
HISTORY #13 A SHORT HISTORY OF

HAZEL (IOVELESS) KEARL,

\ - - . /  This short  History of  Hazel  (  Loveless )  Kear1 was f  ound in a diary that

she was keeping. I t  a lso includes informat ion found in the "History of

Orem. t t
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History #13

One of  the most di f f icul t
th ings to do, I  am sure,  is  to
try to recal l  the f i rst  th ings
that happen in ones l i fe.  I  re-
member my cur ly hair .  I t  was not
wel l  cared for,  combed by a big
sister,  whose jerks and pul ls had
but one purpose -  to remove the
snar ls and make braiding poss-
ib le.  I  had no idea then that
cur ly hair  could be pret ty -  only
that i t  was troublesome, unnec-
essary and must therefore be cut
l ike a boys! Not a pleasant expe-
r ience for a l i t t le gir1.  There
is no memory of  the cur ls ever
corning back but,  to some extent,
they must have.

Mv Mother and F'a.ther. .fa.mes A

and Jul ia (Ekins) Loveless.

even that had i ts advantages
because since mothers and older
sisters r^rere needed to pick straw
berr ies,  instead of  working in
the f ie lds,  f  had the care of  3
younger brothers and a neighbor
boy for whom I  must have been a
real  convenient standby. The loss
of shoes and stockings in the mud
were a minor consequence when
berr ies had to be picked.

Mv home on the Prowo Rench

(oren).

A11 of  th is happened when f

a chi ld and l ived on the

Provo Bench, today's Orem, where
I was born in 1889. f t  then had
one ward but has grown to be one
of the largest c i t ies in Utah
with many, many wards.

The Provo River carr ied the
melt  f rom the winter snow that
was stored in the Wasatch Moun-
tains and in the spr ing found i ts
way into Utah Lake and f  i -nal ly

was

I was the

boy than gir l  )

youngest gir l  (more
in the fami ly and



Writ ten by HazeI (  Loveless )  Kear l

into Sal t  Lake. Ages ago as i t
f lowed into the val ley i t  created
a del ta made up of  layers of
rocky soi l  now known as the Provo
Bench. When the pioneers f i rst
entered the Sal t  Lake Val ley they
found that to have farm land for
everyone they must set t le in the
areas that were adjacent to the
val ley.  They sett led both to the
north and the south of  the Sal- t
Lake Val ley.  When Mother and
Father were 18 and 2L years old,
respect ively,  they decided to
sett le on the del ta north of
Provo and they f i led for  a home-
stead on government land, The
or ig inal  s ize of  their  homestead
was 160 acres.

Ttr is dry delt& was completely
covered with Sage Brush. A grey

shrub with a leaf  somewhat resem-
bl ing a wi l low. I t  has a pungent

odor and grows about 6 '  h igh in
fert i le soi I .  The pioneers wi th
energy and determinat ion dug
canals and created an i r r igat ion
system for the Provo Bench br ing-
ing water f rom the foothi l ls
acr0ss th is plateau. The land
proved to be extremely fer t i le,
AII  that  was needed was water to
br ing into product ion some of the
choicest  land in Utah.

Here rny father and mother and
a few others bui l t  the f i rst  log
houses on what is now the garden

spot of  Utah. Some of the old
houses are st i l l  s tanding. They
were being used as tool  sheds
when I  last  saw them.

When f  was young snakes were
common but were not usual ly poi-

sonous. Mother of ten to ld of
placing a baby on a qui l t  in the
door way of  her home to take
advantage of  the sunshine and of
f inding a huge snake enjoying
that same sunshine by the s ide of
the baby. The land was cleared of
sagebrush and crops grew f ine.
Berr ies grew profusely and those
who l ived in the c i ty of  Provo
thought the f ru i t  grown "on the
bench" was great.  The Plateau
soon became noted for i t  t  s huge
orchards and the f ie lds of  f ru i ts
grol^tn that  were grown there.

The fol lowing account of edu-
cat ion in Orem appeared in a
recent "History of  Orem.t '

