to get an appropr iat ion for  Exten-
sion f{ork, that had not been true in my
case and that i t  was a fact that approp-
r iat ions were made in Bear Lake County
w' i thout dl f f tcul ty.

We had bouoht a home 1n Paris.

I was rated as one of the best
agents and should have been transferred
to a more desireable county.  ( f  t ras
gett ing the highest salary pa' id,

$1,850.000).  However,  count ies opened up
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and I  was not asked i f  I
them, the reason was said
I  was gett ing along so
Lake.

wanted one of
to be because
wel I  in Bear

I t  was customary for  the agents rn

South and South-eastern Idaho tcl spend

one day in Mid-summer at  the Aberdeen

Exner iment Stat ion.  f {e were, there in

Ju]y of  1030, at  which t ' ime I  to ld Mr.

Reardon that because I  was st i l l  in Bear

Lake, I  was hand' ing in my resignat ion
effect ive as of  Dec. 30, 1930. Again I

was to ' ld that  my work was sat isfactory

and that I rated at the top ' in the I i  st

of  Idaho County Agents,  however '  by th is

t ime I  had begun to quest ion the s ' in*

cer i ty of  both Mr.  Iddings and Mr.  Rear-

don. (How often a man can be wrong and

how wrong).

Mr.  Benson, Ezra T. ,  had worked as

County Agent i  n Frank' l  i  n County for some
years,  probably t t+o,  he had been of fered

a job at  the State Off ice as Farm Man-

agement Special ist ,  was gett ing $2,400.-
00 ' in Frankl in County and would stay for

$2,700.00. The county did not want to

put up the $300.00 and the state could-

n' t  s ince i f  they t ransferred me they

would need to t ransfer $300.00 of  state

money to Frankl  ' in to gi  ve me $2 '  
700. 00 

'
which amount I  had said i  would take. I

preferred to sacr i f ice $150.00 per year

s ' ince I  bel ' ieved there was that much

sat isfact ion to be had by the t ransfer.

Also,  by th is t ime I  had bought a smal l

farm out f rom Logan a few mi]es,  which

I could supervise better from Preston

than from Paris.

Me and mv sons Cvr-i I and Soencer 9n the

farm.

Ezra T.  lef t  for  Boise about the

middle of  August and that lef t  the coun-

ty open. In August,  Mr.  Roarden asked me

to meet wi th himse' ! . f  and the Frankl  ' in

County Commissioners in ear ly September.
I did so. Other conferences were had

between State people and the Frankl in

County Committee.

I saw Mr. Reardon at the Eastern

Idaho Fair  in ear ly October.  He again

went over his appraisal  of  mysel f  and my

work,  none of  which I  bel ieved. (How

wrong can a man Oe).  At  that  t ime he

doubted that they would get an agent ' in

Frankl in County and in the event they

didn' t ,  was I  determined to leave the

service.  By now I  was determined to

leaves so I  to ld him I  would ' l ike to go

to Frankl in County,  but  def in i te ly did

not want to remain in Bear Lake County

beyond the end of the Year' Dec. 31 
'

1 930.

There were no further developments

and on January 1,  1931, I  was out of  a

job. Not wanting to move to Logan and

The Countv Aoent..
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then back to Prestcrr  j f  the job at
Frankl  in dld mater ie l  ize,  I  remained in
Par is through Januar-y.  Toward the eno of
that  montfr  thet*  ame to me a $50.00
check from t f re l r f . ' |vpi !  ntnent and $135.00 (a
check from the i ,J; , l io ExtensionJ for I
th ' ink a total  of  i ;  t : ,5.00. I  got  in touch
with Mr.  Reardr- ; r r .1,  ,  s i ry the checks had
been recer ved I  , , r t  that  thev were not
mine and v{ l ' lat  st l iu rC I  do w' i th them. He
again said that  i  l i . id done a f ine job in
Bear Lake County,  t l rat  they in the State
Off ice appreciaied' i t ,  that  I  may think
I  would not do i rny €xtension work af ter
Dec.31st,  but  th i i t  I  had been doing
Extension work t" . i i r  c,rgh January and r iould
cont inue to da- i i . , rs long as I  was in
Par is.  Mr.  Rear^clr : r r  said they had pur-
posely arranged t. i . ;  have the check come
to me and i f t,frev had had cont rol of
that  part  of  the county appropr iat ' ion
marked for salarv they would have sent
that too, That of course made me fee' l
"mighty" good; not the money, al though
i t was gratef u I I  ' r  rece' ived, but rather
the fact  that  t f re 'y rppreciated my ef for t
through the yeai" : - ) .  Mr.  Reardon sa' id they
brere holding a dir ; l . r ic t  agents meet ing
at Pocatel ' lo orr  i ie i ) ruary 7th and would
I i  ke to have me a1.tend. I apprec' iated
the invi tat ion anc at tended.

