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io be 2nd counseclor. She served with Eliza K, T WO R S
Johnson and Melinda W. Lamborn until Eliza's
death 2 July 1911. Then they remained as coun-
selors when Bessic B, Weslon was chosen as
president 10 August 1911, Mary Emma Kearl
Moffat was appointed as secretary with Carrie
Moffat Kearl as her assistant.

The organization of 21 May 1918 shows:
Melinda W. Lamborn, president; Merlina E. Kearl
and Delinah C. Willis, couns~lors; Lula B. Kearl,
secretary. In 1922 Zettie N. Kearl became a coun-
selor and Kate Johnson Moffat the secretary-
ircasurer,

We have always iound the Relicf Society or-
ganization the hub of the Mormon community. The
sisters are the dependable leaders and workers to
aid the Bishopric in spiritual and civic matters,
They care for the sick, visit the homes of the
bereaved, and are the bulwark of the Weliare Pra-
gram. In the old days, they acted as mid-wives
and practical doctors. They nursed the mothers
and cared for the babies, They laid out the dead,
made their burial clothes, and coverecd and lined
the home-made caskets. They cleaned and scrubbed
the church, raised the {lowers, sang with the choir,
followed the funeral cortege and wailted 1o lovingly
iay the flowers on the newly made mound. And
then they went to the homes of the hereaved lo
serve hot food to the family and visiting friends.

The Kearl women were active Relief Society
workers, And if we follewed each orpganization of
the church in Laketown and in Bcar Lake Stake, or
in Cardston, Alberta, Canada, and in all the other
communities into which Kearls have spread, we
would find James Kearl's descendants filling impor-
tant pesitions, donating their time, talents, and
earnings, and giving their love, friendship, and
loyalty to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day
Saints.

BIOGRAPHY OF JAMES KEARL
James Kearl of Brockenhurst, Hampshire,

England was born 12 October 1833 to John and Eliza-
hath Catsa Kearl The Gates familyv dated far back
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in Hampshire history, especially in the town ot
Boldre, but the Kearls seem to have been recent
newcomers in 1800. The name is spelied with so
many variations, however, that at this peint, it is
difficult to tell just how common it was, There is
a family tradition that the family is ¥French, or
Norman, extraction and came with William of

Normandy in 1066. Just legend! Or, is there
truth in it?

This we know: In 1853 James Kearl was
young and sirong, and decidedly attractive, He
was tals and darxk and his very bluc eyves commanded
a second look, His mind was keen and his ambition
great. In fact, James Kearl's heirs in great nurm-
ber not only show nis strong physigque, his dark
hair and bluc eyes, bHut his fospel of work, Kearls
invariably measure men by thelr work !

Ii was natural that James Kearl should be
auvlracted to Ann Durton, also voung and sirong and
amobitious; also raiter beautiful with

L her eheen fod -
tures, dark Talr and nazel eyes, So this voung

couple loved and were married in (he Brockenhurs!

Parish Chureh 1% Sentember 1853,

2 Since Goih had
been baptized in March 183

oy flaer Willlam
Budge, i D5 Missionas v, one wondelrs il ithe
conversion brought thers together, or if their
courlship brought him into the charch with 4o
and her parenis ?

James worked on the game preserve of ihe

New Foresi, & @
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wardg and woodsman, as was his
ather. Jobhn Kearl had nine sons and daupnters

by

r
ome of whose descondants are still in Hamipeahilre

likeough the name has diszappeared from 'here,

ol

o

Two sons becarse iondon policemen and lheir
familics are in London, One sonp hvilredy ol
e Lo 0, 8 CHORER SEEEE iBmestut.  Lie sone his
wife Careling Tyler sailed for America in June

of 1863. They lived and died in Grants rille, ot
irey had no descendants.

The Burtons and the Rewols, after oy 18,
trek 1o Zicn, sertled in Ganiswville, Uil Jhames
worked o
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erds. And build they did, ~-home, orchards, gar-
-ens, fields. They purchased pastures and cows
.or milking and beef cattle and chickens. Life be-
came relatively promising and prosperous,

In their sixteen years in Grantsville eight
children were born to James and Ann Kearl,
beginning with Eliza Rachel in 1855, They were
I'liza Rachel, James Williarmm Burton, Christopher
Columbus, Julia Ann, Juliette, David Jasper,
Quincey and Manasseh. . Julia Ann and Quincey
vied early and were buried in Grantsville. All
zthers grew to adulthood.

