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Deer s i,

- Thought I world write you today and gell you a little
%2 outhpacific area.  Someons hae sai thi
war . t is 21l around s A

r and it is all ar he globe it seemsi The Southpe
includes New Zealand, New Caledonia, Ney Hebrides, Solom
Semoa,. . 'i1ji Islands and “in fact lots of other islaf

.. thousands of them in the Pacific Ogean.

Most of them are inhabited by

; ‘Polynesiens, natives, These ‘are not the
seme as negroes, but are more like the Hawalans we are familier with, They -
are docile people and ssvally respond pretty well to the teachings of white ©
men, SFE o : 3 e

New Caledonia is a good sized island about 250 miles long end 30 miles wide,

It has belonged to the French for many years and wes originally used as a

penal colony, The priso Jers" sent _out were two classes, political and reguler ;
crjminal, There were over 10,000 prisoners here at one time, There is :

a large cathdlic cathedral 2nd a large protestant temple, both of which were
~ -built 50 yearsrago by convict labor, 'also a good many miles of macadam road
surfaced with bituminous surfacing maberial.. ; :
No new prisonerg have been sent out %:xe;j;?q;;ﬂ the past 20 y ears but there
are still a haniful of these fofmer prisoners who live here, the real for-
gotten men. . They either had~ho folks 'to. return to in France, or else their -
!  folks did not: went. them to- return;  The Cathaddic church meintains a home
for them and any other old Falks, Known-as the Hospital for the aged, here
they are spending the ‘twilight “yearsof 'the}.r lives, i
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‘ There are two leper colonies here pn the island, one for whites and one for
colored with over 300 in the coloniesy" Leprosy is a disease of dirt and filh
hov{é\'reif,unfdr‘tmtely in the past feopbe ‘with it were not segregaged and
so 1t has spread quite a bit, Nowthe'policy is segregation and trestment
and cure may be possible in the reel eisr?;yﬁstages of infection,

There are four classes of people in New Cgledonia. French stock who also
. " include an admixture of English and German, Some of these are descend=d from
some of the former prisoners, Indo-Chinese who were brought in as laborers

i % : for the mines and nickel plant. The women wear peaked straw hats end black pan—
Loy taloons o Jevanese are small and wear colorful sarongs, The natives are larg
and muséular and happy-go-lucky in disposition. Under peacetime conditions hhere

is a lot to see here b'ﬂ.t '\Ul(de r'wartime © %t
A iyl - ’ er’ e condi
‘ ; p 4 ions we are too busy to tran]
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