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(Cetdrean?)

John Loveless, bora June 24, 1807, Ross Counvy, TownCGolaotream
State uf Ohio, the sone of Joseph anu Dorothy (Rogers) Lovesess; who
was the son of John 2uG Rachel (Van Hook) Love.zss; Johm Loveless, my
&r-n@fathar, was formerly from Engimnd. My mobthar, Doruthy Loveiess,
was the daughter of Juseph pud Katherine(Funk) Rogers, born in East
Tennessee, Februsry 25, 1781; her father Josepn Rogers was a nebive of
Ireland; Katherine Rogers meiden nume was Fung, & native of Cerwany;
my Gr.ndmother on my father's side maiden pame was Rachel Ven Hook, o
native of Kentudky. ' e

I, John Loveless; from my earliest recollection until I was 18
years of age, lived and worked on a farm with my father; my opporicunit-
ies for education were very limited; my growth was very rapid, at 18
I measured six feet in my stocking feet; I was always very anxious 1o
obtain information and embraced every opportunity that came in my way
of obtaining useful books, such as history end storing my mind with
useful knowledge. In my nineteenth year, Japnuary 25, 1826, I wes
married to (Rachel) Mahala Anaerson, daughter of James and Priscills
Anderson, who were both natives of Virginie; Mahalas was born in Virgin:
Hampshire ,Couuty, Auglst 25, 1805; when married, a resident of Fairiiel
County, Town of Perry,.QOhio; T C '

. On ‘July 5, 1827, my first child .wes borny; a dunghter nemed Ssrah
Ellen; in Pickawa Countyy; Ohio; Decsmber 25, 1828, my second child was
born; a boy, James W, Loveless, in Fairfield County, Ohio, _

In 1829 I moved from Onio to Indians, Fountain County, on Wabash
River, near Attica, located myself on a farm and continued my old
vocation: Junel, 1831; my second son, third.child was born, Josepk ¥
Loveless; in Fountain County, Indians.

On July &, 1831, two.Mormon Elders, Simevn Carter and Solomon Hancoc

came into the place; on the 5th of July,. I hesrd.them preaching and on

-~ the 7th of July 1831 was beptized by Solomon Hancock and was confirmed

by Simeon Certer; the Eiders remained preaching some four or five days

and built up a branch of some thirty members., I was ordained a teache:
under theMii hands., : ' nr , = ,

Some three or four.weeks later, Thomzs B:; March {Marsh?) and Seeley

%
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J. GPiffin came to the place and preached to us and.ordeained me a Pries
Sometime in the month of ‘Oc¢tover, Brother Simeun Cartér returned from
his tour to Ziom in Jeckson County, (Missouri); on his return he found
» me prostrated with a burning fewer Of five dagsfstandingo He prayed wi
me, administered to:me and ‘I was immeaisvesy eﬁlgdg arose and joined
whth them in returning thanks to God., This was the first miracle that
I had witnessed in the few days after the printing press had been torn

About_tne firot f November the Church wag ‘ecmpalled to leave by

E ﬁ's:down; a complete uprocar and state of excitement previiled.

-7 the mob; I stayed until tue 13th; and witnessed the great falling of ©b
Starsg during the excitément, on the llth of September, 1833, my third
son was born, Nephi (Anderson) Loveless; When he was about Three weeks

~ 0l1d the mob gathered against a-branch about two miles from where I
iivad; I went with others to fight thea and did fight them. On my
return I found my wife hed bosn forced to flee to $he woods in company

~with other women and hide and was not found until gome time in the nigh
From tnis expulsion I wentv into Lafayette County, and remsined,
there until 1837, " e p A x :
On the l5tn of March, 1835, wy fourth son was Worn, John Thomss
Loveiess., About the first of October, 1837, I-moved to Caidwall county
where the saints were gathering; August lg‘i837p ny sscond daughter,
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Mary Flizabetn, was bocrn. In the Tall of 1838, thp mob arose and we were
expelled from the state of Missovuri and compslled to sign over all our
property by force of arms; In this was I was an eye-witness 1o scenes that
until this day, when to mind, meke my blood run cold and would almost make
me Tight a legion; women ravished, men wmurdered, houses burned, property
destroyed, the Prophet aud Patriarcn, with msay others taken and cast

into prison. '

On March 5, 1835, I left for the State or Illinois; locatéd myself in
Adams couuty, and again went to farming.