James Kearl acted as a guard in 1856 and
.357 during the Echo Canyon War. In 1861 he
roturned to Florence, Nebraska with the Ira
Lldredge Company ito bring in converts, Accord-
ing to the history the companies carried flour back,
which they left in specified caches along the road,
Al Florence they picked up loads of people, carry-
ing as many“as fourteen 10 one wagon. The wagons
Collcct%,_d; in April and returned in Sepiember.
Again he made the trip in 1862, Of this company,

led by Joseph Horne, one A, H., Hale kept 2 journal,
' They

Jarmmes Keari was captain of the night herders,
left Grantsville 14 May 1862 and arrived back in
Grantsville Friday 3 October 1862, Mr. Hale
records the miles each day, the camps, the aimost
daily deaths (but does not name the dead, unfor-
tunately).

Alfred Kearl told us of one interesting inci-
dent on one of these trips which gives us a facet of
nis fathar, James Kearl. About 1B85 James tocok
some of his boys with him to conference in Sait
waxe City. They traveled from Bear Lake to
:luntsville, Weber, Utah, by wagon. There they
ieft their team with the family of a ladv who had
crossed the plains in one of the escorted com-
panies. OShe told this to the boys: "With our com-
pany was a girt about my age who did a great deal
of grumbling. Nothing was right. She would not
walk with the rest of us, We came to a stream,
cold and rough, but fordable. We were all asked
‘o wade across. She refused. Your {ather said
he would carry her, which delighted her and irri-
tated us. He did carry her, right io the middle of

re
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the siream. Then he dumped her. We were |
delighted ones then!"

This fine lady~-Alfred could not remember
her name--kept the team ior Jim Kearl, sent her
Son to take them to the railroad station in Ogden

and met themn there when they returned from Sailt
Lake,

_On 24 April 1862, James entered into the
practice of polygamy by taking Fanny Martin as a
second wife. Fanny was a beautiful, young immi-
grant girl from Beason, Bedfordshire, England.
Only eightcen at the tirmne of her marriage, she bHe-
came & pood wife and mother. Her fir s‘t. child, =
500, was born in Grantsville 24 Novernber 1863,
was blessed and named Charles by his father, and
died when he was threce days old., Her other six
children were girls, the eldest Annic Elizabeth Was
the only one born in Grantsvilie,

In 1869 President Young decided 1o colonize
the soutl cha Bl BOEF .81, To inis time the
1immi‘r__{rants had colonized Preston, Idaho, and
nad traveled through the hills into the north end
of Bear Lake where the valley 1s broead and rich,
and had mude settlements thiere; Paris, ldahe,
particularly. Put the south end had been reserved
for the Indians who dalthered there to kunt and fisa,
Now the colonization was delegated to Craries C.
Rich. He called the Kearls to g0 1o the south end
of the lake and John Martin, brother of Fanny
Martin Kearl, and his wife Kate Burion, 5i5tler of
Ann Burton Kearl, to po te setile Liberiv in the
north Bear Lake valley, ‘

_ Ann Kearl was to have a vaby in January and
Fanny was expecting one in May.
perty to dispose of, and the call had to be accepled
immedialely 1n the spring as reccived if they were
to establish shelter and get food for the people and
the stock before the winter set in,

Trney had pro-

=k James Keari
CI(?Clded to go without the families, but with a new
wife. He married Meriin Easthare 12 July 1869 in
t;te 5alt Lake Temple and almost immediatelsy
thercafter lefl for Bear Lake. i

Merlin Eustham was a talented young giri,
with a lovely singing voice and a phenominal
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capacity to get fun out of life. A great teacher,

she spent many years in active church work., 5She
became the mother of ten children to whom she was
father and mother after the death of James. She
was a close friend of Ann's cldest daughter, Eliza
Kearl Johnson. They lived neighbors, acted as
nurses for each other, worked as president and
counselor in the Primary, MIA, and the Relief
Society. She was ddored by two or three genera-
tions of Liaketown children,

This young girl left her comfortable home
willingly to make the hard journey with her new
husband. They settled in Round Vailey. Here
James Kearl set up a makeshiit camp and Merlin
cooked for him, George Willis and another hired
man who had driven the stock through, while they
cut the lush grass for winter feed, After ail that
was done they would build her a house. She said
if the rain did not put out the fire under her dinner,
the bugs’irom the box elder trecs fell into the food
and Iﬁ‘poil::zd it