I was i nf o rni ' :d at Pocate I I  c that
on Feb. 11, Mr.  Ri i r t rer ,  Reardon's assls-
tant  whom I  a ' iwavr;  thought was a poor

admin' istratol  ar : r l  I  th ink what l rappened
dur ing the nexl  .ew days proved the
poi  nt .  Short l ' /  " r ' f "er  Feb 1 1 .  I  had a

let ter  f rom Mr.  [ :a i  ber,  ma' i led to me at

Logan where I hrrd lone. He stated that

when they got, i r lund to consider ing
Extens' ion work l . f ie commissioners became

host ' i le and abcrr t  threw h' im out of  their
of f  ice" and th. i t  i , . r€y t {€F€ com' ing down

to Logan to 5.re vri  thi n the next ' few

days. I t  was krtr r rvr t ' r - 'efore M, Benson lef t

in August that  : l -  ,e lef t  and ' i f  I  were

sat, isfactory to the Frankl  in Gounty
Commissioner,  that  I  would be transf-
erred to Frankl jn County and receive a

$2,800 sal  ary.  Benson had said he wou' ld

stay for  $2,700.00, but the county woul-
dn' t  increase their  budget by $300.00
and they couldn' t  understand how, i f  I
were transferred there the State would
' i  nc rease the a I I  ocat' ion to Frank I i  n
County by $300.00 which together wj th

$2,400.00 would give me the t2,700.00,
but there was not state money to incr-
ease Benson from $2,400.00 to $2,700.00.
This s i tuat lon and the fact  that  Dean

Iddings and Mr.  Reardon yrere qu' l te jn-

s' istent ( so the Frankl i  n Conuni ssioners

said) that I be appo'inted had made them
mad. They thought that  they were bejng

d i ct,ated to. One other factor that
aggravated the situation was the fact
that  included in the group of  applJcants
was a ' local man r. lhom they felt that they
would ' l ike to emp'loy. Ezra Benson vJas
one of the exceptions. There was ius-
t i f iable reason for employing Ezra which
is another story and has nothing to do
with th ' is  instance.

Two or three days after the Feb.
11th meet ing,  Mr.  G. L.  } { r ight  and l . l r .
Luther Fi fe came to Logan to see me.
Neither of  them actual ly looked very

fr jendly,  but  that  d idn' t  d isturb me. I
herd a few sheep and catt le on the p' lace

and was when they arr ived, working on a
fence. After a rather formal greet lng

Mr.  l { r i  ght  said,  "We' l  I  ,  Mr.  Kear l  ,  ' i t

doesn' t  look as i f  you w' i1 l  starve' i f
you don' t  get  that  Frankl ' in County Job. "

I answered that I be' l ' ieved I would make

i t  a l  r ight .

Then he said,  "Mr.  Kear l ,  we want
you to know that we are not opposed to

you being appointed County Agent for

Frankl i  n County. Si nce ' last August l le

have checked your work in Bear Lake
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Cout i ty,  as we' l I  as the mannel in which
you got a ' long with the peoBle.  You made

a splend' icJ record there and are wel  I

l  iked by t i 'e people,  but  we feel  in th is

case t irat we are be' ing pushed around by

someone who is obl ' iged to employ you and

we object  to that !"  I  said to him, "Fir-

st .  I  want you to understand that I  lef t

the Extension Service of  my own choice.

