January le 1932, A Sketoh of the Life of Your Mother, Merlin Fasthaw
Keurl,

I vas born Novsnmber 6, 1852 at the 1ibdls 7illage of Masbrs, near
Rotherham, six miles from theffisld. My parents nemes are Joha Eaathsm
and Jans Huntinrbon Kasthaa, Theyr wers born 1a Lun¥kershiza, Inzlaad.

: 1 was bora in Yorxshirs, Saglaads My fathsr vas a Locamotives Enginemr
haveing run on cne line ia England for 22 yaara. My parents were all

ready to come to Utah several years bafore they did come in 18654 1 naever
knew the reason ths Journey was put off. Ws livaed at Mazbro till I was
sevem years old and then we moved to the ¢ity of Leads In Y. rkshire.
While thsre part of the time we kept conference houss where ths migsicqe
ariess would make their hows while ia that part of the mission.

I well remembar Presideat Joasph Fs Smith and Ezra T, Beagea and
others coming to our houss whenever they had time and thsy sure aesmed
to enjoy the tima gpant thers.xz My father being a vary temparate man
when the Tnglish Goverament apended up a rallroad in the East Indies
they asked father if he would g0 go father told mother i3 ghe would be
willing #or him %o go for four Yoars whea hs came back hs would some to
Utah with heare She gave her coasents. Hothar was nob o vary strong woman
but shs wis willing to make sascifises for tha Gospel asske 30 shs had her
two eldsat girls coms to Utah in 1862. Both were married shortly befora
they left Enzlaad to young men in the ochursh at Viokers, Jamsz Ratoliffs
and Andrew V. Hillwards

Father oame home aftar stayiag 4 ysars in Indis. Vorked s Venr
at his old job agaix and then on thas 25th of April 1865 ws left Liver-
Fool om an old sailing vassel, The Balls Wood, and thougsh there weres
600 SBaints om the ship beaides the arew, ths captaim suld it was tha
best and quickest trip he had sver mads wsross the ALtaatics The Salats
had & merry time coming over, with meeting, conserts and soms timas a
little Qencing as there was a company of Jaiantbg belonging %o & band so
we had musice Theres wis a corrowful tire oo as one old Lady and one
baby dies oa the ship and it was a Pitiful sight to ase them lowered
into the s=a.

Well at last ws lended at Caskle Cerdeas, New York. Staid thera a
day or two then traveled om to a 1ittle Placs called Wyoming ssved milss
from the oity of Nebreska them a town of derea houses, s were put ox shore
9% ths bank of the river with mo houss to Bst into or no placze for our
goods but out doors there was u kiud of a cave of & place maix whers e
a1l went into when it rainsd and I believe there wers thunder storma the
grestast part of the tiws we stayed there. W, stayed there nine weeks
while the brethern want to Cmaha for wazons and cattles Fathar paidm a v/
Brother and wifaes WAy across the sem and a sinzle mans way 50 thay would |
drive our tesms aosross ths plains. We had two wagons, four yoks of oxes, -
and two oows to start withe The cows were milked in the morning and tha
milk put in a little kex and fastensd onto the side of the wagon and the )]
Jolting af ths wagon churned a little pat of butter so we had a little J
butter every night. _

We trarvsled with the churah frazsht train as there wasa't enourh
independents ©o make a train of themsslves, ie didn®t have sny bad lnek
after we got fairly well stsertsd ou the plains but lots of mishaps st the
start such as brok=n wazon tongues sud run-a-ways owing Yo wild tesams and
poor drivers und on thinking about it now I don't iow how they got alonz
ag well as they dide I ar sure the Lord must have helped us ant some.
There was & large company of Shandsnaviens that yesare Imough for a train
of their own and it wss good for them as they could wderstand ons another
better than if they had Deen mixed with the English speaking reoples. Ve
kot along fairly wslls Of course there were raly funny things happened.



1 ramsabar cne iz particulare W2 Lad to come down to .3 Plabt river
through a guleh Just wide enough for the wageas ta get tnrough and then the
oxn had e jump into the river ynd gt asross Lo the obher sides Ons
wagua upssh and & Lads wad in the wuwgoda as 1% lay on its sidee Lha vratar
wasn't wery deep but s box of tem spillisd and floatzsd dowa streame The
en poon had the wagoa 1lifted up again wnd we wenb op our way reajolcing.
I don't know how many times w» forded tha Platt but wuitsz a fews ST S (
didn't ses an indisn on the trip but when we got to Fort Laramls s vers |
golag to osmp for the nignt we got word not to stop but kesp traveling l
»ll night as the danish train had been raided by indisas the night bafors
and the wife of one #f ths Leashera stolsan and he never saw her agains The '
fort was up a ravine guite a distancs, 3 miles, from ths road the tralas {,f
had to travsle - T

1 havs seen accounts of the raid but they wasa't enybhing like what &
heard about it told by soms that ware therees Vhen we Were about 3 days
drive from Graib Salt Lack one of my Brother-in-laws, Mae Jamnss Rateliffe
mebt us with ox team and wagon and brought us thwo nica fat fresh heaf.
wather asked the cantain if wa conld drive ahead of the train so as to
maka battar time. He told us we could as there wasnt mush chunca of
saning or baing molasted Dy 8 yonz. We ware too closs ©o the cibty when
we pot to whers the road turnadoff to climb the bip monntain. Th;y had i
to have allthe teams to get ene wagon to the tor and lsave the other at t
the hobtom till the could come back for it, whichbhsey did andit was 12 !
r.me that night bafore ws could go to bed that was meze Now Osn Dy 13a -
birthdsy snd Mother made a rolly polly pudding to celebrate ite The i
naxt day after dark we arrived in Salt Lake City and there was a band
playing and the musio guoundad hesuvenly Lo me.