THEY January Manassch Keari was born to Ann,
james returned to gather up his famiiies. His
children Jim and Eliza c¢rove wagons through. They
arrived in early April and Fanny gave birth to her
secona daughter, Ida Fanny, i May 1870,

James Bearl bepgan immediately building
homes and herds and security for his families.
Ann remaincd in Round Valley until after the birth
of her next child, Alfred, in March 1773, then she
moved intp & new house in Laketown., Fanny re-
mained in Rouna Vailey longer., ©She and her daugh-
ters milked a sizable herd of cows and made butter
for sale. Merlin also spent several vears in Round
Valley before she went to Otter Creek, and she and
her {amily added theilr labors to the pool of pro-
perty and stock. The boys herded cows and sheep
in the hilis west of the settlement, even when they
were very stnall,

During the ycars that polygamists were
harried James Kearl more than once escaped be-
cause there were two wavs of communication between
Round Valley and Laketown. At the Laketown end of
one road lived Merlin; on the other lived Ann anc

T
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both were sharp watchers and quick reporte. o, so
that he could return to his place in Round Valley
ahead of those who would have arrested him.

James Kearl was not a steady church goer:
he was a Christian doer. Ie was active in every
community undertaking, --roads, canals, schools,
church, or whatever needed cooperative work.
His saw mill became an institution in the valley
and probably every old building in Laketown was
constructed from lumber he or his sons cut. He
and George Judd, then owning the place Keith
Johnson now owns, built the lower dam on Big
Spring. This is just one typicai exampie of his
contributions to the community. iis generesity

and service to his neighbors was heart warming.

With his wholehcarted support his wives and
cnlldren werc active in church and in civic work.
Two of his sons filled honorable missions; at least
three were strong temple workers; daughters and
their husbands joined in their contributions to the
buliding of Zion. He was the {ather of cwenty nine
children, strong and good builders, evervone.
And now his descendants are numerous and wWorthy
bearers ol their herita

TlldEdc,

Wi

James Reerl loved music, While ia Grants-
viile nhe purchased a melodeon from passing gold
seekers and gave it to Eliza. She learned to play
it for him. Many of the other girls played-the
organ or piano; and scveral of the boys played in
the Laketown band.

James was a stoic in many wavs., When o
dirty job, or a painiul one had to he gone, it aad
to be done and making a fuss merely showed weai-
ness, When & sti{f finger made it impossible [or
him to wear his gloves, he had it amputated. When
Jasper cut his foot in the timber, his father sewed
1t with ordinary sewing thread, When six vear old
Willis broke his leg, his father placed him or a
rocking chair and set it while his mother held hirm,
These things just had to be done. 1i was not thar
Jim Kearl was withouwt Icelings, Far from it, He
was loving and sympathetic by nature.

Yet e had
to be the untrained doctor and dentist,

He was
called upon to set broken bones of many, puilea
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innumerable teeth with a pair of forceps which his
son-in-law, Willis Johnson, inherited. Willis
continued to use them until the gutomobile made it
possible for people to seek dentists in Paris, Idaho
and Logan, Utah

Merlin, the third wife, spent many years on
a ranch at Otter Creek. Henry Hayball, who mar-
ried Ida Kearl was a teamster on the Otter Creek
Ranch. Fanny, the second wife, lived on the ranch
in Round Valley and later lived in Paris, Idaho and
Garden City, Utah, I.ong before James's death, he
had provided three comiortable homes for his wives
in Llaketown. Fanny's home was in the mouth of
Mill Canyon, later owned by Iuther Reed, her son-
in-law. Moerlin's home stood in the Scutheast cor-
ner of Laketown. It has since burned but her sons
still own the property. Ann continued to run the
hotel at ils present site. For many years James
drove the mail when there were no roads, when
mud and mountains and snow blocked his passage.
The mall owwy came {rom the north {o the Meadow-
ville Post Office, first, then continued on to Lake-
lown. . The father of Joseph 5. Moffat Sr., was the
post.ma&...cr. He had a iittle storc in conneciion,
For eight vears before the coming of the railroad
lo Paris, James' route was from Evanston, Wyo-
ming to Svda Sprin’fs, léane. For the last {our
vears, Paris was the north end. It was then that
Fanny lived in Pariz. Part of the {ime, James
sub-let the south end of the routc and when his sons
grew to manhood they drove for him, Henry Hay-
ball, Frank Bevens and Willis Johnson did much
driving for bim, aiso. Many times it was riding,
as when the roads were impassabie, the mail was
carricd by horsebacic.

