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Histories of

Long ago and far away in the v i l lage
of Chaddesly,  Lancashire,  a daughter was

born on March 22, 1817 to Jeanette
(Holden) and Robert  Hunt ington. Her
parents were wel l  to do, owning their  own
home and a row of cottages as well as

other property that  they rented. They
named the infant Jane.

Jane (Huntinstonl Eastham

Also in Lancashire a son was born on

February 3,  1820 to Roger and Margaret

Ogden Eastham. They named him John.
These chi ldren would not know each other

for a number of Years. After
approximately fourteen years had passed,

John went to work for the rai lroad and

Jane went to work as a cook's assistant

in the home of some very wealthy res-

idents.  There she learned al l  the rud-

iments of  p la in and fancy cooking which,

combined with her natural  apt i tude, made

her quite famous and she was rnuch in

demand to plan and supervise banquets

on special occasions for special guests.

History *7 -  Jane (Hunt ington) and John Eastham

Jane (Hunt ington) and . . lohn Eastham wri t ten by Grace Kear l  Lamborn'

Combined and Edi ted by Cyrf  l  M. Kear l .
i,
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At f irst John was a sort of errand boy. A
"Lackdy he was called. However, he wat-

ched ind worked and l is tened and at

twenty years of  age he was a fu l l  f ledged
en g i  neer.
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In the meantime, John and Jane had
'met,  fa l len in love and were marr ied.

When Joht1r was given a posit ion with the
Ira l r roao as an engineer he made a dai ly

run fromi Liverpool  to Longr idge, the
young newlyweds went to Liverpool to
make thelr home. The lived there for
several ydars.

Then i John was transferred to
Derbyshirre where they l ived for a few
more yearjs. I  haven't the dates of their

comings ahd goings nor of  the f ive l i t t ler
gir ls born to them - only the order in

which they came: Edi th who died and was

ffi
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bur ied in. .Derbyshire,  Emma' Lucy'  Kate,

and Marentha. l t  was dur ing those years

in Derbyshire that  Jane heard for  the

f i rst  t ime the word "Mormon",  or  of  a

church cal led the "Church of  Jesus Christ

of Latter-Day Saints".

One day she jo ined a smal l  crowd

assembled on a street corner and heard

a Mormon Elder speaking. She l iked what

he said and when she heard where he

would be holding a service,  she made i t

a point  to be there.  She told John about

this but he was not very interested. Also

his working hours probably kept hint

f rom attending any of  the meet ings L-rut

he could te l l  that  Jane was very mui; l ' r

interested. Then he investrgated lor

himsel f  and fel t  as she did -  that  th is

Mormon rel igion had more to offer than

most he knew about. So, while he was not
yet ready to join, he made no objections

to Jane's jo in ing i f  she wished.

I t  was in 1839 that Jane was bapt ized

into the Mormon church and from that

moment she had a burning desire to

gather wi th the Saints in Zion. At th is

t ime, John was transferred once more -

th is t ime to Rotherham, Yorkshire '

Rotherham as a large shipping center and

John was given day work as supervisor '

They owned a furni ture store and .Jane

and the gir ls took care of  the store whi le

the John was away. The fami ly set t led in

a smal l  v i l lage, Masborough, just  across

the River Don from Rotherham.

Four more chi ldren were born there.

Two l i t t le boys who both died at  b i r th

and two gir ls -  Merl in,  mY mother,  and

Lenora -  which made a fami lY of  n ine

chi ldren. There was no Latter-Day Saint

Church there,  but there was a l i t t le

church of some other sect or rel igion'

Jane sent the chi ldren there s inca as she

said,  "Any church was better than none"

and they could at  least  learn to s ing and

pray.

A

John had now been baptized into the

Mormon Church and theY had hoPes of

going to Zion. But t ry as the might they

could hot seem to be able to save the

money to make the venture.

Th.en one daY John came home from

work and told Jane that he had been

asked to go to the West lndies where the

Engl ish government was just  f in ishing

bui ld ing the f i rst  ra i l road in that  part  of

the wor ld.  They needed exper ienced men

arrd John's salary would be almost doubl-
ed and his expenses paid.  However '  he

rnust have his wi fe 's consent and must

sign a contract to stay for four years. I

imagine th,is left them with a very frard
decision tq make. l t  would mean the dif-

ference bbtween emigrating to Zion in

four yeari - or pr:obably never. They

talked and prayed and decided to make

the move. iJane and the children moved to

Leeds where there was an LDS chuch and

better sclools. John went to the Indies

with fa i thr that th ings would be for the

best. i
I

Somehow the Years Passed and then
John was I home again. I am sure they

must naveibeen very lonely at  t imes. But

Grandma'si house was "home away from
home" for imany young missionar ies;  and

she was lhe k ind of  Person who could
comfort a1d advise.

