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In @n suto-biogrephy written prior to her desth, lMatilda MeClellen Loveless stuated
in pert as follows:

*I :m tho doughter of Jemes and Cynthia licClellen, snd wae born in Nashville,
Tennessce, December 15, 1829, ly parentsamoved to Nauvoo in 1840, the yeaor I wus
cleven ycurs old, losing their eight cows und dthor velusble property on the weye The
first vintor we suffered very much from wemt wnd sicknoss, still we did not murnur,
but were thenkful we had guthired vith the Ssinte in the beautiful City of Nuuvoo.

Ly parents wereo very industrious snd the through the bleossings of the Lord we were soon
in coumforieble circumstences cgaine. I cen remember very distinetly the sppe:r:nces of

Joscoh and Iyrum Smithe Josenh alwsys used a black horse end Hyrum a white one
whenever riding cn horse~bocke ;

I very often sow Joseph «nd his w#ife Dmne at meetinpe, out welking end riding in
their cirrisge with Porter Roelwell as coashu:n on their wuy to Joseph's farm, passing
by our houres This farm of Joseph's was rneneged by u men whose neme wos Lott.

I olwuys oltenddd Sundszy School in {he morning, cnd meeting in the aftcrnoon in
a grove near the Nauvoo Temples Joseph was usuelly presents My happiest childhood
roeuwcubrimcos sre those spent in Sundey Schooly end memy scriptural possiges I leorned
at that times I remember often reeing Imma Smith singing in the choire

it one time while attending meeting it was raining very hurds I was holding an
umbrella :nd it seemed that Joseph hnd been ebsent @ few meeiinge and at this time wes
speaking very nowerfully end everybody wus so interested th-t they did not notice the storm

At ono time Joceoph was tuken to Crrthage for tremson snd om his release L.ma snd
nmeny of the brethern end sisters loft Nauvoo on horse~buck 1o 'go rmd meet hie .nd he
returned in a errrisge, while I togethor with mony other children were very wuuch interested
in the return of our Prophot and grest rejoicings were among the peoplee The feelings
of the cople whon Joseph returned aftor heving beem arrested, cannot Le described
for it waos heavenly. ; ‘

Down on the'flat, south from the City of Neuvoo, I have often secn the brothoin

¢rill and Joseph taking the leuds I cun remember Buma being present at these militery
drillae ¢ '

Hlow well I can remember being veory plessed whem my mother would ict me t: ke
fether's dinner to him whilc hoe vorked on the Nauvoo Teuplee I scemed 7o undorstind
the imporiémnce und Holiness of thnt building =nd fother was always so pleased to huve
us children come vith hic dimner snd would tell us sbout tho Temnle of Cod he wes
ascisting to builde DBeing o blocksmith, he had a shop hesrby where e vorkede Uhen
necessrry he did all kinds of lsbore. : :

I ¢'n remecber my fother coming home in the night (having been on gusrd) to muke
bullets in our fireplices In thove doys we were alwoys in dreund of the llobse Father
occosion:lly wore a red coat end we children spoke of f:ther as belonging to the
red coal coumpenyes

T was prosent when the cepetone was placed on the Nauvoo Tomple ond remcuber the
rejoicing of the pocople, aleo the song thot wes composed for the cccavione In those
deys we children vould work snd do anything so es to have the privilegc of wmceting in
the gathoring of the Saintss Our very souls were enthused over the Gospol, ond we
delighted in undorstending all thot was ssdd ond done in the Churdhe

I vas precant at the dedication of the Nauvoo Temple, lMay 1, 1846, the doy my
brother Villian =nd perents received their endowmentse On thoir way home, how happy

they worc over receiving these blessingse Thoy spoke to me sbout hoving endoument »
but I scid "No", I will wait until I em merried, which I did, o :



Upon srriviig in Salt Lake they were counciled to go to ‘rovo to aelp seitle that
seclions They took up lend end storted farming snd soon built a litile houses Sho went
trrovgh all +ho hordships of ploneer life. Her¢faith was tosted tvice when vhe hid to

m:le the suerifice of dividing her husbend as well os muteriel things for Ly second end
Third vivese

A% tho timo the Lastern women sterted tho slender cbou the Liormon women, she was one
to sign tho roply thet was intended to justify the Mormon doctrine.

Uien the Provo 2nd Yord Relief Society was orgenized in 1867, ehe was the first
counselor to Sorsch inn Scott ans she scted in thet coupaeity until efter Sielor Scoti
rotired in 1903, After she took c¢horge until a new President was put in, meking a period
of 37 yooers of sorvices : : !

Durdng her tctive life, sho ready to help tho sick, layout the dead and assist the
living, wac ogpocially good in contegious disences. I!luny times she ured hor shoots to meke
burinl clotiose ler influence for good was folt by overy one in' the community, md in
sicknoss the szints had implicit faith in here In cuses of poveriy she would shire her
last crust or 1loet conit.

During the yesrs 1858 to 0862, when the Indirms wero so bad snd the big move from
iho North took place, she ascited in %coking erre of the Seints in general end, more
purticulsrly, opered up her home to two fumilos, by the noues cf Cempbell and Guodiane.

She weshed and corded wool bptte for cuilts, and spun cloth for iheir winler clothing,
che cosited her husbend in making a living in every woy poscdlbles  She was not o public
vouam, but took crre of affulrs at home so thet her hucbind could put ull the time necessary
in the nfoirs vhich he vas interested ine Hor huebend was wctive Bishop of the 2nd Verd
for over 37 years, os woll as being City Councilum end Aldormen =snd rood suporvisor.
ito was in both the Valker end Bleckhowk wurs, was u Coptosin in the Torritoriol Wilitia
end perved a six wonthe tora in the Stote Penitentery on' ascount of 4+he Edununde Tucker Lewe

She vas a truc (nd faithful compwnion to her husband, shering in ell trisls wd
herdohips of making @ home end livlihood for thedr family. She was o wonderful mothers

'She grve birth 1o 10 children, eight doughters mmd two sons, nine of which to womenhood

end menhood, end she tiug t them the prineiples of the Gospel, elso to bocowe good end
useful citizenss ler life wuy one of suerifice end she was loved by slle ©Ohe died
larch 1, 1909, still retoining £rdth in the Gospel. « - . o
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