The first thresher in Laketown was bought by
George Weston. It was called the Pittsturg Thre-
sher. James ran the engine or drove the horses
that rmmade the power, Two yvears they took the out-
fit to Huntsviile, Utah where they did threshinpg for
the season, The were widely known {or this carly
thresher and its group of indusirious men who .
worked from daylight to dark, moving from one
larm to avother, Later 3 group of farmers in
Laxetown bought a thresher run by a steam engine,

Lk

Ty

. PN AT D .L\l'_:c\..l.x

much to the disgug} and amazement of the m( ¥
fine work horses,

James Kearl bought a sawmill from Mr.
Putman in Woeodruff, Utah, It is now over 75
vears old and still in use. Bishop Grey of Ran-
dolph and Bishop Lee of Woodruff were the car-
penters who installed it where it now is, on the
Alfred Kearl ranch. They made a wooden filume
which was not satisfactory, for it leaked and in
winter got so iced that working with it was diffi-
cult. So after his son, Alfred, rcturned from his
mission in 1898, he drew up plans and had the Sal:
Lake Hardware make them a pipe io his speciiica-
tions. It was so accurate that it was instalied
without much trouble and has given good service
cver since. The box that contains the mill wheel
is over a spring. Alired also rt,-ungjlecl the mach-
inery so they had mere log space in inc buliding.
From 1890 on, the mill was run by the I:noy._. 1a
one order lney sawed {ifty thousand fcet of lumber
at $17 per thousand, delivered for Aguilia Nebeker,
Tne two sons, Alired and Chris, drove themselves
hard to get it done so Chris would have some MmoneEv
for Curistmas {or nis children, 7 e delivered it
all as apgreed before Christmas, but Mr. Nebeker
was unabic to pav untii later. It shaitcred Cnris"
pians for Christmas and he broke down and crica
This lesson helped Alfred to try to pay nis bilis o33!
time

James Kearl's sons, Jim and Jas per were
reai frontier cowpunchers, They rode bro‘;cs Aand
broke horses lor pay. They rode in the round ~Laps
and knew the caitle men and ranchers from onc end
of tne Bear River to the other: tha: is, the p:-‘-.rt ir
Rich County and Wyoming. Byrd was good in bax
ling stock and horses, bul did not go in for bronc
bugting. Chris and Alfred cared iittie for horses -
they were machine men. Alfred confesses that it
was his {irst exciting ride on the railroad in Suda
Spring, Idaho, when the engineer let him ride and
blow the whistie that made him alwavs want to be
a rairoad man, James nad the dream of the rall-

a¢ coming down the hollow west of the ranch, so
he used to call it Raiiroad Hollow. From an carly
survey all the pioneers expected a line from Parig,
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Idaho to Evanston, Wyoming., This never came to
pass.

The big, spacious barn of James Kearl, was
the town recreational hall for many years. A big
room in the loft, reached by a closed-in staircase,
was the dance hall, the theater, the opera house
and the center of homecomings and farewell parties.
James donated this building freely, to all auxillary
organizations, but when the young groups gave a
dance after a baseball game or a rabbit hunt, he
would charge a small fee to cover the cost of coal
for the stove and coal oil for the lamps which pro-
vided the light. This was a social center, the stage
was often used to serve the refreshment tables, and
make burk beds for the sleeping babies while their
parents canced the guadrille or the walitz, After
nis death, his son, Jasper was in charge of the
barn and the old "Kearl Hall" as it was called.
Today it still stands, no longer a cultural center
but its sides bulging irom the hay piled into it from
a large opéning in the south end. )

James Kearl was known as a man of integrity,
nomest dealings and ambition. He believed in the
gospel of work as all pioneers who survived him,
iic was kindly and loved {ine culture as ne knew it.
Fe¢ was generous in his community glving, He is
ihe "friend" praised in the book, "The Life of J.
Goiden Kimball" for brother Kimball lived in
Meadowviile near to James Kearl in pioneer times
and knew him well. James was a man of his word,
a builder of roads, dam sites, canais and the com-
munity, a sirong leader in the general sei‘lement
of the southern Bear Lake arca.