I  am not obl igated to anyone. Nei ther is

Mr.  Iddings or Mr.  Reardon obl igated to

me' in any sense of  the wo.r"d.  l f  t 'hey
persist  in keeping me name at the top of

the I  i  s t  of  appl  i  cants.  ' i t  i  s  because.

I  presume, t ,hey feel  that  I  can give you

ful l  sat isfact ' ion as a county agent,  but

they are r i , . ,L ob' l igated to nte.  Therefore,

f  rom now on in any further considerat ' ion
you g' i  ve t .o th ' is  matter,  keep i  n mi nd

t l rat  ne. i ther lddings nor Reardon has any

ob] igat ' ion to me and that the Extension

Serv' ice wi  I  I  approve anyone of  the f  i  rst

three names on a ' l  i  st that you desi g-

nate.  In so far  as the $300.00 addi t ion-

al  salary is concerned, that  t ,hey were
go' ing to bi^ i  ng i  nt ,o Frankl  i  n County,  i  f

I  were t ransferred, i t  ' is  Part  of  a

state appropr iat ion al  I  of  which is ncl t

a ' l located to count ' ies,  but  not equal
amount.s i  rt  each county . I f  I  rema'i ned

t l rere the s300.00 wou' ld remain there.  I t

would not.  be avai  lable for  t ransfer

however ' i f  I  d id not move. An agent
would plac:" :  in that  countv on a start  jng

salary of  $2,200,00 or $2,30C1.00 and the

money coujd then be transferred and

become part  of  my salary of  $2,700.00.
At.  that  point  Mr.  l { r ight  said "That 's

al I  we want to know. l{hen can you start
' in our col tnty?" I  said,  "When do you

want me?" He answered, "As soon as pos-

sible,  "  I  said,  " f {ou1d March 1st  be

sat isfact , : i "y.  He said that  i t  would be.

I  asked fr im about the $300.00 they

had taken out of  their  budget,and he

said t l"rat i t  was done ' in the absence of

fu l l  knowledge on their  part ,  that  the

budget l'rad been approved and that the

law wouldn' t  ]et  them change i t  but  that
' i t  would be put back the fol lowing year.

Since I had been told that the commis-

sioners wou'ld not approve a county agent

salary ' in access of  $2,400.00 no matter

where ' i t  came from, he said they would

approve the h ' ighest sa' lary I  could get

no matter where it  came from. And so in

ten minutes a matter that  had dragged on

for three months and caused considerable
misunderstanding and bad feel ings tvas

cleared uo.
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Hcv;evel th is , :e i ; : rv wds of  l i t t  le consequence c;ompared with the sat ' is fact ion on my
parr,  to have so ru1ly demonstrated the ' loyal ty of  the th/o men. Dean Iddings and Mr.

Reardon with whoin I  had worked for ten years.  l  t lud begun to quest iot t  the loyal ty and

the exrrression (rn +,rre part  of  both cf  these merr on several  occasions, that  is  that

my worl . r  had beei ' r r i : ) : , t  sat , is factory over a ten vear per iod and that they bot,h desired
tfrat  I  r  r : rne i r r  r r r  1r  r . :  Service.  The whole expclr ience a1so polnts up the fact  that  one

caf i  b, . : l  grossly j i r  { i - ror  in reach' ing a conclustot ' r  not  matter what the evidence might
he anrJ t l ' rat  or t t r : : l i r : ru ld be s ' low to reach any conclus' ion tn matters where personal

in[e, t r - i ty  rs in ' , , r : lved, Perhaps we wou' ld do wel l  in such cases to reach no conclusion,

,{,.o &o'' ; t
,J--.q,1

"*'t i

,/nJ 
-5. , ,  t ,  .  '# '

f'"t*tri*i*j"!

