Peraonal Hiatory ot Merlin Kkearl.

MOTHER - As I Remember Her. By Grace Lamborn
The first recollections 1 have ot Miother as Mother was ot
the cold winter evenings as we sat around the stove in the kitchen
listening te her stories of her childhood days 1n England, her
trip acrosa the plaina, and her growing up days 1in Grantaville.
These were like tairy storles to us and we never tired of hearing
thaEm,. I remamnber shse often held Chaae on her lap. He waa older
than I but he was subject to bad attacks ot croup and needed a
little extra care.

It was at these times and 1n subsequent years that 1 lsarned
of Mothers early life.

Grandfather Eastham, a railroad engineer, was transfierred
from Lancashire (where most of the kastham ancestors were born,
lived, and died!) to Derbyshire and then to Yorkshire. Here Mother
was porn 1n a little village called Masborough, or Masbro, across
the river Don fraom Rotherham where grandfather worked.

A daughter of John and Jane Huntington Eastham, and here ahe
spent the first b years of her lite. The big event of each day,
weather permitting, was the trip across the bridge over the Don
carrying the noon lunch to her father. She toid of the little
tobacco shop built on the bridge, which had once been a church and
which recently has been restored as a church, a picture ot which
is in this family book.

Mother went to school and to dancing school 1n Masbro and all
the children were sent to church. Grandmother had been converted
and baptized into the Mormon Church 1n 1839, but she telt that the
children should g&¢ to any chureh rather than none.

When Merl.n was s1x yvears old her tather recieved an cffer to
run the first engine on the newly built railroad in the West
Indies, however he would have to s=1gn to stay 4 yeara. Salary
would be higher and he promised Grsndmother 1f ahe would consent
to let him go , when he returned he woulad bring her and the tamily
to Zion. This had been Grandmother dream since the day she was
baptized i1nte the church.
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So it was decided that John should go, after moving the
family to lLeeds, Yorkshire, where there was a branch of the church
and where they lived for the time John was away.

Jane opened her home to the misslonaries and among those who
stayed at her home was Joseph F. Smith. ile was there the entire
time of his mission and to the day ot Grandmothers death she was
"Mother Eastham™ to him.

When John returned from the Indies, he Kept his word and
began preparations for the journey to Zion. The family sailed on
April 29, 1865 on the sailing vessel, "Belle Wood", arriving ,
after an uneventful voyage, one month to the day from the date of
embarkation.

They disembarked at Castle Lardens, New Yaork. Afttar a few
days of rest they travelled by rail and boat to a little place
called Wyoming on the banks of the Misscuri River. It was a
gathering place for the peopia to prepare for their westward
journey. The two oldest girle of the kEasthams had emigrated with
their husbands a year previcously and settled 1in Grantsville, Utah.
They had written their parents that there was need of a Gen’l Mdse
store in Grantsville, so John bought goods and fitted up three
wagons for the journey across the plains, the third and strange
part of their journey. Everything was so different from anything
they had ever known, although Mother said to the children that it
was a qgreat adventure. They were blesgsed with health, expecially
grandmother, who had always been frail, and who hadn’t one sick
moment on the whole trip.

They never saw an i1ndian the wi le time they were on the
plains. However, when they were making camp some distance from
Fort Laramie, soldiers came out tm 1nvite them to camp within the
Fort walls as a DUanish Camp had been attacked by the indians the
previcus night.

On Nov. 8, 1860 they arrived i1n Salt Lake City. The girls,
Emma and Louise, with their husband were 111 from Grantsville to
meet them and take them back to Grantsville where John and Jane

would live for the remainder of their lives.
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They built a small sBtore which they kept until Grandmocther
died. They also built a nice little home 1n 1866 and 1 have had
the privilege of going 1n :1t several times although it has been
sold cut of the ftamily. It is much as i1t was when John and Jane
left it - & monument to their i1ndustry and foresight.

The life for Mother Merlin and her sisters was simple but
interesting. They attended school. The meeting house and dance
hall were lighted by candles and sach autumn a dance was given.
Everyone attended and paid their way with candles. Mother said
they would dance a}ll night with i1ntermissicn for supper.

There were some natural hot springs not tou far away where
the children used to go swimming. The springs are still there Lut
the children of that time have all gone on.

When Mother was 17 she met my Father, Jamee Kearl, who, a
convert to the church. had come to Utah from Hampshire, England.
He came with an older brother, Alfrea, i1n 1854.

