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James Washington Loveless was
the second chi  1d of  John Loveless
and Mahala Anderson Loveless born
on December 23, 1828 ' in PerrY '
Fair f ie ld,  Ohio.  His father was
born in Ross County,  Town of
Coldream, gtate of  Oh' io,  on June
24, 1807.

Hi s grandfather,  JosePh
Loveless,  was born in MaYsvi l le '
Kentucky on March 2,  1787. His
great grandfather,  John Loveless
came to th is country f rom England
in about the year 1770. I  th ink
that he came down the Oh' io River
from Ft.  Duschesne (Pi t tsburgh)
and sett led at  L imestone Creek
Stat ion,  a f ront ier  set t lement
about 5O mi les above what is now
Cincinnat i ,  Ohio.  On October 1O'
1788 this John was deeded 27o
acres of  land in Bourbon CountY
(now Kentucky),

After the Revolut ionary War
the lands in the Northwest
Terr i torY (Ohio,  Indiana, and
I l  1 inois)  were opened for
sett lement and John moved across
the Ohio River and uP into Ohio.
In 1829 John, the grandson of  the

above John moved from Ohio to

Indiana and sett led on a farm. in
Fountain CountY, near Att ica '  on

the Wabash River.

After having been converted
by two Latter Saint  Missionar ies
and bapt ized into the church on

July 7 ,  1831 the ent i  re . f  ami I  Y
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moved to Jackson CountY'
Miesour i ,  arr iv ing there in
August of  1833.

The fami lY of  John Loveless'
inclr . rd ' ing young James were in the
thick of  the mob viotence and
persecut ions which character ized
the l ives of  the EaintE, f i rst  in
Missour i  and then in I l l inois.
After leaving Missour i  theY had
gone to Qui ncy,  I1 1 i  no' is '  

to
Warsaw and then to Nauvoo.

After thd Sa{ntE were forced
to f lee f rom Nauvoo, they staYed
at Counci  I  Bluf fs;  Iowa. John and
his fami ly got ' there in June of
1846 and started to farm once
again.  His farm was on the Li t t le
Pigeon River '  seven mi les f rom
Kanesvi l le,  where he l ived with
his fami ly unt i ' l  he lef t  for  Utah
in 1851.

Young James marr ied Mat i  lda.
Mc Clel lan on March 9,  1847. The
memberE of  the Loveless and Mc
Clel lan fami l ies had long been
c] ose I y assoc i ated . TheY had
attended the same church and
farmed in the same sect ion when
they were Missour i .

James and Mat i lda cont inued
to l ive on their  fathers farm

unt i l  their  f i rst  chi ld was born.

Short ly af ter  that  event theY

moved back to Att ica,  Indiana

where James had accePted a

lda Loveless
Page *14 -  1



fi l|$BfilD Jcnes flashingfon L0TEIES$'129 tDS OIDIIIAIICE DITA

[0[]ll 23 Dec l8?8
cf ln. :
DIBD: ? l lav 1888
BUI, :
l{AB[: I [ar l8{?

PIACB: Perryr Frirf  ield,0hio
P[ACE r
P[ACE: Provo,Utah,Utrh
PLACE: Provo'Ubah,Utrh
PI,ACBr C0UllCIl, B[UFF$,Potttrrtonie'IOfA

$: Aug 1839
E: 28 lor  l85l

'  SPt
S$r t8 Xor 1853 eh
hrs other rarrirges
PAREITS' [BIll: l?3FAI||BT: Iohn L0VEIES$'{5?

ll0THERr ltchel [ahala AllDEnS0il-158

BOR}|: 15 Dec 1829 PLACE: $helbyvi l le,Bedford,Tennessee E: 28 l lry 1938

CI|[, ;  Pi lCBr B: 28 lar 1853

DIBD; I  l {ar  1909 PLACB: Provo,Uteh,Ulah SP:
BU[,: I  t lar 1909 PLACE: Provo'Utah'Utrh
FAT||EI: Iares UCCIELIA}| III'163 pARBilT$' tl[I]l: ll

llOTHE[: Cynthit $TEfAnT-10{
: : : : : : : : ! : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :3: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :

CHItDNEil
: : : : : : : : : : : :3: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ! : : :

- ' - ' -_;- . - . . - "  
-  " '  -  

a 

" '  - '

L llAl|Br Jtne Cuoline t0I/ELESS-131
---- B0illr 15 llu l8{8
F CH[. I

DIED: 18 teb 1898
BUT. :
$POU88 r
lA[[:

PtACBI IA]IEStl ILIB,Pottanrfonie, [0fA
PIACE:
PLICE:
PIACE:

