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I  was born on November 6,  1852'rn the l i t t le v i l ' iage of  Masbro'

near Rotherham, s ix mi les f  rom Stref  f  re lo.  My parents,  names are John

Eastham and Jane Hunt ington fastham. Tirey were born in Lancashi  re.

I  was born j  n Lancash i  re.  l t ly  tat  her was

a Locomot i  ve Eng t  net*  r  na\"  1 11g r-un on one

l ine 1n England for 21 year$.  My par"er l ts

were ready to come to ut  at t  several  yeaf 's

bef ore t  he f  i  nal  ly  d ' id come i  n 1 865. I

neve r  knew t  he rea$on ' t  hat  t  he i  ou rney was

delayed. We l ived in Masbro unt i l  I  was

seven years old and then we moved to the

ci ty of  Leeds in Yot-kshi  re.  Whi le we were

there part  of  the t ime we kept conference

house where Merl in when she was
about 13 Years old.
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the m' iss jonar i  es woul  d mal, .e t  l ' re ' i  r  home whi ' le t  n t l ' rat  part  of  the

mission. I  wel l  rememi;er Pr-esident Joseph F. Smrth arrd Ezra T.

Bensen ancl  others comirr ! ] ' t ( r  out 'house whenever they had t ime and

they sure' l  y seemed tcr  err  joy the t  in ie spent there.

My father^ wa*$ a very t - ( r rnf lerate micr i  
I -*

and when t  he Eng' l  i  s f i  i love rrr i len t  p l  ann*

ed to bui ld d rat l road i r t  t l le East

Indi  es they asked f  ather i  f  he wou' l  d

go t  here.  Fat her to ' l  d mot her t  hat  i  f

she would be wi l l ing for  i t t t t t  to go for

four years that  when he carne back he

would go to Utah with her.  i j l re gave

her consent .  Mot her tvas noi  'a very

strong womiln but she was wi l i ing to

make sacr i f ices for  the sal ' .e of  the
My_ Ealhe r : .-Jchn__Eeq!Iam

Gospel.  Sf ie l rad her-  two elc lesi  g" i  r  lE;  coms to Utah ' in 1862. Both

were marr iet l  short ly before they ief t  f ingland to young men in the

church from Vickers,  James Ratci  i  f fe and Andrew V. Mi l  lward
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Fat l rer  came nome i i f rer  s,  layrrrg 4.Years ln incl ia.  He worked a

year at  h is old job ancj  then Dr\  t r re ZSth of  Aprr l  in 1865 we lef t

L iverpool  on an c,  ld . . , ;At l in ' j  . i i :Sse l .  " f  f ,e Bel le Wood," and thOUgh

there w$re 6()0 Saint , r  or i  r f iL:  : - ' l i r l i  l resides t l r r :  crew, the captain

said that  1t  was ine i , ,e! i  i  , i . ,  ( i  l^Jrr l i - i . ( r ) : -1 1- i r t i r  that  he had ever made

across the At latr t rc. .  The Sal : r is  f ' r  &d iJ i le l"ry t r rne coming over,  wi th

meetrngs, cot lcerts and sorrre l  rmds i t  I  i t t le i  danctng. A band be jonged

to one company of  $ai t r ts so i tJe had mus' i  c.

There wer 'e sorrowf u ' l  t  imes loo.  One f-"

ol d I  ady and one babY t i  t  ed on t  he

voyage and r1" was a pi t r fu l  s ight  to

see then lowered into the ooearr .

At I  ast  we I  anded at  Cast I  e

Gardens i  n l . lew t 'o i 'k  C ' t  Y .  V/ei  : . ,  { -  e i  l  d

there a day or two and t i ' * l - l  t ravelecj

on to a I ' i t t le place ca' l l * : t i  Vt 'vomitrg

My Mot her : rJ4n-9 -[t lun! i n-g-t.qn)---EsSt.hACI'
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which fvas seven mi les f  rom the ci ty of  Nebraskan then a town of

seven houses.

y1e were put on shore on the bank of  the r iver wi th no shel ter

to get into and no place for our goods but the out of  doorS. There

was a cave of  a p ' lace where $/e al  I  went into when i t  ra ined and I

be' l  ieve there were thunder.  storms the greatest  part  of  the t ime

that we stayed there.  We stayed there n" ine weeks whi ' le the brethren

went to Omaha for wagons and catt le.  Father had paid the way for

a Brother and his wi fe to cross the ocean and for;  s ing' le man so

that they would dr ive our teams across the pla ' ins.  lVe had tv{o

wagons, four yoke of  oxen, and two cows when v{e started. The cows

v{ere mi lked in the morning and the mi lk put in a l i t t le keg and

fastened onto the s i  de of  the wagon. The jo l t  ing of  the wagon

churned a ' l  i t t ' le pat of  but ter which prov' ided us wi th a l ' i t t le

butter each night.
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We trhveled wi. th the church f  re ight t ra in as there wer€n' t  enough