I

In 1804, two of the Eastham girls'
j

Emma and LucY, marr ied Young men'

converts, I  and emigrated to Utah. So,

when Johp come home he retired from

rai l roading, took his severance pay, and

immediatel ly the Eastham family began

planning fo leave for Zion. On Apr i l  29'

,
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1865, they sai led f rom England on the

Bel le Wood under the direct ion of  Wi l l iam

H. Sherman. I  am sorry I  d idn' t  ask

mother more quest ions about therr  t r ip '

but  th is I  know: i t  took four weeks to

reach Castle Gardens, New York' a port

of  debarkat ion,  arr iv ing there on May 29'

It  seems that the people on board were

most ly fami l ies.  Each fami ly had a certain

place on the ship al lot ted to them where

they slept,  prepared and ate their  meals '

When they arr ived in the Uni ted Stat-

es,  the Easthams and others also,  i  sup-

pose, began gather ing th ings together to

go by rai l  and boat to a place or l  the

banks of  the Missourr  River where t i tosc

bound for the west wai ted unt i l  t t tet-e

were enough want ing to go to Utal t  to

make travel ing across the plains safe '  The

lndians would not at tack large wagon

trains.  l t  was six weeks before there had

been enough people to start the trek

westward in Captain Henson Wall<ers
' Company. John Eastham was made captain

of the 1st company, Robert Pixton was

chaplain and John Hammer was captain of

the guard.

John had bought two wagons and

teams and since he knew nothing what-

ever about horses, he found two young

me who, for their food and transportation'

we were wi l l ing to do the dr iv ing and

take care of 'camp chores. These were

young men, not necessari lY LDS, who

were anxious to go West. This plan work-

ed f ine for  everYbodY.

The Captain of  the company they were

in on the tr ip across the plains was Mi l ler

Attwood, One wagon was f i t ted for the

fami ly,  the other the luggage, bedding

and so on. I  can imagine what i t  must

have been l ike mi le af ter  dusty '  weary

mi le.  l t  was July and most of  them slept

out in the open. When they came to a

r ivern they would camp for a few days so

that the women could wash and dry their

c lotheq by hanging them on the bushes'

Everyd'ne would go for a swim, i f  pos-

sible.  Mother said there was much singing

and bd.sides - they were on their way to

Zion. ' :
J

At the r ivers and waterholes they would

fi l l  barrels and canteens to last over the

dry mi ' les unt i l  the next waterhole '  The

also had to carry water for the horses

and l ivestock.

The weeks went by.  No one was i l l '  Al l

seemed hapPY and suddenlY on the

evert ing of  November 6,  the were camped

in Ernigrat ion Canyon by what is know as

Li t t le Mountain.

Merl in when she was a
Loung girl of sixteen'

i
I
I
I

This was i  Merl in 's th i r teenth bir thday'

and erani.Cma made for her what she

cal led "rol iy-poly pudding."  Mother never

forgot that.
The Eiasthams, along with the others'

were thoupands of miles from the land of
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their  b i r th.  I '  expect everything seemed
strange to them and doubt that  they

slept much that night.

And so on November 7,  1865, the wag-
on trains came into the val ley and gath-

ered on Washington Square (where the
City and County bui ld ing now stands.)

They were greeted by f r iends or relat ives

here. lmigrant most often located in areas

where they had fr iends or relat ives and
since two of  the Eastham gir ls were l tv ing

in Grantsvi l le th is is where they had

decided to set t le.

Natural ly Emma and her i rusband'
James Ratcl i f f ,  and Lucv'and t^rof 'ht , t  r , , : ""
band, Andrew Mi lwarcl ,  were there.  t1.

must have been a joyful  reunion. - i "he

Easthams went r ight  on out to Grantsvi l le
with their  daughter and son- in- laws. l t
rvas most too late in the fall to start

bui ld ing so they l ived with the daughters
and got along very wel l .  Some of the gir ls

slept in one of  their  wagon boxes. I  th ink
they enjoyed that also.

John sold the wagons and teams since

he had no use for them, and then ear ly in
the spr ing of  1861, wi th the help of  James
and Andrew and the gir ls and good

neighbors,  the Easthams bui l t  for  them*
selves a comfortable l i t t le home the

f i rst  one they had ever owned. Melvin
Brim now l ives in their  house. They
started a l i t t le general merchandise store
and kept i t  for  a number of  years and

they had qui te a nice'business.