, , , , . i  J
" .  1 i i

, ' r  I

,,,,;:l i{l {

Jt ,t r"fo1
412, Miurr  st lct . l  ,  l ' r ' ts t r . rn.  l l iotr l  l1f . l0,  Lookirrg r tot t l t .  Arr  o ld Wi l l  l togcrs tnt . rv i t , is  on at  the

I  reported l ' r . , i  work on the morning of  March 1,  1931.I  cont inued on the iob for
eleven years.  l "hr ;sc years were for the most part  p leasant years.  Not unt i l  the "New

Deal Farm Prograrn" came along did I  begin to fee' l  that  under no circumstances could

I  adopt or recornmend or cooperate fu l ly  and enthusiast ical  ly  ' in the app' l ' icat ion of

a program that was so obvlously the product,  of  t ,h ' i rd-rate pol l t ic lans.  To adopt and
recommend practrry: , i  that  weFB c, i , :  letelv in reverse of  those that had been establ-
j  shed as pF&ci  i  i r  i  and correct  i t ; t  able and carefu ' l  research author i t ies,  as for

rns; tance Dr.  Jr) f - , r t , , i .  } , , idstoe arrd i l f l r ich had been proved correct  by good farmers over

a per iod of  tv ie ' r iL ' r  f ive years was something that I  could not subscr ibe to.

T[e ent i re Exter-rs i rn Service fe] t  exact ly as I  d ' id persona' l  integr i tv is involved.

Perhaps we woulJ c lu wel l  in such and so af ter  a few years when i t  appeared that the

Farnr Frogram as.; t iHct  of  the New Deal Nat ' ional  Proqram was not going to improve, I  sub-

mit ted mv reg i r lnai ;on.
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Effect ive cr i  January 31st" ,  1942" I
$ugar Company and reported for work

hacl accepted a
on the morn' ing

posi t ion v l i th the
of February 1st ,

Frankl  in County
1942.
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Ihe cr i t  ic ' isms I  of fered were not
general  I  y of  Extens' ion Work ,  (You wi I  j

say,  why would you, you were in Extension
| ,Jork).  Sometimes the special jsts began to
act as i f  t f rey were ei ther the D' i rector
of  Extensior i  or  h is Assistant and we met
that s i tuat iun by jgnor ing what he said
or just  d ' idr i ' t  do i t .  I  th ink,  for  the
most part ,  the co' l  leges al  I  over the
country accepted and integrated the prov*

is ' ions of  the Act rather quickly and
modif ied i t  to f i t  the s i tuat ions in a
f i rst  c lass menner.  I t  was the New Deal
Farm Progranis t .hat  provoked my cr i t jc isms

b*

l.r;;d'];
786. F'rankl in County Sugar Company, 1922-1962.
$rnoke l rotr t  the Rig Stack is said to be the f i rst  in tht  fa l l  o l  l ( )22,  opening campaign.
Af lcr  t r r t t t l  t t ' r t t 's  o l 's t luggle,  f i r ls t 's tar ts,  l i t igrr t ion urrr l  r l r l ins.  the sugar ni i l l  f i rst  began sl ic ing beets in October of

Mitr t ' l t  !1,  l l {1r8,  I t  lvr ts lx, twt 'en tht 'Ogr len Sugtr ' ( 'o.  i r r r r l  Arrst in } ' lo l l ingsu'ol th,  t ' lar l 's  Iat .her,  He, contracted to raise two
ircres o{ l ) ( ' r , ls  i l t  } i i i l .1-r0 per ton.  Signing l i : , r . the suldiu.( ,onl l ) ln\ '  \ \ ' i ls , fo l t  I ) ingt .et , .

tnt tst  l t ; rvr , i r  l )ur ' r l l  r 'o- t , l l i t ' i t , t r l  o l  t tot  l t ,ss t l t i ln, ! i ( l  l , ( . t { . ( ,1t .