"Teaching only ' the elenentary
grades, one through eight,  creat-
ed some di f f icul t ies.  An incident
that Ray V. Wentz,  a teacher

recorded shows the real i ty of

th is problem: "
Just  before graduat ion t ime,

James A. Loveless,  the pioneert

came to me. ( I  was the pr incipal

and teacher at  the t ime. )  He

lnquired about his gir ls,  HazeL

and Annie.  He wanted to know i f
they would be gradated with the
next group I  informed him they
were two of  the best pupi ls and
would be ready to graduate.  He

thought a l i t t le whi le,  then

said,  "my wife and f  have been
talk ing th is over and we would

l ike you to retain them. "  f  was

dumbfounded and asked for an
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The quarter sect ion that James and Jut ia homesteaded.
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Writ ten by Hazel  (Loveless) Kear l

explanat ion.  He stated that the
eighth grade is the highest c lass
here and we cantt  send them away
to school  r  so i f  you retain them
they can take the grade over.  f
to ld hin i t  would be the sa,me
lessons and the same teacher.  yes

he repl ied we have considered aI l
that .  So f  gave my consent pro-
vided he talked i t  over wi th the
gir ls giv ing them a sat isfactory
explanat ion.  At a meet ing wi th
them the next morning we had a
talk about the s i tuat ion,  and
came to a c lear understanding.
Next year these two gir ls were in

my classes and
were my hard-
est  workers.
When gradua-

t ion t ime came
round the next
termr they
pas sed wit  h
high honors.
And I  had been
successful  in
secur ing

scholarsh ips
for them to

Mother in the eishth srade,
at tend the Utah Universi ty for
the next school

On enter ing school  in the fa l l
they were soon given an examina-
t ion and were passed on to higher
classes. Their  last  year had not
been wasted.

In those days hops were grown
in great quant i t ies.  I  don' t  know
whether they were wi ld or cul t i -
vated but s ince they are a bi t ter

herb used for medicine and also
for beer I  th ink they must have
been cul t ivated. Mother te l ls
about gather ing the pist i l late
cones and sel l ing them to earn
her way through school .  My rnother
taught in the Provo Schools.
Br ighan Young Academy in provo

was then only a High School .  Here
both my Mother and f  received our

My mothers fondest wish and one
which she and father worked hard
to achieve (  for  which they
irr igated and picked berr ies in
the bl lster ing hot sun) was to
have al l  their  fami ly graduate

from the Br igham Young Academy.
My regrets have always been that
I  let  mother feel  that  we as k ids
were assuming the di f f icul t  ro le,
not she.

I  graduated from BYU in the
year of  1908. f t  was only a high
school  educat ion by today's stan-
dards,  but i t  meant much more in
those days.
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History #13 -  HazeL (Loveless) Kear l

those days.

In fa i r  weather I  rode a bicycle,  which was perhaps rather bad on
the legs.  In the winter we moved into two rooms in Provo and kept house
for ourselves.  My sister and I  went home those 1-0 mi les to Orem each
Friday night.
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The Spencer Sehool where I  went to grade school

and where I later taueht.

After I  graduated f  taught school
south of  Orem, between Orem and
Provo in the Lincoln Schoo1 for
two years and then in the Spencer
School  in Orem for two years,

f  was then cal led to f i l l  a
mission for the LDS Church in the
Northern States wi th i ts mission
headquarters in Chicago, I11.

f spent one year as the com-
panion of  Stena Scorup, Stena was
the most ef f ic ient ,  s incere per-

son i -n the wor ld.  Miss Al ice Wood
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Writ ten

was my next companion.

Mother wi th three of  her miss
ionary companions.

After my mission I  returned to
my home and fel t  terr ib ly out of
placer so I  accepted a teaching
posi t ion at  the Spencer School

by Hazel  (  Loveless )  Kear l

She was a most wonderful per-
son. From there f  was sent to
Minneapol is.  We worked most
earnest ly and energet ical ly but
f  'm not sure how much gclod we
did.

We vis i ted the saints f re*
quent ly and did our best.  Bro.
George T. Bensen, father of  Ezra
T. Benson, was our presiding
Elder.  He was splendid but at  the
At the next conference f  was
changed to the St.  PauI Distr ict
and given Bertha Pearson as my
companion and Chase Kear l  as the
Presiding E1der,  Here f  f in ished
my mission and in September of
L914 was released.

;i$i" :-.,,. \ ,
{ffiP r{'"

' ,  i "J

for  the next year,  the school
that f  had graduated from in
1904.

,  , l"  ( \  . . '11
t'".*:F"ry'' i

t i

Me and ny brothers.  James and George. of f icers in the MfA.
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History #13 -  Hazel  (Loveless) Kear l_

Me about the time that
I  was marr ied.

I taught the Znd grade for one
year and then got marr ied to my
former Mission Distr ict  Presi-
dent,  Chase Kear l ,  and had my
future cut  out for  me.

Li fe became a rout ine.  The
f i rst  year that  f  was marr ied I
went to school  at  the UAC with
Chase. I t  was a great thr i l l .  I
took c lasses in Foods, Home Con-
struct ion,  and Sani tat ion,  and a
class in history.  The next July
Del Mar was born and from then on
my job was tending babies.

That's about all that Mother
wrote.
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