James Kearl was ill the lasti years of his
lifz and found it difficult to work as he wished, He
was oftenin such pain that he could scarcely move,
and his legs and feet would swell until he couldn't
iace his shoes:. Yet he rode his horse almost daily
to the ranch in Round Valley, even when he could
do no more than visit with his daughter-in-iaw,
Lula, Alrrec's wife,

Josepn Weston, a stalwart pioncer and early
citizen of L.aketown paid the following tribute to
James Kearl: '"Jim Kearl contributed much to the

e
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growth of all these cormmunitie 5, Lake_town,\"'r{ound
Valley and Meadowville. The people turned to Jim
with every problem of health, of building structures
from barns to churches, of maintenance of church
and community. He was always wiiling and able

to give his advice, his teams, wagons, machinery
and money when needed. I don't know how we could
have gotten along without him. "

Jim Kecarl was a true pioneer--driving and
harddriven. He died suddenly 4 October 1902, at
his home in Liaketown, Utah. He was buried in the -
Laketown Cemetery. Ann, his first wife, survived
him by nineteen years. She also died in her home
in Lakectown and is buried there. ranny, the second
wife lived over twenty years afler his death. She
spent her last vears in her own home in Logan, and
is buried tnere. Merlin, lived alone f{or thirty
years, inen she too was laid to re<t in the Lake-
town Cemetery.

BICGRAPHY OF ANN BURTON KEARL

When Ann Burton Xearl was baptized and
confirmed a member of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-Dav Saints, in 1853, litile 2id she realizc
the change that this event would oring into her life,
and into the lives of her loved anes,

Ann was born in Brockenhurst, Harnpshire,
England on 22 May 1836, the third child of Wiliiam
and Jane Drodge (Dridge) Burton., One sister and
her only brother were oider; five sisters were
younger. William, her Lrother, whe was six YCAT S
her senior, did not join the church, or leave his
home. He raised a good family there, often teli-
ing them how lonesome he felt when his fTamily
sailed awavy to Anicrica. Charlotlte, the eldest
sister, refused to join the Church. Later she
migrated with her husband to Bellevilie, Ontario,
Canada. There Ann Kearl visited her only once,
So, when Ann's parents became LDS and cmigraied,
they brought with them only marricd Ann, anc five
younp daugliters: Eliza, Fmma, Jane, Kate and
Rozena, only six years old.

Yery little is known of Ann's life as a voung
girl at home, We do know that her {ather was a
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posterity that they will remember her noble deeds

and her wonderful accomplishments. And her name

always will be held as high as her ideals,

The children of James and Fanny were:

Charles b 24 Nov 1863 Grantsville
’ d Nov 1863

Annie Elizabeth b 28 June 1866 H
d 9 Oct 1948

ida Fanny b I May 1870  Laketown
d 27 Apr 1953

Lallian Estella b 8 Jan 1873 1
d 6 Oct 1949

Friscilla Margaret b 2 Sept 1875 Round Valley
d 28 Dec 1946

Mary Jane b 1 Jan 1879 "
d 1l Aug 1945
b

Maude Olive 26 June 1882 2

d 26 Oct 1954
HISTORY OF MERLIN EASTIIAM KEARL

“Merlin Eastham Kearl was born 6 Nov, 1852
ol I\f'Ia'S“ﬁoro'agh, Yorkshire, England., A daughtcr
ot John Eastham and Jane Huntinglon--and one of
a family of eleven--of the cleven only six girls
survived iniancy,

Merlin's parents were born in Lancashire.
At an garly age, John began warking for the rail-
road., Aiter his marriazge he was siatiohed in
~iverpool, where the first two children were born.
While they were iiving at Liverpool Janc mel the
Mormon Elders and was converted to the Church
and baptized in 1839. John also became a member,
but net until several vears later. '

John was transferred to Derbyshire and later
to Masborough in Yorkshire. The family lived in
comliort since John's salary was more than enough
for their needs., The youngest girls Merlin and
senora went 1o a dancing school and all of the
children attended a private school. They also
aticnoed church in the little viliage, Since Jane
feit they shoula go to any church rather than nene.
John worked in Rotherhams across the river Don
from the village where they lived,

27 Merzrlin Eastharr\' ‘earl

When Merlin was about seven years old her
father was asked to go to the West Indies to run
the first engine there on the newly completed rail-
rpad. However, it would be nece ssary for him to
Sign up for a four year job. The pay was good and
John felt that at the end of the four vears he would

be prepared to bring the family 1o Zion where Janc
had longed to be.