Merlin and James were married in the endowment house in Salt
Lake City on 12 July 1869, They were called by Pres. Brigham
Young to help aettle the Southern end of the B2ar Lalke Vallay.,

They arrived in August 1869 and settled in RKound Valley,
where land was for the taking, and since there waa much meadow
grass ready to cut and store for the winter feed for the
lifestock, Father immediately went to work on these first
important things. Fur si1x weeks they lived out of doors and
Mother cooked over a campfire. Then Father buillt a cne room log
cab:in where they spent their first winter.

They had taken with them a gooa supply of staple qraceries,
with fish i1n abundance and a cow giving milk, they laived very
well., There were a few settlers 1n Laketown, about three miles
diatant, where they attended meeting on Sunday, when the weather
and roads permitted.

I often wonder how it must have seemed to a young qirl, not
yet out of her teens, to have a baby without beneiit of Doctor,

arong comparative strangers, so tar 1rom her loved ones. But thais
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think how arandmobher must have worried not knowina how thinags
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for Centur:es probably, A amatheryina plage for variocus 1ndian

tribes. They came in Lhe summer and made camp all around the
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problem. a wide creexk ran from the bia spring on the west side of
the valleyv. and wound its way saveral miles throuah the meadows
and finally inta Bear Lake. The problem was, no bradae, S5 the
folks from Round Valley would go to the south side of the creek
and the folks from Meadowville met them with team and wadon Lo
transport them the mile or su to Meadowville. They removed their
shoes and stockina and waded the <resk,. thes men carrvihg the
children.

Mother said they had wonderful times and 1 am sure thev did,
and there would have been a feeling of brotherhood among them
which encouraged them and helped them over the rough times.

I mentioned the Kimballs. J. Golden Kimball laived 1n
Meadowviile at that time and was a friend of Mother and Father.
He wrote some books and told about James and Merliin Kearl. In
tact he wrmta at some len%th 1 one ot his books about Mother
Merl:n whowm he considered a "gueesn amnona women' .

The vears have a way of rushing by and now 1t was Antumn of
the fifth vear since Merlin had lert nher parents and sistera and
home 1n OLrantsville to help carve ocut a new life 1n new
surroundings. Living conditionsg were 1moroving and also a matil
route had been established between Lkvanston., Wyvomina, north to
3oda Springs, ldaho., so she heard trom her people guite requlariy
and thev must have beaen happy to hear trom her and know all was
well.

On September L7th 1874, John Henry. namaed tor tather John
Eastham. was born. They welcomed a sun. Mother was kept busv .
cooking., washing., and sewina. done by hand. She knit all the
sacks, satocking and maittens, This she did tar all of us, untii
the vounaest was guite grown. She could Knait withrout benefit of
light and the <«lickinag ot her steel needles kept time to the tlow
ot her stories or songs. some of which I'm surce she i1nvented as
she went along.

Very derinite changes were talking piace 111 the valley. More

settlers were coming i1n. most of them settling i1n Laketown. More
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fences were being built. Fewar Indians werese rvoeturnina to thelr
summer camp bv the lake.
The pecple worked early and late, plowind. olanting.

harvesting and in winter they worked in the timber getting out

loas for building. This brought up the problem of a saw mill
which could be convienent to all the settlers. tather built such
a mill., I don“t know exactly what vear. 1t is still i1n use 1n

this 1969 vear.

I never heard Mother coumplain of those early davs and 1 am
sure there were times of discouragement. She spoke., rather. as
though thev were garand adventures. She was well and voung. the
children were healthy and a scurce of great 1oy te her, and as
each day brought 1t ovlans and work. so each day brought 1ts
pleasure., Mother lived by the proverb that "Women made the best
of what was theirs, Small“and plain as their lot may be., a mer:vy
teart could make 1t a never ending teast,.”

Father was gradually acquiring land and stock and becominag
fairly prosperous. The seasons were short and early frosts shill
damaaed grain and gardens. No fruirt was being raised here as vet,
then President John Tavlor came throuagh the Bear Lake Valley and
he blessed the land that the earth should produce and the climate
bhecome more miid. From that day on the crops were better. the
gardens rarely touched by frost. Fruit trees and berrias were
planted and successfully raised.

The first meeting house 1n Lakefown was a log room with a
dirt roof and dirt rioor. Brother Uldtield was Presiding Elder
and then 1n 1887 [Laketown became a ward and Ira Nebeker was set
apart as Bishun. which oitfice he held for manv vears. Joon atter
he khecame bishoo a new meeting houBe was buillt with a boavd 1loor
and a shingled raoof,. The Bear Lake Stake had been organized with
head gquarters at Paris. Idaho. at the northern corner of the
valley with Charles C. Rich as president.