. indepenclent$ to make a t ra ' in by themse' lves.  lvg d ' idn' t  have any bad

luck af ter  we.got Started on the plains but we had lots of  mishaps

at the start  such as broken wagon tongues and run-aways because of

the wi ld t€ams and poor dr ivers and when I  th ink about i t  now I

don' t  know how v{e got along as wel  l  as we did.  I 'm sure that the

Lord must have he] ped us out some .  The re was a I  arge company of

Scandinavians that year.  Enough for a t ra in of  their  own and i t  was

good for them as they could understand one another better than i f  '1-- .

they had been mixed with the Engl ish spea[ ing people.  We got along

fair ly we]1.  Of course there were many funny things that happened.

I  remember one ' in.  part  i  cu1ar.  we had to come down to the Pl  at te

River through a gulch that was just  wide enough for the wagons to

get through.
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Just wide enough for the wagons to get through and then the oxen

had to jump into the r iver and sw' im across to the other s ide.  Ono

wagon upset and a lady was in the wagon as i t  lay on i ts s idE' ,  The

wat er wasn' t  very deep but a box of  t  ea spi  ' l  1 ed and f  ' loat  ed down

stream. The men Soon had the wagon ' l  i  f  ted up again and we went on

our way rejoic ing.  I  don' t  know how many t ' i rnes we forded the Plat te

but qui te a few. We didn' t  $ee an Indian on the tr ip but when v{e

;ef iF f  or  t  he n t  ght  v{E got

ward not to stop but to keep on travel ing al l  n ight  as the Danish

train had been raidgd by Indjans the nlght beford and the wifa of

one of  the brethren was stolen and he never saw her again.  The fort

was up a ravine qui te a distance from the road
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the wagon trains had to t rave' l  (about 3 mi ' les).

I  have seen accounts of  the raid but they weren' t  anything f  ike

I  heard i t  to ld by those that were there.  When v{e were about 3 days

dr ive f rom Great Sal t  Lake one of  my Brother- in-Laws, James

Ratcl i f fe,  met us wi th ox team and wagon and brought two n' ice fat

f resh beef .  Father asked the captain ' i f  we could dr ive ahead of  the

train so as to make better t ime. He told us vve could go as there

wasn' t  much chance of  seei  ng or be' ing mol est  ed by anyon€. We were

too close to the c ' i ty  when we got to whero th6 road turned of f  to

cl imb the big mountain.  They had to use al l  of  the teams to get one

wagon to the top and leave the other at  the bottom of the mountain

unt i l  they could come back fol i t .  I t  was 12:00 P.M. that  n ight

before we could go to bed.
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and i t  was November 6th,

pol  1 y puddi  ng to cel  ebrat  e

City and there was a band

to me.

my 1 3t  h bi  r t  hday. Mot her made a rol  l  y

i t .  The next day we arr ived in Sal t  Lake

playing and the music sounded heavenly

Mother and Father stayed in the c ' i ty  wa; i t ing for  the' i  r  f  re ight

to be unloaded. They had purchased qui te a lot  of  merchandise in

the states when tve lef t  because i t  was cheap as a resul t  of  the

civ ' i  I  war.  Mother and Father kept a store af  ter  they arr ived in

Grantsv' i  ' l  le.  Thei  r  pr ice l  is t  came f  rom Salt  Lake 
"u"r ,  

two weeks

and having bought cheap they could af ford to sel l  at  Sal t  Lake

pr ices which they did.  Af  ter  a whi  ' le they sold out s ince i t  was too

much for my Mother.  She has never been wel l  s ince I  can remember

and we were afraid she wou' ld be s ' ick on the ship but she was the

only one among us that d ' idn' t  have a s ick day.
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There wasn' t  any coal  in Grantsvi l le so the school  meet ings and

dances had to be kept warm with wood. There was plenty of  Cedar

wood handy and sometimes 30 loads would be brought down from the

h' i  ' l  1s in one day. The Bishop asked the men folk to haul  i t  f rom the

hi ' l  1s.  We had no l  iShts ei ther but Mother made candles and they

were used for whatever f  ight  was needed af ter  dark,  both in the

homes and meet i  ng p 1 aces .  We had good t  ' i  mes anyway .

