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water running along the gutters ofthe streets. It included Bear Lal;el::in(}i\:e::'llz
the entire course of Bear River, the interesting Soda 'Sprmgsdoh a B g
considerable of the courses of Blackfoot and Portneuf rivers and the pos
1 with its nearby Indian reservation. .
He Bear Lake is si();azed about 55 miles north of Ogden andr2}5 Tll‘fs‘ﬁ"l;zﬁi
east. Itis partly in Utah and partly in Idaho. The.total lc_ngth oft }eca ‘? ls?/alle
25 miles with a varying width from one to 3 miles. It lies east o h ac \eumainz
with the Bear Mountains between. Whenever our intentto crosst ‘crEo[ S
10 Bear Lake Valley was spoken of ifn llht; prese:lceg)(f‘:[e‘s’:giccr;::}:\;:Xils;nce v
invariably received reports ot a lake monster a
:rlir:i,((:)}i[[here was};\o doubt l(*;\ad b::jen sger(\iby ma?y:zgf;:\;tl;)sl‘z of anumber
nd calves were attributed to its destructiv ;
o Sh,iespwae v(viere goingto work entirely around the lake we knew thatwe 520:[:3
have opportunity to verify or refute the reports of the monster’'s existenc S,m b
for ashort time one morning I felt conﬁdeql that I was about lofs;zle sor'ntc}:‘ L
a monster. The prospect for this unusual sight came about asd o ows.d Oc; 4
night after crossing the Bear Range to the lake basin, we ha cahmpe o
lake shore about 10 miles to the soulh.of the point ofcrossmglt he moluria[e(i
Very early on the morning of [the] 3rd it was dlsgoyered xhat all the unla e
mules had left the bell mare and were nowhere visible. This wasa vc(?_' unt o
and unexpected performance of the mules and as soon as it was discov
several members of the party suggested “frxghteped by the monster.h 32
A couple of mules were always lariated at night just to mele( S\;ch e"hief
gency. On this occasion my mule was one of these and the mule o tl ec -
packerwas the other. We knew thatthe mules had goneeither N. or184;1 c;lng s
lake shore. I mounted and rode north thinking that[the] animals ha dgi:)ec.
toward one of our preceding camps. The packer went in the ()pp();fue e
tion. The lake at that early hour was completely overspread by a layer offog (;( gle
few feet thick and a clear atmosphere above, thus presenting a quite remarka
CH‘-“AS I rode rapidly northward, after pf()_cccdil)g al')out six miles, lfhcar(:(;)l:l(;
in the lake a little in advance of me, a distinct clapping soqnd as 0h two s
bodies, which was quickly followed by sprays of water shootingup t rou‘ge e
thin layer of fog. Once againas| hastened on, and sqmewhat n.eare?to w e,son
same phenomena were observed and they were quite suggestive 0 san:eaﬁer
of lake animal, especially the upshooting spray of water. 1 50?1['1 ;1 e e
reached a narrow section of the path upon which 1 was ndlngAw ﬂl('i enIa o
me to decide that the estray animals had not gone in that dlr.e(}.‘nor;l. ](hgd
rapidly retraced my steps benton investigating the sounds and sights that
serv in the lake. 1
()bse::(lj;;)l;rloached the same locality [ again h.card (h.e clappmhg s}(:und:ha;ci
saw the upshooting sprays [of] water and was quite|excited] by the hope

%1 +is described by some, as an immense serpent 32] ?r 4(}\!{::1[](‘:: a;ll;]ve :;:F:‘:ss:fsa?c‘::)g:'}\:iaglm
i i ;ith head projecungabove the water several leet. ec A Y g
:‘f‘;::#at:lrsa‘l”;':le?:‘fg:il| mO(iOFI’L Tlherc |gs adread of the monster? among the inhabitants.” Entry for June27,

1877, Tillman 1877 Diary.
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B AR LAKE

L

Just over the mountain from Logan is a
huge 28,000-year-old pool of water

8y Janelle 8rown
statf writer

Big. blue and beautiful — that's Bear Lake.
For Cache Valley residents, Bear Lake is a back
vard recreational paradise, a close-to-home
getaway for fishing, swimming, boaung and
camping.