The Fanklin Cguntv Suqar Facto,y

and most ' ly  because they tr ied f l rst  to
in i t iate a farm program that was a com-
bination of poor theory and extremely bad
pract ' ices,  and to administer i t  w' i th one
or the other of  tyro types of  indiv iduals;  :

one, broken down types of  pol ' i t ical  hacks
who had never been successful ' in any of

thei  r  undertakings even po' l l t ics;

secondr young fel lows only t | {o years out

of  k indergarten and they had learned
nothing in those two years.

i did not know when I accepted emp-

loyment wi th the Frankl in County Sugar
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negot iat ing for  thrs Michigan property or
not. However, Mr- Thomas Heath came to

---mcmgah-ln 
Marcl ' i  of 1942 and the

Carl tons purchased the property in Apr i l
of  that  year,  Mr.  Heath and Mr.  Lewis were
in Michigan throu'J l r  Apr i l ,  May, and June
gett ing the acreage contracted ancl  p lant-
€d, and rnost ly th innned by ear ly June.
About June 1Sth,  Mr.  f leath came back to
Preston to see i f  I  would come go Michigan
as manger of the outf i t .  He offered me
$5,000.00 with al l  expeses arrd a l iberal  iar
al lowance. Al thou. ' . lh
$5,000.00 was a good salary at that t ime, I
registered a dozen reasons why I  should
not come.al l  of  which he talked me out
factor ies in th is eastern area; Michigan,
Ohio,  one in Wisconsin and one in lndiana.
All  of which had operated some of the
years from 194O to 1942. Eighteen were
operat ing when we came here.  Fi f teen were
operat ing in 1950 and when we discont inu-
ed operat ions only nine were operat ing

Alma Mich.
Bay City Mich.
Croswel l  Mich.
Lansi  n g
Saginaw
Sebewing
St" Louis
Mt. Pleasant
Caro
Owassa
Bl issf ie ld
Super ior
Mt, Clemens
Indiana
Hol land
Paulding, OH
Findlay,  OH
Buckeye, OH
Green Bay, Wl

After having wri t ten
paper and before I go on
ing per iod of  my l i fe in
experience, I must record

Alma
Bay City
Croswel l

Saginaw
Sebewing

Caro

Findlay
Buckeye
Green Bay

5O pages of this
to a rnore matur-
both years and
something about

and i t  is  qui te l ikely that  at  least  three
others wi l l  have been closed down withing
the next f ive years.  Two of  the nine were
down two years and would never have
started again except that Great Western
Srrgar Company purchased them. One other
was closed down and opened after i t  was
re-f inanced. At least three factories that
purchased some very expenslve equipof. I
f inal ly agreed to come for two years, and
although I have repeatedly asked to be
transferred or replaced, here I am at
nearly the end of seventeen
years. I  arr ived here on July 6, 1942,

At the t ime there were twenty sugar
ment f rom Frankl in County Sugar af ter
195O have been closed permanently and one
factory in the extreme north ahd on6 in
the exteme south would have been closed
except for the fact that when we quit they
picked up in each case about 12OO acres of
excellent beet land which would not have
been avai lable.

Alma
Bay City
Croswell

Saginaw
Sebewing

Caro

F indlay
Buckeye
Green Bay

one of the most thri l l ing exper-
iences I had ,ever had up to that t ime.
Again I found myself moving camp for John
Nebeker, Fred Nutt, a decent sort of fel low

Chase Kear! :. Jta.Sg_30-
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in many ways, but t ru ly a 'nut t '  in many
ways also,  We were grazing the f lock of

sheep over arr area at the head of Logan
Canyon. Orr, l inar i ly  we would locate our
camp near d gcDd spr ing and take our
"bedrol l "  on the back of  a horse out
where the sneep would l ikely "bed down"
for the nigtr t .  Tirere we would f ind a large
pine tree, trrm off some of the smaller
branches, put them on the ground with the
"bow" up anrJ i f  we took t ime to t r im a

dozen or so we had created a pretty good

kind of  "spr" ing" upof ' l  which to make our
bed. On one occasion, I had proceed to
"ki l l "  $ome trme, Fred had said he would
check on the herd and that probably we

would s leep in camp i f  i t  appeared that tho
herd would get as far as the camp. He said