So it was decided to move to Leeds where
there was a branch of the Church, and here John
settled the family to await his return from the
Indics, Jane openea her home to the Mormon
Elders. President Joseph F. Smith lived with the
Eastham family during the three years of his mis-
sion. He was quite young at the time, and as he
had lost his own mother, he called Jane Molher
Eastham during his lifetime, and many imes said
that next to his immediate family she was dearer
to him than anyone living.

The six Eastham girls Emma, Lucy, Cath-
erinc, Marentha, Merlin and Leonora were happy
in thelr home and in their afiiiiation with the ’
church. Whaile John Was gone ihe two cldest,
Ernma and Lucy, married young mien who were
tonverts to the church and emiigrated io Utah,
They made their home in Grant_sville, Tooele
County,

. When John returned io England in 18064, the
farnily immediately siaried plans to emigrate.
They sailed {rom Liverpool on the Belle Wood 29
April, 1865, with Wm. L. Shearman as leader
and with 636 people aboard. After an uneverntiul
Crossing they landed at Castle Gardens, New
York 1 May, 1865,

With the other Saints, the Eastham family
made their way by rail and boat to he small town
of Wyoming, Nebraska, on the bank of the Missour:
Biver, a place where the saints gathered to prepare
10T the journey westward, Having been told by his
daughters, who were already in Utah, that there
was need of a store in Grantsville, John had ac-
quired a stock of goods in New York and it was
necessarv to outfit three wagons to bring the

Lastham family and merchandise on 1o Salt Lake
{Titas
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They left the camp July 3rd with about 400
souls, with Elder M. G. Atwood as captain, arriv-
ing in Salt Lake City 8 November 1865, two days
afler Merlin's 13th birthday. In Salt Lake the girls,
Emma and Lucy with their husbands James Rateliff
and Andrew Millward, met them and 1t was a very
happy reunlon.

The family proceeded 1o Grantsville where
they lived the first winter with the older girls.
John and Jane opened a general merchandise store
which they kept for many years. They bought a
larye lot on what is now West Main Street, and in
the summer of-3256 built a substantial and, for
thas period of e, a very modern house. John
planted 2511t and shade trees and garden. They
worked hard and prospered and were active in ali
church and civie affairs. {Their home 1s stili in
use, a testimony to them:. }

When Meriin was sevenieen she met James
Kearl and on the 12th July 1869 a few months hefore
her 181n birthday, she entered into plural MATTriaAge
with James. She was ihe third wife, The marriage
was periormed in the Endowrmeni House in Salt Lake
City,

Tames had been called wo help settie the Bear
Lake Valiey and so Merlin went with him to help
prepare homes for the two wives, Ann and Fanny
wlhio, for a ime, ren-aincd in Grantsville with their
young families.

When James and Merlin arrived in the Bear
Lake Valley they decided to setile in what was at
first called Mudtown, now known as Round Valley.
‘There werc no neighbors, no fences, plenty of-land
and water and tall meadow grass ready for cutting,
{o which job James applied himself--a job which
lasted many weeks., Duriny this time they lived,
cooked and_Slept in the open., However it was nec-
essary 1o hirvest {ced for the stock which they had
driven up from Grantsville.

Lefore thie cold weather came Jumes erected
a log cabin which had a diri rool and jioor. Dut it
was shelter and laler it was improved and enlarged.
“Merlin lived in Round Valley abeoul elght yvears.
Mrre her first four children were born--Edith,

29 Merlin Eastham "earl
Jeanette, John and George,

During these years neighbors visited back
and forth, made their own recreation and, as often
as possible, roads ana time permitting, went to
L.alfetown where there were morec people, a pre-
siding Elder and regular church sexrvices.

o These were stalwart people, unwavering in
heir {aith and their deterrmination to succeed in
what they had been called to do. But the first
years were very aiscouraging, Often the grain
Crops and gardens were partially destroved oy
ffrost. One year all {he grain was irozen, andg dur-
1nglf_he.long hard winter people became ill {rom
their chm consisting, for the most part, ot {ish

aznd K, Finally a group of men decided to attemp!
irip through the mountains to Logan and to brin ‘
bacx as much ilour as they could carry on their
bacxks., They had to 2o J :

o

e : on snow shoes and they
rnacde the trip to Logan without incident, However
as ey were returning they were caught in & severe
blizzard and had to make camp to avoid being lost
and irezen, The blizzard lasted several da‘)-’l_s.