lothar and Father stayed in the city waiting for thair freizht %o be
unlosdel they had purchased guite a lot of merchandise in Lthe states
where it could bs bought cheapp a result of the civil war. Thay kept
a ptore after thsy arrived inGrantsvills and had a prics list cowe from i
56 b Lake every two weeks and heving bought chzap cold ai’ford to sell at :
Salt Lake prices wnich they did after awhile they s50ld out mg it wss |
too much for Mother. As she never had been well since I can remembsr
and we were afraid she would be sick on zhe ship but she was the only

one smong us that didn't have a sick daye

Thers wasa't sny coal at that times so ths school meetings and
denses hed to be kept warm with wood. Thare was plenty of Cedar wood
handy snd mmetimes 39 Joads would be brought in one daye the Bishop
asking the men folk to naul 3t from the Hillse W, had no light either
btut the Mothers made candiss and they ware used for whatever lights S
ware wesd nzeded aftsr dark, both in the homes and nsetings places bus |
we had good times anywaye. In 1859 my husband, Jaas Ksar:, was calliad
by .resident Young to eame TO the vear .aka counurys to help ssthle 1te |
And in July 12th 1869 1 was married to him in the endowment house.iu ;
In August 29th 1869 we 1anded in round yalley snd commenosd to make u
Yomm thera and some of the boys are living there yet. The lst winser
wasn't very bad for Brother Kearl,myhusband came fron Grantsrille and
through the Hills about the middle of Jan. Eut we have =een some pretty
hard timas both as to westher and other things suchas frozen smutty
wheat ground in a burr rmill., So gayone cun Bee Whub bl.ck sticky
bread we had to sat and not a great dessl of that =t times and no fruit
in the country either. Some of the men folks at Paris had started a bris 8

bsnd with Bro Josimh Eprdly as leadev. i

apostle Churles C Richwas president of the Bear Lake Stake which I
included the land from Sods Springs to Eyanston. I hardly think Star )
Vel ley was ssttled thenbut if it wss it balonged to vhe Banr Lake Staks
too. And a sister told me when they rislted the differeat associations
they had to have &« tuaa take bedding and vittles and camp outy & night or ;1

2 but had good times, visiting among the people. N e
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pitherths fisst wintsr or second president Rich got the band boys to
come to Yadowwills , Roundralley and Lalratown to play for us end chesr us
up a bit and o sure apprecisted ite Aqd onca when Prezident Budze vas in
offics he cume Yo Eaxe towa in o presching tour end brought a few good
singerswy¥shhin vhich was & treatsalscs  And once Viola Pratt Gilitte

cume ug to visit some of her reletives and she same and sang for us. One
ofher pioces wes a rysn, & faverite of Fresident Ligfinley. ©Onc she had s
sung for himit was, "Just As I Ax Visthout One Plea." 4,d she sung it
wondsrfuliy wells Then wve hud pleys snd dfncss and social partiess, I
they wern't very stylich erveryone seemad to enjoy themsivose I kaow

the climate heg chankeu a good denl for Lthe bebteor over since FPresident
Johit Taylor came to visit us and blessed the aund for cur benefit. How
we raise berries, apples, pears plyms snd loks of geod perdens. I ldved
et Obter Creck 8 years,10 miles from Lokeborm snd 5 miles from Rpndolphs

Yy nearest neighbor living a mile away and somsbimes I dida't hare one
fnearsT than 3 miles swele 2 O Ny children died there, a girl and boy,
and were brought to LaXxstom for Warinle 1 dem't lire to think of those
days muchtos sads I have worked in every association where wemsnwork
My 1lst work wasin the primarve Sister Harriet Rebinson was oresidont,

ther dirter Bliza Jshumson lst counselior and I 2nds I bought alintle
comtata for the children and st Christmas Lima we hod the primaxy
children play it asit was a Christnas story e -Sines then every yeor thoy
heve something of the kind . ¥Was chosen a Leacher in ths lst religion
class organized hare &t trat tinse Had to have a cottificate slgned by
the prasident of the church, mine being signed by President Wilford
Wocdruf £ & foar thut by the vbeie Peosident Bro Kesztchs. lips presidznt

of young Lzdies Tor sboub b years teacher in relief society, wad el
loif cdounsellor in relief s aily, bteechsr in bundsy schonl for yeav)
for-yenpamsniber o Lno Choirs for ysers,and president af the primury for

1 year. 1 @mi the Mothe=r oZ 10 o ildren, 6-%oys end & girlss. Thelr
prea8~ noass ere kerlin Bdith, Jeznst v, dJdehn, Banry, Grerge, Hotert Williss,

Eiswortu, korton, Bthel Jioie, winse end Gracse wmobher had 11 chiidren,
1u pirds snd one boye shelr remss are 1, Euoa Jans, 2 pvaline, 8 Louisia
4 r1ith, 5 Cgtherins Curtis, § Marenina Althara, 7 lsexrlin, 8 Leonars,

g Jane, 10 Jonn il sabey Ellen. I have 42 graadchildren alive at hhis
wriling and U sreat-grendehilara gll having been bartized into the church
whanold encugh. 23 grundsoas and 18 graundaughters. I e in oy goth year
gt this writing.

I yemsmber one Christras I made tha children soms Nolasses candy znd
theytoolz some ot thenairhborschildren, {Bro Ygrds} , who livsd o mile o
way end their children guve mine eoch a 1intL tin cake cutter a viece.
ty two girls 1 mean end that was sll theay gob snd were so vleasad with

gnys ¢ very little pleaaged children.
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