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Iong ago and far away in the

a daughter h'as born to Roborb and

na.ured her Jane.

village of ChaddesJ.y, Iancashire,

Jeanette Holden Huntington. Ttrey

Also ln i,ancashire a son tras born to Roger and l'argaret Ogden

Easthen. lhey narod hfuir John. Thelr chil,lren vould not know each

other for a ntmber of yearso

Af,ber approxinately forrrteen years had passed, John went to

work for the raLlroad and Jane went to work as eookts assistant ln

the horne of sone very wealthy resfdents. there she Learned all the

rud,lnen3"s of plain and fancy cool:ing: which, ccnbLneC ',ritb her

natural aptituoe, :rade her quite fanous and sha uas nuch in denand

to plan and sunenrise banquets on speelal oceasions and for

special guosts.

At f,lrst John r,ns a scrt of errand boy -- a tlackeyn they were

called. Hor.rever, he r.ratelred ani rlorlced a nd l-i stened and at twenty

years of age he vas a fir-11--fledgeC engineer.

In the neanLilae, John and Jane had net, faJJen in Love and were

nauLed. llhen iohn was gtven a posltlon wlth the rallroad as an

engtneer to :ral;e a dally run fron lJ.verpool to Longrldger the yourg

nolrl'veds went to Li.verpoo} to nalce thoir hone. They tlved there

for sevoral years.

Then John r,ms transfer.re,f to Derbyshlre where thoy were for a

few nore !€aFSr
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f havenl t the dates of thelr conings and golngs nor of the

fl.ve llttle girls born to them - on-1y the order ln whlch thoy

camo: Erdlth uho dled and r,ras burled ln Derbyshirer .funar Lucyt

Kate, and Marentha.

ft uas durlng those years ln hrb1rsh136 that Jane heard for

the first tine the word rslornontt, or of a ehurch ealled the rr0hurch

of Jesus Chrlst of latter-Day Saints.n

One day she joined a s:ralL crowd assenbled on a street corher

and heard a l{ornon eLder.spea}clng. She llked, uhat he salrl and vrhen

she beard where he worrld be holding a servLee, she nade it a pbt[t

to be there. Stre told John about thls but he r^ras not very lnterested.

Also tris uorlins hor:rs probably hept hirn fron attendLng any of the

ueetlngs until he could telI that Jane was very nuch interested.

Then he investlgated for hinself and fel-t as she dld -- that thls

l'lorrnon rellgien had nore to offer than nost he kne!.' about. So, utrlle

be was not ;'et ready to ; oin, he nade no objections to Jane t s

Jolnlng if she r.dshed.

It ms ln 1839 that Jane

and fron tha t rnonent she had

l,ras bapti zed i nto the !'lorrnon chureh

a burning deslre to gather wtth the

Saints tn Zion.

At this tine, John r.ras tra nsferred once nore - this tine to

Rotherhan, Iorlcshire. Rotherhan l.ras a rrory large shipping center

and John r.ras given day worl'. there supervising, Ib,e fanll-y '*as settled

Ln a small vi]]age, I'lasborougb, just across the River Don fron

Rothertrarn,

Four more children were born there. T\ro little boys who both

dled at blrth and two girls - llerlin, my mother, and Lenora -

whlch nade a farily of nlno children. There was no latter-Ihy Saint
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chrrrch, but thero lras a llttLe church of sone sect or religlon.

Jane sent the chiLclren there sl nco as she said, nAny chrrrch vas

better than nono and they could at lenst Learn to sirrg and pray.n

John bad nov been baptlzed lnto the l'lorrron chrrreh, and the,v had

bopes of golng to Zion. But try as they lrouJ.d they seerned not to

be able to save the money to nalce the venture.

Il:en one day John cane hone fron vork and told Jane that he

bad been asked to go to the',Jest Indies uhere theJlng1lsh governnent

uas Just finlshlng laying the flrst rallroad in that part of the

world, I?rey needed e:gerienced men and Johnrs salary would be alnost

doubled arrd his ex?enses talcen care of. llowever, he nust havo

trls wifels consent ard nust sign a contract to stay forrr years. f

lnaglne thts left them a very trard clecision to make. ft uould nean

the difference betlreen enrigrating to Zlon in four years -- or

probably never. firey talked and prayed and Cecidecr to nake the aov€:

Jane and children to Ieeds r,rhere there rras an I"DS church and better

schools; John to the fndies with the faith that things uould be

for the best'

Somehow the years p'assed and then John r,ras hone agaln. I an

slrre they must have been very lonely at tines. But Grandnaf s

house lns rrhone alray fron homen for mny young m-isr;lonarics; and

she ltas the kind of person who eould confort and advise.