PIACE I

Br 28 l lov 196?
E: 30 Apt 1926 Lt

SP.: 22 Oct 1959 LA

S$:

2, IIAXB: Cynthia Angelina IOI/BI,ESS-132
---' B0Rlt: l{ Jul 1850 PLACE: [All8$tll[LB'Pottaratonie,I0flA
F C||n, r PIACE:

Br 2{ Oct 196?
B: 30 tpr 1869

$Pr 2X Oct 1959

SS:

IA

I,ADIBD: l1 Jun l93l
BUI. :
SP0ll$E r
[A[[:

P[ICB I
PIACB:

PIACB:

3, llAl{E: Jares AIIDEI$OI| L0IIBLBSS-120
---- B0il f :  l9 Jul 1853 PIACEr
il ffin, : PLACE:

DIBD: ? Feb 1921 PLACE:
BU[, :  l0 [eb l$X{ PLACB:
$P0U$B: Bleanor JULIT BlIllS'lel
llr|R[: 23 Oct 18?6 PLACBT

Provo'Utah Co, 
'Utrh

Provo,Utah Co.,Utah
Provo,Utah Co,,Utah

Srlt Late City,Salb Lake.Ubah

Br 6
B:23

$P:

lfov 196?
Oct 18?6

I|RIII : l5
S$: ?3 Oct t8?6 eh

1, llAlB: $rnh Louist L0VBI,B$S'13$ ,
- '-- B0Rll:  lX Aug 1855 PIACBI Provo'Utrh'Utah
f C[[,:  PLACB:

DIED: 2t Feb 1939 PLACB:
BU[.: PIACE:
$POU$B:

B: 2{ Oct 196?
E: 29 l lm l8?5

$P: BIC

Page 14 -  2



FAHILY GIOUP IBCORD-I6

6 l{ar 1993 Page X ol  L

5. l lAl lE: Deseret tabi lda I0I /EIESS-13{
----  B0l l l :  l l  0cb 1858
F CH[. r

DIED: l? Hry 1930
BUf,  r
$P00$E:
ilA[[:

Pi lCB: Provo'Utah'Utah
PIACB:
PIACBr
PLACE I

PIACB:

B : 18 llay 186 5
8: 13 Oct 18?6

SPr BIC

S$:

6, i lAl{E: El isabeth Jui ietbe L0VELESS-135
---- B0fl l l :  ? [rr l86l
F CI|R.:

DiEDr 29 Iul  l$36
BU[.  :
$POUSE:
llAIt:

PLACE: Provo,Utrh'Utah
PLACE:
PLACE:
PIACE:

P[ACE:

x.

P.

SP:

20 Apt l8$9
{ Dec l8?9

BIC

SS:

?, IIAXB: l l trr ief Unr I0VBLESS-138
---- B0il l :  29 Apr 1865 PIACE: Provo'Utrh'Utah
F Clt[. :  PLACE:

DIEDr 13 $ep 1939 P[AC8:
BUR. I PLACB:
SPOU$E:
IIATR: PLACE:

B: l5 Iun l8?3
Er 25 Sep 1889

SP: BIC

S$:

8, I IAUB: Vi lote Al ice L0IIE[E$8-13?
'-"  B0[] l :  2 Jun 1801 PIACEI Provo'UtahrUlah
F C||n, r PLACE:

DIED: t l  Jun 1952 PLACB;
BU[, :  PIACE:
SPOUSB:
ilATNI PLACE:

Br
8r

$P:
l0 Dec 1953

BIC

ES:

f ,  i lA[Br Joseph t i lburn I0I IBLESS-138
---- BOHI: l{ Uay l8?0
i l  CHR.:

DIBD: 5 feb 193?
BUfl, :
SPOUSE:
xl[R:

PIACE: Provo'Ulah'Utrh
PLACE I
PLACBI
P[ACE:

PI,ACB:

Br 29 iun 18?8
B: l9 leb 1959

$PI BIC

$$r

10, ll.{llE: Iylette ltaud b0ltB[BSS-139
---- 80&ll:  1{ Dec l8?{
I cll[, :

DIBD: 15 Uay l88l
BUI. :

PIACBI Provo,UIah'Utrh
PLACE:
PLACB:
PI,ACE I

B:
E:

$Pr

SPOU$8:
IAR[: PIACE: SS:

:3313:: : : : : : : : : : : : :=: : : : :=: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :3: :3: : : : : : : :

History of  James v{ashington and Mat i lda Loveless
Page 14 -  3



them, James and Wil l iam B. Head
had four wagons and four teams of
oxen for their  long iourney. The
v{agons were so heavi  I  Y loaded
that only the chi ldren could r ide
and then only i f  absolutelY
necessary.  Furthermore'  Mat i  lda
and her s ister,  MarY each had to
dr ive a yoke of  Oxen, which of
course meant that  they must have
walked the ent i re distance.