Even if you're colorblind and can’t be stunned
by its incredible sky-blue color. there's suill
much about Bear Lake that evokes unsolicited
awe.

First. consider the lake’s age. Bear Lake was
formed by glacial action some 28.000 years igo:
At one ume the lake (illed the entire Bear Luke
valley; which is 50 miles long by eignt to 12 miles
wide. Now, the lake occupies only the south end
of the valley, and is just {ess than 20 mues long
and from four ta esght miles wide.

Bear Lake 1s oval-shaped with a very regular
shoreline. When the lake was at higher levels the
Bear River tlowed directly into it from the north.
As the lake shrunk in size. the lake and river
separated. and a large marsh — we call it Diogle
Marsn — tormed at the aorthern end. Then, wind
and waves worked together to build up a natural
dike. or beach bar, separating the lake from the
marsn.

That beach bar today is a favorite site for
recreavonmsts. [daho's MHorth Beach state Park
s located ihere, and the >andy beach aad
shallow lake bottom make for some tine swimm
g,

For about 1.uo) years, Bear [.uke had the rare
disuncton of beiny solated from aay other
drainage basin. Then, w the eurly 1900s, the
Telluride Power Company began constructiou of
canals to divert the Bear River into the lake at
Dingle Marsn. Utah Power & Light Co was
organized aad took over the project in 1912. The
project was completed in 1918, and stores spring
runotf :n the lake which is released later for ir-
C183U00 OF puwer gegerativa as needed.

Aay discussion of Bear Lake's uniqueness
must feature (ish w 2 promunent spat. The lake
has four species that do not exist in other waters:
the Bear Lake Whitefish, the Bonneville
Whitefish, the Bonneville Cisco and the Bear
Lake Sculpin.

The two most aumerous fish are cisco and
sculpwn, Lake trout, Utah cutthroat trout and
rainbow trout are among the most popular game
fish. with the Utah cutthroat being the only trout
aative to Bear Lake. Other fish found include
Utah sucker, carp, yetlow perch, 4reen suafish,

kokanee, Carrington's dace and smallfin redside
shiners.

Bear Lake Valley's
first permanent
resident was Thomas
L. Smith, better
known as Peg Leg
Smith. Peg Leg
settled close to
Dingle on the Bear
River in the 1840s.
Peg Leg, who had
amputated his own
gangrenous leg a
year earlier, was a
horse thief par
excellence, mountain
man and trader.

Bear Lake s 4 Jdeep lake. The deepest spot,
lucated along the east side, 1s 208 ‘eet deep. and
more thaa half the lake is deeper than 100 reet.
The north, nsorthwest and south shores are sandy
neaches. and much of the rest of the shoreiine i35
rocky

Who were the first persons to see Bear Like?
[ndiany discovered the lake long before the first
~hite maan arrived. The area was a favorite sum-
mer area of several uibes, wcluding the Ban-
aocks, Shoshones, Utes and Crew

Josepb Miller, a trapper. was probably the
tirst white man to visit the irea, ridiog into the
valley in 1811. Eight years later, another trap-
per. Donald McKeasie, named the river. vailey

and lake with the name they hold today — Bea
McKensie called the lake Black Bear's Lake. b
eventually that was shortened to just Bear Lak:

Bear Lake Valley's (irst permanent reside
was the colorful Thomas L. Smuth, better know
as Peg Leg Smith. Peg Ley settled close
Dingle on the Bear River in the 1840s. Peg Le
who had amputated his owan gaagrenous l¢
years earlier. was a horse thief par excellenc
mountain man and trader. He operated a tradic
post that did a lively business with settlers mo
ing along the Oregon Trail toward the Far West

Most Bear Lake towns trace their histories
early Mormon settlers. who were sent t
Brigham Young to settle this northern valle
Paria becama the premier settlement when tt
(irst of the Mormou settlers arrived in the fall
1883

= Béar Lake has ity share of legends and folkiot

— the most well-known of which may be abo
the Bear Lake Moaster. Almost every summi
sioce Bear Lake was first settled, someor
clauned to see something — 00 one was exact
sure what — swimming in the lake. T
moaster had its heydey in the 1860s and 1380
when multiple sightings were reparte:
Moasters were ulso sighted in Utah Lake at
Salt Lake — and ¢or awhile, some bizan
theories flourished about how the moast
traveled from Bear Lake through Mud Lab
awamps (o the Bear River, swam down the Be:
to the Great >alt Luke, and then up the Jorda
Riverto Utan Lake!