Grandfather John helPed bui ld the

f i rst  ward meet ing house st i l l  in use.

Jane was president of the Relief Society

for years.  The younger gir ls grew up and

marr ied and went away. Marentha marr ied

James Stoddar^t and went to pioneer in

ldaho where they raised their  fami, ly and

l ived and died.
Mi lward,  brother

Kate married Edward
of Andrew.
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J-ene s *K,ecrl-:-Me-r li[g-x e w
husband.

Merl in rf i ' rarFied James Kearl and they

went,  at  Pr.esident Young's suggest ion,  to
pioneer the south end of the Bear Lake
Val ley.  ThBy raised their  fami ly there -
and passed away there -  and are bur ied

in the Laketown Cemetery.

Lenora marr ied HYrum Sevier and
went to pioneer in ldaho. TheY had a

large fami ly.  Many descendants survive
them. I have always been glad that three

of the Ea$tham gir ls stayed near their
parents. i

i

John's i  work was so di f ferent f rom

what he had known before and was very

interest in$,  I  am sure.  He was now a t i l ler

of the soil ,  There was much to be done -

a wel l  to i  be dug, a garden to Plant '  a

beech tree in the front year and peach

trees in thB back. He would have received

some helO iand much advice,  I  am sure.

Grantsvi l le was just  a l i t t le country

vi l lage -  everyone knew everyone. They
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worked together,  re jo iced together,  and

sometimes mourned together. John and

Jane and the gir ls were taken into the

fold as i f  they had always l ived there.

The worked in the Church and helped
plan the future of  the ward. When Jane

fvas pre$ident of  the Rel ief  Society they
made overal ls and jumpers and sold them

to the Coop Store.  Sister Clark would

come to her home and help cut them out

and than other would come and help sew

the. They planted Mulberry t rees in

Grantsvi l le to carry out the instruct ions
of Pres.  Br igham Young to have at  s i lh

inciustry in Utah.

Jane Was mOSt ktnd hh-)af te( . t '  \ - . r  t i : l lc i . l

and hospi table.  Her Grant jcrr i  I  drer i  r 'err lerrr-

ber her Pancake Tuesdays (an old Ertgl ts l r
custom).  We would eat and eat our f i l l .

They were the best ever,  mY mouth

waters now to think of the. Sometimes

when we went to her Place and staYed

extra long she would say,  "Now chi ldren
you had better nip off for your home.

Your mother wi l l  need you."  Many t imes

we have gone to her place to help cut  the

frui t  and dry.  We chi ldren would c l i rno up

on the shed and lay out the f ru i t  on nice

clean cloths for i t  to dry.

Grandmother brought some lovelY
pieces of  s i lk  goods over f rom England

with her and she always had a s i lk  dress

for best wear and a pais ley shawl and
pretty l i t t le bonnet made of lace and

r ibbons that t ied under the chin.  She

always looked so nice even when she was

ready for bed, She always wore a long

sleeved white night gown and a whi te

night cap to match. She looked so pretty

with her whi te hair .

But the Years take their  to l l  and so

after a long and useful  l i fe,  on June 22,

1889, Jane Hunt ington Eastham passed

quiet ly awaY,
to mourn.

and lef t  a l l  who knew her

{a nes- ff ave -in- q canlsyllc.

Grandfather John was completely lost

wi thout her.  And then one day he sud-

denly decided he would be happier i f  he

went back: to England to l ive where they

had l ived in his youth.  His chi ldren and
grandchi ldren did not discourage him,

and so he, sett led his affairs, bade them

al l  goodbye, and returned to England.

After a few months he came back to

Grantsvi l le.  He said that  th ings had

changed so much over there that i t  was

not the same. They hadn' t ,  real ly '  i t  was

John whoihad changed. He couldn' t  l ive

for twenty-f ive years in the sun, clean

air ,  starry nights and wide expanses of

land without not ic ing the dews and damps

of England; the houses bui l t  a lmost atach-

ed to one, another, the gloomy and sun-

less days; He sett led down and was as

content a$ he would ever be without Jane

beside him.

On the 16th daY of December, 1893, he

passed peaceful ly away and was laid'to

rest  besi{e his beloved wife.  And with his

passing the Eastham name is gone from

the churqh membership rol ls,

There,ur" no more Eastham names. But
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there are.hundreds of  descendants f rom
Canada to the most souther locatiorr in

the U. from the east to the west coast'
reaching into the eighth generat ion and

into al l  walks of  l i fe.

.Je.h ni s--sreye--gm*Qren!svi lle.

Many of  these descendants have served
on missions -  many are out there now,

Many more wi l l  be as Years go bY.
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