On the iot dzy of September, 1833, my £ifth son, Parley Pratt Loveless,
w3s born; Februery 16, 1841, my third daughter Rachel Priscill Loveiress,
was born. In the spriug of 1842 I moved into Hancock County, Illinois,

Six miles eust of Warsaw, bought me a2 farm and went to farming; Jsnu-rxy
5, 1843, my sixth son, Williem Duncan Loveless was bormn.

In the Spring of 1844, T went in compcny with Elder Milo Andrus uvaa
misoion to Ohio; While praacking in Chio we hesrd of the éisturbance at
Nauvoo; we immediately left our plece of labor and returned in hast to
the saints at Nauvoo; Abouv eus suadred fifty miles below, we met a boat
coming down that gave us the news of the Propnets death; a perfect shout
was set up by the devils incarnate, on our boat, who were on their way up
to Neuvoo tu fight the Mormens. Had I possessed the strength of Sampson,

I woutd, i{ike him, sunk the whole mess in one gulf of oblivion and sent
them to their congenial spirits, the howling devils of the infernal region
On the worning of the 19th of June, we arrived at Nauveo and went to
the Mansion House, &saw the bodies of the Prophet and Patriarch, lacerated

end mengled with gun shot wounds which they had received while prisoners
and under the protection of the law; they were surrounded bg hundreds and

?undgeda of the saints, crowding to get a last glimpse of these they dearly
oved., :

Soon after witnesging this scene I returnea to wy hone. I found my
family well in physical heslih but a great deal exclited and in deep mnurnihg
at the events that had recently taken place.

I went To work on @y farm sttending to my usual business., (In the month
of September, previous to this I was ordaiused te the High Priest's Quoruwm
under the hands of George W. Miller ena Isasc Higby.)

May 16, 18,5, my seventh son, Myrum S. Loveless was barn.

A state uf excitement still continued. This s=ason I raised a good crop
preparing to build me a brick house; early in the fall, the mob commenced
burning, pillaging, destroying and driving the Saints from their homes, to
Lake shelter in the woods or anywhere to save their lives, The whole
country was almost one entire congregation. On the ninth of September 1845
T*went to Nauvoo with 3 lesd and on my return, on the 10th, I found that
my family had fled into the wilderness for safety, my things scattered
and hidden in every direction end my neighbor®s buildings in flames., The
whole mob withiu a short disteance of my home with the fire-brands in
their hands; A short aistance Trom home I overteok Sheriff Backintosh with
e large possee; I drove through them and went home; they soon came up and
the shefiff sald,"Keep your family a% home and fight." He diresoted me to
guide them to the mob which I did ana wé drove them like sheep before wolves
sent some of them o thelr account and effectually stopped the burninge.

The seme day T took my -family and a few of my thinge and went to Nauvoo.

Up uutil the Z4%h of Tecemoer my timc wags employed in gathering my propert;
end moving 1t to Nauveo in guarding the brethern from the fury of the mob
On this Gey I receivep my eadowments in tae Temple.

From tniv tiue Wy Pusipess occupation was preparing to move west. When
the pioncers left I was choseu one of the Quorusm that met in the Temple
in room No. 1, to offer up our prayers for the benefit of the Ploneers,
witlch we did every evening up to April 27,‘18&69 during fhieh time the
glory, power and mercy of Goé was made manifest in a most powerful manner
Oon meny ocagsions our prayers and requests were answered in full as soon