he would check on the si tuat ion but of
@urse in any event we would eat supper

at  camp. As t ime progressed I  bui l t  a f i re
and proceeded to prepare supper.  Every-

thing was rnoving along sat isfactor i ly .  I

was sett ing in the tent when I  heard a

noise which sounded l ike a dry l imb break-
ing.  I  thougi i t  i t  was Fred and af ter  hav-

ing waited long enough for him to arr ive I
walked to t lre front of the tent and looked
over the s ide and there probably a hundr-
ed yards away was a black bear in the
process of eating "ants" (Bears love honey,
berr ies and ants).  The bear had made the

noise when he rol led an old piece of rot-
ten tree over (rotten trees harbor nests of

ants).

I went back in the tent and got a 30-

3O rif le and came back to my posit ion near

the front of  the tent,  however whi le I  wa$
gett ing the r i f le loaded and otherwise

making read;,  for  my f i rst  "bear k i l l "  a l l  of

which had to be done very quiet ly,  I  came

to the front of the tent and the bear had

moved down to wi th in a few yards of  the

tent, he seemed not to have seen the camp

or an open f i re upon which I  was cooking

supper, but rather he stood broadsides to

me and was lool<ing at our horses which
were grazing in a smal l  opening nearby.  I

was at that time probably fourteen y€ars

old. I  had grown up with the notion that

the heart was so fatal that to touch it even
with a pin point resulted in sudden death.
We have learned since that some of the
vital parts of the heart may be replaced

and the heart i tself may be handled much

the same as if  i t  were putty. In this inst-

ance, I had a choice. Now I realize that I

should have shot him in the brain bY

aiming at the spot just behind the ear. I
chose however to shoot him in the 'heart'
and aimed therefore at a spot just behind
the front leg. A post mortem showed that

he had been hi t  squarely in the heart  and
yet he ran at least seventy-f ive yards

before he fel l  dead. From where I stood to

where he stood when I shot him was exact-

ly th i r teen 'boys steps' ,  probably twenty
five feet. l f  he had turned on me rather

than to run in the opposite direction I

can't real ly imagine what might have hap-
pened.

Accidents

I have had manY accidents, Some that
should have proved fatal. On July 24, in

1903, I was racing a horse. He stepped in

a hole and fel l .  I  came up with a dislocated

shoulder. Father could probably have "set

i t " ,  but  he was not there.  A Sister Wahl-

strom tr ied to set i t  back into place by

near ly twist ing i t  of f  and i t  was ki l l ing me.

Her efforts were unsuccessful. At the end

of two days i t  had swel led up unt i l  i t  was

as large as my head and no one can un-

derstand how painful i t  was unless they

have exper ienced that k ind of  in jury.  The

nearest doctor was at Montpelier, forty-

f ive miles away. At the end of the two days

I was loaded into a "Ludlow",  that 's a

'hal fbreed'  between a buggy and a wagon

and drawn of course by a team of horses.

It took a good team to cover that distance
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seventy*f ive rr l i les north of  here,  near
Saginaw, ani l  k l l led al l  of  the people on
board,  for ty ' -  ieven of  them, a terr ib le
accident indeed. In August,  1936, in Pres-
ton, ldaho ar,<l  the day fol lowing the stag-
ing of a most successful night rodeo, the

commit tee, of  which I  was a member,  decid-
ed to charter an airplane and f ly up to

Yel lowstone wnere we would have dinner
and return c ' iur- ing the af ternoon, l t  was

said that  a Dr;rne could be landed on some
sort  or  a i r f  r r i r l  near Meridian. We never
reached thal  i , r r : int .  As we f lew northward,
along &11 d al:rr: , \ ,e the Teton Range, several
of  us f rom t imc to t ime rode in the cockpi t .
The Teton R;ir iqe is about 13,000 feet eleva*

t ion and we were f ly ing at  about 14,000
feet.  The pictr . r re below us was truly one of
grandeur.  l ' l ' , " : , t 'e is,  of
course, no vegetation at that alt i tude; for

the most part  the terrain was
composed 01 solid rock with many cup

shaped depressions each holding a t iny
emerald lake of  exquis i te beauty.  These
with splasher of  perpetual  snow made the
whole area c{ th ing of  beauty.  Not unt i l  the
airplane cdffrt i  into existence had man ever
seen any ol ' these places of  s ingular
beauty.  As we reached the pass through
the tetons, trre pi lot steered the plane to
the r ight  anrJ aimost seemed that we pass-.