Comparatively speaking there were gquite a number of pecple at
the north end of the Bear Lake Vallev. A brass band was oraanized

with Josiah Eardleyv as Band Master and Pres. Kich so~nt them to the
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various settlements to play tor the ceonle. Aliso a arcup ot

singers visited the settlements and how the folks looked forward
to these occasions which they eniaoved very much.

Viola Pratt Gaillette. a noted singer of that time, came to
visit with friends in Meadowville and she sang for the peuple in
Laketown. Une of the songs she sang was President McKinlevs
favaorite and one she had suna for him., "Just as I am, without one

plea."

Mother enjoved these times so much. A lover of music. she
had a besautirul alto voice and in later vears was to become guite
an asset to the Laketown Ward Choir. “he sang with Maggie
Satterwaite Gordon in all of the socials and entertainments of
that day.

Father had acguired land on Utter Creek. a stream flowing
trom the hills a few miles north of kKandoslonh and about 18 miles
from Round Vallev. and same time atrter Leidae was born., I am not
sure of the vear. he built a housze and maved the ftamilv to “Otter
Creehk'. The nearest neighor was about two miles away and
kandoliph, now the county seat. 4 miles. Here thev picked up and
rosted mail and could buy necessitien since Randoloh boasted a
staore of sorts,

Utter Creelk area was and is a peacetul sort of place.
Winters were lona but the first dreen grass was a welcome siagbt 1n
the spraing. The children could run in saftev and the luw hills
were covered with Butter Cups. Bluebeslls, and Indian Paintbrush.
Here in Utter Creek Mothers third son was born and here terrible
tragedy came to the family.

Mothers house was small but a5 1 have koown in later vaars
she never had a house so small she couidn’t take in a weary
traveier and since their house was on the Highwav people often
stopped for a meal or rest and to feed their horses. or perhangs
just to visit. Une niant guite late a man came to the door and
sald his wite was sick. could fhev stay for the nidbt. Mothsr
took them in and did what she could to make the paor suffering

womnan comiortable. The unext dav they were able to gc on and to
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Mother 1t was just another of the everv dav events, She never

thauaht o©of any contageocus diseasc,. but short i - ne by one they
became 111]. No doctor, no telephone. Father brought heln and
they did all thev knew to do. On Mav &. 1832, little Kohert
passed awav and onn May 14 Jeannette. Thev .aeaiged bv that time
that the whole territory was reeking with the dread disease
diptheria. Father made little caskets and took the children to
the Laketown Cemetary tor burial. Because of the nature of the

disease there could be no tuneral and because the rest of the

children were 111 Mother couidn’'t even gao to the buraial.

The family lived on Otter Creek for elaht vears. They were
1in Randoloph one or tws winters so the children could attend
school.

Duringa all these vesars Mother never saw hel tolks, She
couldn’t make such & long tr:p with her little one and arandmother
poor health kep her fram travelindg. ey could hear from each
other gquite requlariy and now onkaed torward to meeting again.,

Willis was 4 months old when dintheria took the lLives ot
Jeanette and Robert. He was the onlv one of thne family to escape
i1t. I miaht mention here that many children succumbed to this
dread disease durina the vear ot 1&47 and from onse end of the
territory to the cother. but because ot lack ot treguent
communication. no oné was warned 1n taime to avoild or escape 1t.

Buring the summer of 1822 tather moved the tamily to Laketown
where Mother lived the rest of her lite. She was now able Lo
attend church reguiarly and what was mare 1mportant the chiidren
have the children in church and school.

Mother besaan her lona and active churoh service. Lhe was an
sificer 1n every womans organization, teacher 1n Keligiogn Class
and Sunday Schooil. The firwst Relidiron Class which was started a:
the time, Wiltord Woodrutft was npresident ot the church. A
teachers Uertificate had to be 1ssued to each teacher. Jhe was
vervy proud ot hers. She wasz counciior 1n the Fuiimary to Sister

Harr:et Robinscon. an off:ce she held tor a number of vears,

Fersonal Historvy of Merlin Keari hv urace camborn. Paage 9.




	Merlin Eastham History III pg 1
	Merlin Eastham History III pg 2
	Merlin Eastham History III pg 3
	Merlin Eastham History III pg 4
	Merlin Eastham History III pg 5
	Merlin Eastham History III pg 6
	Merlin Eastham History III pg 7
	Merlin Eastham History III pg 8
	Merlin Eastham History III pg 9