The legend of the Bear Lake Moaster certain
haso’t fied, but it sn't generating the e
thusiasm it did a century ago. The moaster
remembered ¢ach summer in a Bear Lal
Monster race. The race runs aloag the lakeshai
aorth trom Laketown. Racers are told th
they’d better run fast, because the ‘‘monster
%1l be released five miautes after the rac
begins. So far. no casualties have been reporte
0 the annual run.

Al this is very lateresting, you may be sayin
Oy now, but since ['m not colorplind the mo:
iwesome thing about Bear Lake is still the colo:
Why's it s0 blue? Suspended calctum carbonate
wn the water give it its unique color. The water
quite pristine, und a low phosphorus level keey
more plant life from growtag in the lake.

Even if you don't know Dbeans about Bea
Lake's history or unique features, you'!ll st
aave overwhelming reasoas to enjov the are:
All you have to do is 4rab your fishing pole, tak
oif your shoes and wade alung a sandy beach. ¢
20 for a boat nde. to be impressed all over agal
#1th Cache Valley's ugique back yard
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mightbe the discoverer of some unusual beast, perhaps the veritable monster
of which we had heard such frequent mention. When I had reached the point
in my path nearest the source of the disturbance the sounds were repeated and
as before immediately followed by the sprays of water. I dismounted, and after
fastening my mule by an easily loosened knot, I took my carbine from its
holster and started on foot to solve the mystery.

When I came within distinct vision of the water at the shore line 1 could see
waves continually rolling in toward the shore, but the fog still prevented
definite sight of their cause, though I could make out indistinctly some dark
objects near their apparent origin. It was then necessary to get nearer for a
positive conclusion, so keeping a large leaning tree between the monster and
myself [ went cautiously forward up to the tree.  had just reached the tree when
the phenomena already mentioned repeated itself, and the waves toward the
shore came in in greater volume.

My vantage position now gave me clear view and full explanation of both
the sounds heard and the sprays seen. However, if my investigation had not
been carried to a complete solution that morning of June 28, 1877, 1 should
probably have feltable to endorse the probability of some sort of a lake monster
and [ submit that the real explanation of the phenomena observed s so
remarkable that, it would probably never have been known. For here is what it
was, and what I saw: two large bulls [were] standing out in the lake facing each
other in the water, well up to their sides. Every time that cither would attempt
to attack the other, their heads would go down, their horns strike together with
a clash and their nostrils fill with water. Their heads immediately went-up to
blow out the water and thus sent spray above the low fog.

The discovery thus made brought vividly to my mind the delight that a
bull fight used to afford me and my youthful associates, when I was a boy in my
Tenn. home. . . ."! So I decided to try to have the animals continue their
struggle under conditions more favorable for energetic action and I returned
to, mounted my mule and rode out into the lake and approached the bulls in a
direction intended to separate them and drive them toward the beach. This
was partly accomplished, but they reached the beach at considerable distance
from each other and I did not succeed in getting them to continue the
fight. ;
Irode back to our camp and learned that the mules had been found and
broughtin. The members of the party were at breakfast. I immediately narrat-
ed to them my experiences of the morning, substantially as above given, and
stated that the account was not exaggerated, and offered a reward to any one
who could tell what [ had really seen. One member said, ““ It must have been the
Bear Lake monster.” Another said “Two bears at play while taking a morning
bath.” I did not consider that either guesser was entiled to the reward. . . .'2

""Dwight L. Smith, “An Antebellum Boyhood: Samuel Escue Tillman's Fascination with Corn, Bulls,
and Deer,"” Tennessee Historvcal Quarterly 47 (Fall 1988): 147-49.

2Eor the official record Tillman noted that*“ This lake, according to the neighboring inhabitants, has
itsmonster. Thatthe statements madeto me in regard to the monster were in good faith I have no doubt, and
the fact that these people have been deceived into their present belief is quite as remarkable as would be the
discovery of a large and unusual animal " Tillman, “Executive and Descriptive Report,” p. 1531
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L Lillinan made
. x an unusual
discovery at
Bear Lake.
USHS
collections.