ed a great Tetor i  on ei ther s ide.  The plains

dropped aln,r : ,s i  straight down for about
7OO to 1OO0 leet according to the estimate
of the pi lot .  Jennies Lake was below us.
The pi lot inrr ir:diately discovered that one
motor was r lead. ( l t  was the r ight  hand
motor and or ie of  three) and the rudder

had locked. There were not many feet

between us ;{ i id whatever was below.$ome-

times it  was trees, or " lennies Lake, or bare
side hi l l ,  or  just  p laces of  sol id rock as

the pi lot  me;rsured the plain to make the
best possibl*  landing, and that before we

struck some r:f these objects. We could

never have niade another c i rc le.  The pi lot

therefore tr-v'Jr". a forced landing on a bare

plateau which was nearly level but covered
with rock and sagebrush. The plane was

tit lecl to about a 30 degree angle and
moving forward at about 90 miles an hour.

The r ight  hand wheel of  the landing gear

was the f irst part of the plane to str ike
the ground and be torn off.  That permitted

the r ight  wing of  the plane to t i l t  suf f -

ic ient ly to str ike the ground and i t  was
torn off and badly spl intered. Then, of the

three motors, the one to the extreme right
had doubled up l ike a pancake' come

around and smashed a hole in the side of
the plane. Almost every seat was torn loose
from the f loor of the plane. Several fel lows
were pi led up on the f loor. We got the door
open, helped them to their feet and every
man got out on his own power. The most
severe damage to anyone was sorne skinned
shins. Not a man was knocked out.

To reach Bur ley by t ra in one would

leave the main l ine of  thE Union Paci f ic
going to Port land at American Falls. Mother

had a sister, Leanora Severe, whonr she
hadn't seen for years l iving at
Bur ley.  I  had a not ice ( l  was then a Coun-
ty Agent in Bear Lake County) to attend a
meet ing at  Gooding, ldaho, which was
si tuated on the main l ine of  the U.P. and
only about f i f teen miles north and west of
Burley. l t  seemed to me that this provided

a go<ld opportunity to take
mother to Bur ley where she might v is i t  her

sister.  Surely I  would have no
di f f icul ty in catching a r ide f rom Burley
across country to Gooding. l t  was in Nov-

ember and the cold November winds wero

sweeping across the open spaces in ldaho

as is usually the case. Mother's nephew

was working in a garage. I  went there and

he was working on a fe l lows car who would

be leaving at about 4 o'clock. I  thought

the fel low with who I was to travel was

sl ight ly drunk, but that  gave me no
part icular concern. We didn't leave, howev-

er, unti l  about 7:00 P.M. In the meantime, I
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stJppose the fel low had a few more beers'
i t  that  was what l te was dr inking. l t  was of

course dark by that t ime, but off we went

rn a Model T Ford fu l l  of  a l l  the holes that

any other Ford frad. Before long there
loomed up ahead ot  L. ts a fe l low dr iv ing a

hc>rse hitctred to a cart and before anyth-
ing was done to s lacken our speed we had

hi t  and demol ished the cart ,  broke the

horses leg and t ipg, 'ed the Ford over.  I

came out wi th a bi iJ iy sprained ankle and

no one else was hur^t. We had to shoot the
poor horse and si;r. . : . ,e the man who was

dr iv ing him accepted $15.O0 for damage to

both cart  ancl  hot 'se,  we probablv should

have shot him also. I wanted to say some-

thing, but s ince I  c l id not want to appear

in court  in Bur ley later as a wi tness, I

kept st i l l .