Qs s2kead,




mind all
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On the 27th of Aoril, 1846, I left the Clvy of SNauvoo, the homs of
the sainis where I had counsz=led with my brethren, received dirsct in-
structions from the Proohet of God, associated with him, sleptwith him,
been in8rusted by him with many importsnt commissions; worshipped the
everlasting God, Evernal Father, in His own Teaple, a house built end
set apart by the Saints of God for His worship and all the near and far
associations connected with, this; and sititing down on its banks locking
back over the country and associations that T hed lef%, the bodies of
the Prophet and Patriasrch of God ruthlessly, foully and deliberately
murdered by the howling and bloodthirsty mob, demnsble spirits that
had caused it all, my feelings became so excited and aroused that 1%
seemed to mee that if myself and each of my little boys ware endowsd
with the strength of Sampson and had power and strength sufficient to
exterminate the whole accursed race, and had m strangth of body been
og?mgngurata with that of my will I fesr that it would have been accom=
piished.

But to return, we arrived at Couucil Bluffs about Gthe first of June;
at this time I wivnessed the darflictions of the Scints in obeying the
call of the United States Government for 500 men to fight her battles in
Mexico.(A. thing never heard of befors, an exclusive religious asscciation
called upon for a bettallion of soldiers, but so it was), and the call
was obeyed, myself being chosen to Stay and assist in taking cars of those
left; T witnessed scenes of aurrerin§, desit@tion agd heart-rending distr
tress that would have melted the heart of adament &n ¢suses a man, yas,
even a Sazisb of God to curse and call upon God to curse and swear etsrnal
vengence agsinst the perpetrations of sll1 this horrid missry.

Here I located myself on thewaters of the Little Pigeon Rivar, 7 milss
from Kanesville, in the vécinity of which I staved an continued in ny
old ogoupation of farming until I left for .hs Great Salt Lskes Vauley.

On August 30, 1848, my seventh son was born, John Oscar: On the Lban
of Decenber 18,8, my fourth daughter Sharlotte Ducretia was born.

On the lst of the same month, I crossed the Missouri River end egailn,
as on former occasions, I seated myself on the bank of the river and
reviewed mg past lifs experience and suffering, snd as well ;. called to

the blessings and knowledge I had received from the assosciations
and councils of my brethren and above and over all the instructions and
the Prophet, yes, the Prophet of the 1ivinf God, he who was chosen and
set apart to create a new era in Christianity, to froclaim the everlasting
Gospel of Jesus Christ of Latter Dey Saints: o by ng life and light and
knowledge unto the world and to build up the kingdom of God and to hold
the keys of the everlasting Priesthood and to show the people the way, the
only way to heaven. Whers is e now, Echo answers "Placed in the o ld
and worm infested tomb by Lucifer‘'s infernal, execrable and damnable toolst
Then comes the consolation, thank God he yet lives and fully approves of
the counsel and instruction ef his successor to the Seintws, is conbinually
pleading for the faithful and is watching over them. 2

I arose, turned my back on the whole scens, fully satisfied to encounter
and brave the dangers of an almost unsxplored wilderness, and in company
with the Ssints of Cod, seek a new homs in the unkpown reagions of a

new dess®i country. : ; ‘
The night% before crossing the Piver we experienced the mos: sever hail-

storm T had ever witpnessed the surreriu% from the cold and ex osureﬂhtongue

or pen cannot describe; bub :?at can not the Seints of God endure while

i scharge of their duties. _ _

lnb:hzhgizhth gI was taken sick with inflamation of the 1ung§ ?ﬂ§ was i

near unto desth. The brethwen, notwithstanding they had 3d@{nﬁsie*ﬁaﬁ{“

me thought that my lebors were over and while collected, & aumog;ﬁelﬁngg

in a body around my ten%, comeersed aboul my being consumad bywéni Lh_g:u

I hesard gham and made up my mind that I would be burlgdlflg gg,Bvogggr Fad

order to cheat the ravenous wolves of thelir prey. I celle Vs
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NMorton %o mske known %o him my wishes. bus ould not maoke him hegr. My
Wife came in.and I 40ld hor whet I vhated, Sha bagen cwyinz ged ssid
she could not get along wi thowt mid and thet I muat. nat die. I studied
a moment and thsn t3ld her that I would wot. I ismedliataly bhagan o
recover . and.four day3 was driving ny tesm. How plein wazs tha nowaxr of.
aorey of God that manifestad uaso men- ' : :