As we worked povthward i bhecame convenient 1o establish a base for
supphes atthe tdaho Soda Springs, andin the region there were a niunber,
[ob most unusual andinteresting] experiences. First among these was an

Lo July 1808 Joseph € Rich, asell apported publiciny agent for the area, had captured the
avcenuon of the onside world sath w dispatche e senn ta Dieseret News He wld ot Indian radinons of ©a
momster antal” thathved in Bear Lake butdhathad nocbeen seensinee buttalo mhabied the valley. Several
individual pioncer seuders had reporred sighungs, but they were given liule credence. More e ently,
howeser, aparty o toar and thenagroup ol en = relable persons whose s etacny s undoabied” related that
they had “disinaly' seen the monster sulficentdy o descnbe e Thiere have been other acconnts since
Rich's news story. Ezra | Poulsen, Jiseph (. Kuch, Versatle Poneer on the Monnon Fronter { Story of Achievernent
under Difficulties : Salt Lake Civ: Granue Publishing Co., 19585, pp. 21415, Austn k. Fite, “ The Bear Lake
Monster,” tah Hianwmtiey Keview 2 Apnl 1948): 99-100

Monster lore thiowes as o subject for histonicalVanthropological nnvestuganion and s lieerature
mareases Terecenves acadenne recognmon o such tangs as a volume of progiam papers ol a 1978
contarenceanthe thinenit ol Bonsh Colambia Marove Halpuand Michse Anies, eds | Manlke Monsters
o Inal karly Records and Medene Ecudence N ancouver: University of Buoosh Colunibig Press, 1980). For an
anccdowal reporton Bigtoat lore see Laniy Woody, “1s There a Bigloow™ dmencan Way, October 1981, Pp-
112 47 Arecent news nenmomndudes a presumad prore of wlake monster =1 he Quest ot Ogopogo,™ Time
Seprember 18, 1989 Oune mcasure of the worldwide volume of wings onomonster lore s given in the
1,050 e In':huw.wl.\, Gootge Mo kbethar, Momtens 4 Gude to Infurmation on Uinaccounted for (reatures,
Includang Begfoot and Other Drregidar Anunaly i New York: Garland Pubhshung, 1953, f
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16 Sandhill Crance \
(Grus canadenyis) {
Cranes (Gruidae)

Description: 34 A8 (86122 cm). Over 36" (90 cn)
tall, Large bird widh fong legs and neck
but relatively shore bills alor of ash or
wet sand, with ved cap on forehead. Like
all cranes, flics with neck and legs
outstrctched. Greac Blue Heron s

| slimmer, highiter-bodied, longer-billed, i
i and flies with neck folded. ‘
i Voice: In flight formation some ucter i krooo-

000 O Cdroot-ud catl inl.'t:ss;mdy, ;l\l«“l)h‘
at greac distances; when disturbed, the
whole flock calls.
Habitac: Breeds inomarshes; in the North on
:: tundra, prairies, and muskegs.
2 Nesting: 2 olive, brown-spotted eggs ona large b !
2 mound in a remore marshy arca. Both |
£ parents incubate the cggs and tend the
P young,. i
E‘ Range: Breeds from northeastern Siberiaacross _
i constal Alaska to the central Canadian Ly .
¥ Arctic, south to northeastern
California, Nevada, Colorado, South
Dakota, and Michigan. Also from [
southern Mississippi through Florida to i
Cuba. Winters from Calilornia
to western Texas and souch to central
Mexico.

¥ A similar bird, the rare Whooping
3 Crance (Corus americana), is much larger, 1 & N iy et ?
white, with bluck primarics. Only andhill 448" q

about 50 survive ulul these breed )in ik s
northern Alberta, wintering at the

Aransas refuge on the Texas coast. The
Sandhill is still common at some places

in the North, but the nesting population
in Bricish Columbia and the United
States is decreasing due to Joss of its
habitac. In winter the Sandhill chooses
not only manshes but also extensive
praicies and fickds, where 1o thrives on
spilled grain. Familics fly copether in
groups of 20 to 100 birds in "V"
formation, usually during carly afternoon
_when the air s warmese. The cranes
conr on ontstretched wings in a lisind
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