I rdsh each one of the Eastlram descendants corfld have & copy of

the letter Joseph S:r,lth (not yet president) wrote to grandfather

at the tfune of Jane I s death.

In 1864r, two of the Easthan girlsr I'-\rrrna and Lucye narrLed

young men, converts, and ernigratod to Utah, So, when John cane hone

he retlred frorn raLlroadlng, toolc his severance pay; and i-unedlately

the Easttran fa:nily began planning to leave for Zion.
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On Aprll 29, 1865, they sailed frorn England on the Belle Wood,

I am sorry I rltdntt ask tnor€ questlons about their trlp, but

thls I know: they were four uee!:s reachlng Castle Gardens, llew Torke

a port of debarl'.ation, arriving tlrere l:la.y 29.

ft seens that the people on board were nostly fanili.es. They

had a certain place on the ship all-otted to each fanily where they

slept and prepared and ate thelr neaLs,

tfhen they arrived l,n the United Star,esr the Easthar,rs and others

al sor I suppose, began gathering things together to go by rall and,

boat to a plaee on the banks of the l{issorrri RLver r.drere westward

bound r'raLted untlI enough had assenbled to rnake travellLng aeross

the Plalns safe. fire fndians would not attaclc long uagon trains,

It was six weeks before there had been enough peopl.e to start the

trek westgard,

John had bought tno wagons ancl teans and sinee he kneg nothlng

wbatever about horses, he found two )roung men who, fo1. thetr food

and' transportatlonr were rrl11ing to do the d.riving a nd take eare

of carnp chores. these uere young nen, not necessarily Ds, who

were anrd-ous to cone l{est. this olan uorked fine for everybody,

one uagon lras fitted for the fanlly, the other the luggager

beddlng, and so ono

I can irnagine r"rhat tt nust have been Llke r:dle after veary

uLle' It uras Jtlly and rnost of then slept out ln the open, Wtren

they eaue to a rlvele they wouLd eanp a few days so the urDnen eould

nash and dry their cLothes on the bushes. Dveryone would go for a

snrl'm, if posslble. l'tother said there uas much si ngi ng a nd besid,es -

they lrere on their way to Zion.

At the rlvers arul r.raterholes they had to fill barrels and G3D-

teens to last ovet the dry mlles, and uater enough for the horses,
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The weeks went by. No one uras L11. All secrned happy and suddenly

on the evening of Noveirber 6, they were carnped in &dgratlon Canyon

by what is now known as Llttle I'iountain. Thls v,ras l.lerlinls thirteenth

blrthday, anil Grandna :nade for her what she ca11ed a nroly-poly

prrddlng. n I'tother never forgot that.

the Fasthans, alorrg with the others, were thousands of tniles

frora the land of thetr bfuth' I e:cpeot everything seomecl etrange

to thern and doubt they slept nuch that ntght,.

And so on l{overnber ?t L865, the wagon,traLns cene lnto the

rnalley and gathered, on ifashington Sguare (r.rhere the Clty and County

btri.ldirrg now stands) '

Ttrey were greeted by friends and relatlves and peopJ.e who had

eone to welcorne those frho had no friends or relatlves here.

![ntrrrally Emna and her husband, Janes Ratc]lff, and Luey and

her husband, Andrew l.lilward, were there' It nust have been a joyf\l

reunlon. The Easttra:as went right on out to GrantsvilLe rrith thelr

daughters and so[s-i[-lau.

It uas most too late in the fal1 to start building so they llved

rd.tb the daughters and got along very r,rell. Sone of the girls

clept in a wagon box. I thlnk they enJoyed that also.

John sold the wrgons and tea-ns si nce he had no use for then,

and'r,hen early in the spring of 1851, with the help of Janes and

Ardreu ard the girls and good neighbors, the Easthams bullt for

thense].ves a conforteble llttle home - the flrst one they had ever

oyned,. Itrey started a Little general merehandise store and ltept Lt

for a nunber of years and they had quite a rdce business.
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Grandfather John helped build the first rrrard moeting house

gtlll ln use. Jane r.ms liresident of the Relief Society for years.

lte gmunger girJ.s grew up and raarried and went ar.ray. I'larentha

narrl.ed Janes Stoddart and went to pioneer in fdaho r^rhore they

ral.ead thelr farrlly and llved and rdied. Iiate rnarrled Edr.rard l.tllr.rard,

brother of Andrew.