When they arr ived in Sal t
Lake City,  oh September 3,  1851,
James was counseled to set t le in
Provo, Utah, just  as his Father ,
John Loveless,  had been counseled
to do one year ear l ier .  In Provo'
he f i  led on a homestead and
started to farm. His f i rst  home
consisted of  a one room adobe
house, bui l t  on the north west
corner of  9th l {est  and 6th South
Streets,  Here his f i  rst  son'
James Anderson Loveless'  was
born.  However,  the indians became
so host i  le that  he was requested
by the author i t ies to move into
town, They were forced to be one
lookout for  indians al l  of  the
t ime and bui l t  for ts to protect
themse' lves.  His next home was
bui l t  in 1853, a l i t t le East of
7th West gtreet,on Znd South.
This house is st i l l  s tanding and
is st i I I  occupied.

J ames t{ash i ngton Love I ess ,
was commissioned as Maior in the
State Mi l i t ia,  1854, and took an
act i  ve part  ' i  n the Wal ker
Blackhawk.War.  Besides be' ing a
successful  farmer,  h€ became
prominent in local  af fa i r$.  He

was road supervis ion for a number
of years ,  h ' is  assi  stants bei  ng
CharleE Mi l ler  and Abraham G.
Conover.  He was a c i tY Counci lman
during the years of  1864-65, and
a' lso f  rom 1874-65 under Mayor
l { i  1 l  iam Mi l  ler .  He was alT{aYs
act iye in Church af fa i  rs and
became one of the counci lors to
Bishop Scott  in the second ward
in the year 1862. He was the
act ing Bishop of  that  ward ln
1866, was ordained BishoP in 1874
and was Bishoo unt i l  h is death in
1 888

James Washington Loveless
bel ' ieved f i rmly in the doctr ineE
and teachlngs of  the church. In
accordance wi th " these bel  i  ef  s
regarding p1urg1 marr iage hE
marr ied three women. Mat i  lda
contr ibutEd to a pet i t ion that
was sent to .congress defending
polygamy ( i t  is  on f i le in the
Nat ional  Archives) however one of
her chi ldren wrote that  she cr ied
when her husband spent the night
with one of  the other wives so I
guess that deep down she didn' t
' l  ike i t  too much. His second wife
was Mary Br i t ton,  to who he was
marr ied on $eptember 1,  1865. His
third wi fe was Josephine
Caldwel l ,  to who he was marr ied
on November 3,  1859, From these
three marr iages were born th i r tY
seven chi  ldren.

James
violat ion

waa prosecuted for
the Edmunds Tucker

Law and was arrested on a Utah
Centra ' l  Rai  I  road tral  n,  charged
w i th un I awf u I cohab i tat' i  on on

w.
of
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Thursday the 8th of  July 1886.
The Deputy Sher i f f  who tr ied to
arrest  h ' im didn' t  have papers and
James refused to accompany him
however he promised to give
himsel f  up which he.did at  the
appointed t ' imed and ind' icted. His
case was tr i .ed on September 29,
1886. His wi fe Mat i lda was cal ]ed
to test i fy.  She said that  she was
the wife of  the defendant,
mar r  i  ed i  n 1847 at  Counc' i  l
Bl  uf fs,  Iowa and that Mr.
Love I  ess was a s i  ng le man unt i  ' l

she marr ied him and has cont inued
to l ive wi th him since. I t  was
ruled that she was not a
competent wi tness to be sworn in
in th is case, being the f i rst
wi fe.  Mary Br i t ton Loveless was
cal led.  She said that  she had
l ived with him as his wi fe for  30
years.  She said that  she knew
Josephine LoveIess,  who was the
third wi fe.  Other wi tnesses were
sworn in,  the jury instructed and
JameE W, was found gu' i  l ty  and was
sentenced to s ix months
imprisonment in the State
Penitent iary at  Sugar House and
f ined $30O.OO and costs,  a total
of  near ly $600.00. To raise that
amount of  money he had to sel  l
h is ten acre farm in the Ft .
Field and a team of rnules.

James W. was a very proud
man, and to be conf ined in the
State Peni tent iary and to be
compel Ied to wear a str iped
uni form. Taking of f  h is garments
and wearing the pr ison under
clothing seemed to worry him,
terr i  b l  y.  H' i  s heal th deter iorate 'J
badly and when he was released on

Sunday the 20th of  March 1 887 he
was not near ly the heal thy man
that had entered the
peni tent iary.  He seemed to fa i l
f rom then on and in less than a
year he had a stroke and died on
May 7th 1888 at  the age of  60.
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