‘On arriving nesr tha Blk Born rivar, ua found @ perfact sea oFf water.
That: yoar, 1851, alwosi the enbire country was M@ddd with waber, oon-.
sgquently we had %0’ go arouad ths Bik Hora »river agd axpises an ENSirely
ug¥ routey vraveling nerih 30 far Lhet we 2o% ity the blufls snd LillS
o7 desp sand; sage brudh, gresszwood, = : Sl P R
Butb our most aaripua'dilrgeulties werce in elicountorisz enmormous hords
oY, wild Buffalo. It seeméd ‘sometimes as if the winols "Tace of the coultr
wis_cdovered with them. We had to send men ahead to,  disperse them in ord
that wa might drive through with our. teams. Ws succeeded ln doing so
witlhout serious accident and after traveling as nesl as we could judme
shout. three hundred miles, we again strack the read about ona hndred
miles from where we had l2ft 1% about two months after having done so.
we continned our: joursny £or.Great Sult Lake Clty, blézsed in gvery
- uaderteking and.a good spirit prsvailing all of the 3ima.. ALY snjoye)
good-health, met with no lossss of consejuanca.aad on thp fifteanth daw
of Septemder, 1851; we aririved in Sslt Loke City. D N

"How big with importancs,:lové and almoat adoratlon - dla i qppaa%'%&}o
me,s and how straigit Lo Wy heart 4id the tones piercd.as L heard th :
-gsonding a thrill of pleasura, tnanksgiving and praise Go-my soul, yes, ©
oy, vory. heart’s gore, calling forth shoataiqﬂ;ezuxtau+ou_anq_40",*919539
honor and glory to 30d, a.perfset burst Of enthusiastic joy. Wﬁa~,_afgu
-1% was-a bduraing daﬂ&?ﬁ; what, if the farthorass extent of v;gion e
disgovar aothiag:but burnin¥;§gndy plains onverad with sage 3;§sh(?ave
a,tor gazke whics sppeered, i b fadthy 38 bisLy, RO ne MLt
mountalas; I% wae < : e 4 ouzh whic T “pa3aed
psopls, and Afbar Lhe Hry e o of ihe CHarUY, Lb. #as Bara alplace of
sver sines the First organ od ®inally abovd all, of happlnsss. -
rest, of rejoiolng, or deilight and Zibally . re iastrustions f rom
T are o dould wOrship G0 and Lore Bl R Tacd oF bayonet, willou
His Propacts aod Goachers o o8 an infaviel mpb rioging in our @aTS.
s L o ubre saong. the wild savages, wh knew nothing only €5 kil
zﬁﬁﬁxt-an dasiroy. - Our misaioa'“ﬂﬂ-“q.raolﬁim tpnm‘an ot
friends to us 8ad to God, e

i e 2 . ; Xor N titude to Gol
uhbn'gg%:t;gx:ngigia sii:%:oigg;gigszgggg} égﬁcgf.zfgzi *::21:¥§rgih$td
g o Yhs. suo0sBEOE OF. the. imortel Josepn, WIU, B vars ool s
IS CaNS e St e Saints. of Cod, who . , t bs fulfilled a
end noble opirit, the AadnE Ot anclent prorhecy sigh S and

it, gi?ﬂn to_ theam by-0o a4 home.. How sweet Lbe Wor * 08 ggaggren $ha
‘the Seints Clod "“°E°ﬁ.re the union with old and trie =,

e S o - Ne . Tajoicirg .2n

my e R hends, the. shodding of tears and shoubing, ro[30i7R A0,
_.ﬁia_iains Goad by tffatmzaid::ﬁ thy precincts Sacred% gannliggo% s
Gen it ga.:p?ggreﬂé ag . long 68 mepery holds her seat upo
love and pIreie ' e _ g
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