Thev =20 n L = 2 7 I i : a
Luey ik onn ioon, so ihev midded sidl dowan o

ﬁou_r and water, wrappoed it around slicks and
F:c;_okc:d It pver the fire. Needless o sav wnen the
ohizzard abaied, much of the flour was ;_10:":::. his
was only one ol many incidents which .T*-:“.hj.g} :

. i ave
dlSCouT:

ged a iess hardy peopie,

Jamoes had acguired land on ine Quler Creock
a few miles north of Randolph and abouwi 1877 ,
moved Meriin and children there., Ann acd Fanny
i‘;md their families had been seriled in Laketown.
{"T(‘.I‘C at Otter Creek two more boys were born--
Robert and Willis--and here also preat trapedy
came to the family. ‘

Lale one night 2 man came to their door and
fisked if he might bring his wife in, she was very
ill, and they were strangers traveling through. ;
?vierlin had them come in and made them as T:(;m“—
110rtab1e as possible. They left ihe next day, but
r::ad _Sr.a‘)-'ed long ecnough to expose the chiidren to
tie dread gisease cipihtheria, All of them became
njx except Willis who was four months oid, aund
witiiin 4 week Jeanelte and Robert were dead.
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It must be remembered that Merlin was alone
with her family much of the time since James had
to take care of his farm and homes in Round Valley
and Laketown. Also there was no regular mail, no
phones, no close neighbors. It must have been &
very trying fime.

However, scon after the death of the children,
James moved the family to l.aketown and for the
{irst time Merlin was able to settle down and begin
to take part in Church and Civic affairs, and have
the children in church and school regularly.

Laketown was now a ward wiih a Bishop and
all ward officers and a reasconably good school.
Morton and Ethel were born in Liaketown, Merlin
spent one more winter in Round Valley, during the
winter of k8B9-1890 and here on Febn, 10, 1890
Chase was born. Grace, the-last of the ten child-
ren was born in Liakelown.

As-the yvears went by Merlin becameé more
anxigus to return to Granisviile to see her parents
and sisters, Young children, bad roads and the
long journey by team and wagon made the problem
almostl lusurmountable, She had heew able to go
once and see them aill before rer mother died in
1887. Sncu returned io Grantsville again to see her
father just before his death in 1893,

Also as lthe years went by and the children
grew old enough to take care ol the home, Merlin
went more ana more Lo help with the sick and be-
reaved., She had suflered the loss of her two
young married danghlers Edith and Ethel, Edith
aied Aug., 25, 1BY96 leaving two boys, Ralph--two
vears cid and Weston, three days old, Ethel died
April 26, 1912 leaving two daughters, Norma,
dlmost {ive years and Edith I month old. Somehow
one gathers strengih to live through these tragedies
and perhaps-these losses she suffered helped her
to understamd and sympathize with other people's
trouble. She had a natural aplitude for nursing and
her sweet and pentie ways and sense of humor made
ner a weicome soul in every houschold. For many

vears, and very oiten, her cheer and help brighiened

homes and lightened the load of other wornen.

Money was not involved in these acts of mercy.
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Neighbors helped neighbors. And if in compensa-
tion there were a few dollars or a picce of meat,
or some vegetables, all well and good. If therc
was only "Thanks' that was all right, too.

Her services were appreciated, ana she was
loved. She was rarely spoken of except as Aunt
Merlin or Grandma Merlin by anyone, old or young.
She had a very special way with children and they
loved her. After her own children were married
and gone, she opened her house to children of the
town for candy pulls and litile socials, and they
enjoyed most her stories of her childnood and of
the early days in Bear Lake. Once a group "cut”
school and then not knowing what to do with their
freedom went to Aunl Mecerlin., She gave them
canncd peaches and cookies, salted with a leciure
and sent them home resolved never to cul school
again. '