In 1869 my husband, James Kear1, was

cal led by President Young to go to the

Bear Lake Count ry and he I  p set  t  ' l  e ' i  t  .  On

July 12, 1869 I  was marr ied to h ' i r ' {  in the

Endowment House. On August 29, 1 869 we

arr ived in Round Val ley and commenced to

malce our home there.  Some of my boys are

l iv ing there yet .  Tlre f  i rst  winter wasn' t

very bad. My husband carne f  rom Grant s-

v i  I  le through the hi  I  ls  about the middle

of January. MJ Husband James Kear l
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fVe have seen some pret ty hard t imes, both the weather and the

crops. We ate such food as f rozen smutty wheat ground in a burr

mi 1 1 .  We had bl  ack st ' icky bread and not a great deal  of  that  at

t ' imes and no frui t  was grown in the val fey.  Some of the men folks

at Par i  s had started a brass band wi th Bro,  Josi  ah Eard' ly as the

leader,

Apost I  e Char ' l  es C. Ri  ch was pres-

ident of  the Bear Lake Stake which

include the land from Soda $pr ings

to Evanston. I  hardl  y th i  nk that

St ar Val  ' l  ey vras set  t  ' l  ed t  hen but i  f

i  t  $ras i  t  be' long to t  he Bear Lake

Stake too. A s ister to ld me that

when they vis i ted the di  f ferent

associat ions they had to have a team

t o t  ake bedd' i  ng and f  ood and t  hat

they camped out,  a night or two but

t  hey had good t  i  mes vi  s i  t  i  ng among t he members.
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Either the f i rst  or  the second winter President Rich had the band

come to Meadowvi l le,  Round Val ley and Laketown to play for  us and

cheer us up a bi t  and we sure' l  y apprec' iated ' i t .  Once when Pres' ident

Budge was in of f ice he came to taketown on a preachtng tour and

brought a few good singers wi t i r  hrm as a t r"eat.  Once Viola Prat t

Gi  l ' let te cam up to v is i t  some of  her relat  ives and she sang for us.

One of  the sor lgg she sang was a h ' r 'mrr ,  a favorr te of  President

McKinley that  she hacJ sung for f t i t t ,  "Just  As I  Am W'i thout One

P1ea".  She sang i t  very wel I .

We had p' l  ays and dance s and soc i  a l

part ' ies.  I f  they weren' t  very sty l ish

everyone seemed to enjoy themselves. I  know

t hat t  he c I  i  mat e has changed a good dea' l

f  or  t  he be' t  t  er  ever s i  nce Pres i  dent John

Taylor came and vis i ted us ancl  b lessed the

I and for our benef i  t  .

lvlg_ in mv middle vears.
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NOw we raise berr ies,  apples,  pears,  p lums and have lOts of  good

gardens.

I  l ived at  Otter Creek for B years.  I t  is  10 mi les f rom Laketown

and 5 mi ' les f rom Randolph. My nearest  neighbor l iv ing a mi le away

and somet ' imes I  d idn' t  have one nearer than 3 mi les away. Two of

my chi  ldren die<j  there,  a gi  r1 and a boy and v{ere brought to

Laketown for bur ia l  .  I  c lon' t  l ' i  ke to th in l . .  of  those days. They v{ere

much too sad.

I  have worked in everY assoc-

i  at  i  on where v{omen work.  MY I  ast

cal  l  ing was ' in the Pr imarY.

Si  st  er  Harr  i  et  Robi  nson was

presi  dent ,  wi  th Si  ster El  i  za

Johnson ad 1st  counselor and I

was second. I  bought a l i t t le

cantata for  the chr ldren and at

I $fi1

xr im-Christmas t ime we had the I

ary chirdren pray i t .  s ince then 

socj 'a lg*

every year they have someth' ing of  that  k ind.
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I  was chosen a teacher in the

1st re ' l  ig ion c lass organized

here at  that  t ime. For th is

cal l ing one had to have a cer-

t i f icate srgned by the Presiden' t

of  t  he chu rch .  Mi ne $/as s i  gned

by President Woodruff  and af ter

t  hat  by St ake Presi  dent Keet ch .

I  am the mother of  10 chi  ld-
ldL home in t-a"E€!a!!n--

42 g randch i  I  dren al  i  ve at  t  h ' i  s

al l  having been bapt ized ' into the

ren, 6 boys and 4 gir1s.  I  have

wri t ing and 1O great granchi ldren

chu rch when o' l  d enough .
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I  have 23 grandsons and 18 grand daughters.  I  am in my 80th Year

at  th ' is  wr i t ' ing.

I  remember one Christmas I  made the

chi ldren some molasses candy and they

took some to the neighbors chi  ldrdn, the

Wards, who ' l  ived a mi le away and their

chi ' ldren gave my two gir ls a l i t t le t ' in

cake cutter.  In those days a very l i t t le

p' l  eased ch i  I  d ren .

Mot he r

Me when I  was an old ladv.
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