ln the fa l l  of  '1943, Mr.  Nichols,  Field
Super intendent,  and "shorty" our electr ic-

ian were at  Capac where we had instal led

a new beet loading device for  the purpose

of adjust ing and i ; r therwise gett ing the

dump working in gorrd order.  We started on

our retut-n to Mt.  Clemens. We were travel-

ing south on North Avenue and came to a

cro$s road. There was no signal for us to

stop. There was no'.t irere a "stop" sign on

the road running east and west.  Mr.
Nichols did not see i1 car coming from the

east at  about th i r tv rni les per hour,  and i f
the dr iver of  the other car,  a Model T,  saw

either the s in or t . ls ; ,  he paid no at tent ion
to us and conseqLrrnt ly hi t  us squarely
"amid ribs". He hail  i  M*,i j i : i l  T. We had one

of the heavy Plymr
good fortune, for
th i r ty mi les per '
wouldn' t  be wr i t i r ;
car we were in w::
dr ive the ent i re bc;

, i  that was our
rad hi t  us going

h a heavy car, I
ihe incidett t .  The
j iard enough to

,s th€ car unt i l

one could stand in rront er i  t t  and see the

chassis fu l l  length.  :he f ront seat in wh' ich

I was sitt ing was knocked about one foot '

out  through the frorr t  door opening. I  was

knocked to the pavement and got up reel-

ing l ike a drunk man. Whi le down, however '

I  heard one fel low who witnessed the

coll ision at close range say "the guy's

cjead." I  did have two scalp lacerations
that required fourteen sti tches to bring

together, bad neck, shoulder and leg

injur ies and perhaps lucky to be al ive.  Mr.

Nichols got three cracked r ibs and
"Shorty",  s ix or eight facial  lacerat ions.  l t

cr:st $722,00 to repair the car and believe

it or not cost were not as high in'1943 as

they are in 1958.

ln 1898 I was the vict im of a verY

ser ious accident involv ing a v i ta l  organ.
(He lost an eye). l t  is altogether possible

that the same kind of injury today could

be repaired without leaving any bad effect.

Even in that day had I been taken to a

physic ian in Sal t  Lake i t  might have been
possible to have had the injury taken care

of satisfactori ly, but Salt Lalce was a hun-

dred f i f ty mi les away. That 'was a long way

by team over a very Poor road, and as I

remember i t  was ear ly spr ing which would

have affected the whole matter adversbly.

Nothing was done, but I  b lame no one. This

rnjury,  however,  has alwaYs been the

source of inconvenience. l t  has been at

t imes embarrassing and it  has definitely

been a handicap. I st i l l  want to go on

record as being
grateful that it was no worse and I am
particularly grateful that i t  didn't affect

my choice in some important
matters. As for instance, suppose at ag€

twenty-f ive,  wi thout any high school  or

college training and after I had been told

it would require seven years to get a

col lege degree, I  had permit ted th is in jury

to deter me from going to school.

Our f r iend, Bi l l  Shakespeare says, "Al l

the world's a stage and al l  the men and

women merely actors; Each has his entr-

ance and his exi t . "  I  don' t  know where Bi l l
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thought tha' t  , , . rould apply in his part icular
wri t ing,  but  s ince a poet need not speak
the truth or br id le his imaginat ion,  I  sup-
pose lr is ust: of the metaphor is al l  r ight '
He also said l"hat "the fool wore precious
jewels.on hr: ;  head."  I  wi l l  not  go along

with Bi l l  on that.  l f  the fool  wears precious
jewels on l r rs head, why don' t  we have

some ? ln order that  you might not get

ent i re ly away from "that something in the
"West" that no one has ever been able to
explain,  I  cal l  your at tent ion to the fo l low-
ing rhyme t t rat  I  penned as I  approached
the "Rockies on my way west by rai l  som6
year$ ago.

Oh r l rgged r i r , " luntains ta l l  and grand.

$i lhouetted ;rgainst  the sky you stand,
Your snow capped summits gleaming white.
Spread gent le shadows through the night.

Upon a peacnful  land.
Here people i ive and work and play,

And nature wi th a tuneful  lay.
Brings solace at the close of day.
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