Puring all these years of caring for her own
{farnily and for others, she was very active in the
church. 5She was counselor to Harriet Robinson in
tho wery early; if foet the first, Primary organizs-
tion. She taught the Srst Religion Class, Was
Reilel Soclety Counselor for 25 years, under three
presidents, Filzga R, fearl Johnson, Dessie Wesioh,
and Melinda Lamborn., During which time she was
also Y. L. M.I1. A, president for 7 years, iteacher
in Sunday School and member of the choir. And
when she was seventy vears old she accepted the
Presidency of the Primary, a position she heid
for 2 years,

Meorlin was a widow for 32 years, James
having passed awayv suddenly the 4th of October
Lawz,

As she grew older, she was forced, becausc
of her health, to curtail some activities, She
spent most of the winter months with Chase and
his family in Preston, Idaho, or with Grace and
her family in Salt Lake City. But each spring she
was anxious ‘o return to her home in Lakelow::,
and her relaiives and her good f{riends oid and
young. It was always her wish 1o be in ner own
nome whern she passed away.

In Junec of 1934 she bLecame ill--an iliness



Meriin Eastham Kkeary oc - RETEE KN

which la\..:d through the summer. So many people
came to offer help and refused even a "Thank You"
saying, '"Why shouldn't we come to help when we
think of the hours she spent in service somewhere
in the homes of all of us. "

KEARL FAMILY CHRONICLE -
ALFRED KEARL

"My father James Kearl and his wife Ann
Burton Kearl were both born and raised in Brocken-
hurst, a little town a few miles from the port of
Southhampton in the south of England. They were
married in 1853 and sailed for Utah early in 1854,

"Grandma Merlin'' passed guietly away 30th
Sept. 1934, An overflow crowd alltended her funeral
services and one of the lovely things most remem-
bered was the singing of a group of little children

B i D MR g Stk i m

as they la d a wreath on her casket. These were : Their ship, the Windermere, docked at New Orleans
children of the children she nad helped bring into : after a hasty voyage in which small pox raged, and
the world and had taught in Primary and Sunday : my parents lost their first baby, Ellen Kearl. '
School, / "My grandparents Burton came with my
Grandma Meriin wae buried in the Laketown . parents. My grandparents had only onc son and
Cemetery, Znd October 1934, : one daughter older than Mother. These members

of the family never did join the church. So they
brought with them five daughters younger than
Mcier., From New Orleans they went up the river
to 5t. L.ouls, then crossed the pialns in wagons,
Three of the girls died on the trip. That leit oniy
Aunt Kate and Aunt Rose (Rosina}, who were just
children, Tney all setuled in Grantsviile, Ulah.

"That she come back to her pain
Dear God I could not ask,

But only strength ecach day withoul her
-¢heery prescince here
“To do my task,

~For her warm smile to light iy way

Dear God i do not pray _ "My parents earned the funds to gei their
But only couradage sizunch, and lovely own farm by working for the established scitlers.
Memmorics Father dug post holes and ditches., Once he was
To light each day, paid ‘in bra?n %nstead of money. Well, they were
_ usuaily paid in produce, 1 guess. Anyway, Mother
Year 1963 James and Merlin's descendants Ll:it’:‘d to make bread with the bran aione, because
- %1 she had no white flour., When she turned out the
’ loaves they looked all right, but when she tried to
JEANETTE AND ROBERT KEARL cut them, they just fell apart. There was not
_ enough giuten to roldthe doughtogether. Mother
Jeanetle e ri--DBorn 29 Oct 1872 at Hound Just szt down and "bawied. "
Valley, Rich Co,, Utah, "In Grantsville they built their home, planted
. She was a daughter of James and Merlin orchards and garden. They bought pasture and
Fastharm Kearl. She lived her few short vears in consziderable livestock. They had eight children
Round Valley and Otter Creck. She passed away, 4 born to them;--two died as babies and are buried
victim of Dipktheria, at Otter Creck 14 of Mav there. Father married Aunt Fanny {Fanny Martin)
1882, Buried in the Laketown Cemetery. in 1862, and her first baby, the only boy in her
_ ! family, died when he was three days oid. (His
Bebert Readl, son of Tawes and Meelis _ father had blessed him, so they must have expected
Zastharmy Kearl, was born at Otter Creek 6 April death.
1?‘-79- Ile died Of' D‘i}?}:Lheriqa at Otter Creek oth of “"But 1n spite of these froubies, & measure of
May, 1882. Buricd in the Laketown Cemetery. settled prosperity had biessed the families. The
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