!{erlln marrled Janes Kearl and they went at hesident Youngls

cuggestion to pioneer the south end of ths Bear Iake Valley. firey

ralsed their family there - spfl passed aw4l there - spd are burted

ln the Iaketoun Cenetery.

Ienora rrarried Hyrlr:l Sevier and went to pioneer in fda^ho. Ttrey

hacl a large farnily. I'hny descendarrts survive then. I have abays

been gl.ad three of tlre Easthan girls stayed noa.r thelr perents.

Jobnte uotk was so different fron uhat he had known bofore and

uas very interesting, f an sure. He was now a tiLler of the sol1.

Tlrere '.,ras nuch to be dbne - a r,rell to be dugr a garden to plantt

a beech tree in the front yard and. peacb trees ln the back. He

uorrld have reeeived some help and. much advicel I an $l1"€r

GrantsvLlLe r^ras just a Iittle eountry r13-1age - everyone

knew €veryon€. fi:ey r,rorlced together, reJolced togethery and soltr€-

tlmes mourned together. John and Jane and the girls were taken lnto

the fold as if they had aluays lived there. They wohked Ln the

Church and helped plan the future of the r'rard'.

Brrt the years take their tol1 and so afber a long and useftrl

ilfe, on June 22, L889, Jane Huntington Eesthan passod quS.et1y

a$afr and Lefb all who knew her to mourn.
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Gnandfather John uas conpletely Lost without her. And then

oae day he srrddenly decided he uould be nore reconciled {f he rrent

back to Englanl to live uhere they had lived ln thedr youth.

IIl.s children and grandctril-dren did not discourage him, and so

he settled his affairs, bade then all goodbye, and retrrrned, to

Eqgland. Thoy had rather ezpected hlm back sonetirre, but not on

the first boat l-earring for the United States. Hb r.las glad to be

back. He said things had changed so nueh ovor there. They hadntt,

realIy1 Lt r,ras John who had changed. ,

Ee cou-ldnrt lJve twenty-five years in the sun and clean alr and,

etarry rrlghts and r.rlde erpanses of Land r.rithout notlelng the dews and

dAnps of England,i the bouses built al:nost attaeherl to one another, the

gloony and euniless d,ays, He settled down and was as content as he

rurld ever be lrithout Jane beside hitn. 0n the L6th day of Deee:nber,

L@3, he passed peacef\Lly ar'Ey and ruas lald to rest beslde tds beloved,

wife. And r^rith hls passlng the Eastlran nane was erased from the

gu$ent r.rard roLes.

T?rere ls no r,lore an Easthan nane. hrt there are hundreds of

descandants from Canada to the farthest spot $outh, fron the east

to the west eoast, reaehing lnto the elghth g€neration, and into

aL[ wallcs of llfe'

lhny of these deseendants have served mLsslons - nan,]r ar€ out

trotro lh.ny nore will b€ as years go by.

It ls intorestlng to note that there aro ln ttris year of 1978e

tbree of Johnf s and Janets greatrgreat grandsons laborlng in the

17ery area eg England where the Easthans llved. Garyl born ln

Canada and reared ln hovo, Utatr; Alan, born ln Kentucky and reared

1n lllLnois; Dav:id, born and reared ln CerCston, Canada: these
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boys are Johnls ond Janef s great'-gteat grandsons' And the great-gratrd-

sons of Ja:nes and llerlln Easthan Kearl, 1?,"y share the Kearl na:ne'

And when Alan and Da\rld net recently ln Eqgland and conpared notest

tiey found they had the saqe great-great Eastha.n glandpat€[ter

Erandfather John and grandnother Jane Lefb a fl,ne heritage for

aIL their deseendants.

John and Jano wore beloved by all who knew themr. May God bless

theJr lnerrorfr

197S,

Tlie above was wrl,tten by me, Grace Kearl tanbornr daughter of

Janes and lIerlin Easthan l(earl, and graUd.daughter of John'and

Jaae Hunttngton Easthan.

l{aterlal eame fron iecords and frora thlngs ;nother and ny

Easttra.gt aunts told, us.


