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Mary's ancostors u,erP from Holland' France, England, walss and Scptland. Many of

thom came to th6 Unitsd states bgfor€ the Revolutionary war.

Maf v's Gr:reat Q!^eat Great Grandfather Thomaq-.Turrlgrr's
. lqs cgbin in Colglnbia. Missoufi.

The McMinns, Turners,  and related
fami l ies came to the or ig inal  13 At lant ic

Coast Colon ies and followed Dan iel Boone
(they were probably good fr iends of  h is)

through the Cumberland Gap across Tenn,

Kentucky,  Missour i ,  Texas and Oklahoma.

They were at  the front of  the pioneer

movement to the west.

My great grandfather,  Robert  McMinn,
was l iv ing in Missour i  when he jo ined the

army to serve in the Mexican War '  Whi le

he was on his way to Mexico, he died in

New Mexico of the measles, and v{as bur*

ied in the Glor iet ta Mountains. He lef t  h is

wife,  my great grandmother,  now a widow

with several  smal l  chi ldren including my
grandfather,  Robert  Edward who was 2

years old.  When he died, El izabeth'

received a pension for many years.  We

have copies of all of his army records.

Mv Grandfather. Robert Edward McMirul
when hs was a. voung man.
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I Janes HCt{i l i l l--
8: lbt  1??8/1780
P: ,Bunconbe, l {C
t{ :  Abt 1802

1? Jane IIIIIEIDAII

{ [obert l{Cl,{l l l l i---- -------P: ,Bunconbe,!lorth Calolina

Br Abt 180{ D: 6 teb 1865

P: ,Buncoube, l i .C. P: , [ tcknan tDisn) , I l l  18 l f  icholas i l0oDri t -

H; ? i lov 18?6
9 Elreabeth l fOODFIt--- ; - - - -P: ShelbYvt l le,B,Tennesse

D: 15 Aug 18{?
P: Santa te Trat l , l ler  l {extco

B: lbt  1786
P: ,Bunconbe, l { ,C.
D: ? Jul  t8?3

P: ,0 ickson, l l {

19HarI [annah A$[8800[

2 [obert Edrard HCt{i l l l l----
B: 21 l lov 18{6
P: ,St .  Clair ,Htssour i
l { :  12 0ct 1880
P: Colunbia, , l {0
D: 2? Ieb 1925
P: Los Angeles,L,Cal i fornta

5 Blrzabeth Pernetta
B: 19 $eP 181i

10 Archibald Archer C[AfFIX---
8:  Abt 1786

20 Jesse C[[ff l i l---

21 Phoebe llt'I0llBll--P: ,of  Char lot te 'Virgtnra
l{ :  19 Dec 1810

cI{ l IFI l l - - - - - - - -P : ,char lot te, t l i rg in i 'a

P: Bichroond, I ,Vtrgtnta
D: 12 Apt 1900
P: $tochton,Cedar, I Issourt  11

22 lti l l ian l[Ms-----

l rances FIABS-----
B: ?3 l{ t t '  trEA[$---

P;,of  Char iot te, t I i rg in ia
[ :
p, 2{ lhonas IUl l lES'---

12 ianes IUnlUl----
B: Abt 1810

25 Elizabeth llBflLlllD

ul

P:

$arah tuth HCt{l l l l l---------
B: 1? Sep 1895
P r  Harf  a,Presidio,TeN,as
It :  28 0ct 19 21
P :  Buf f  a lo, l larPet,0[ ]ahoma
D: 2{ Dec 1980
P: $al t  Iake CitY,S,Utah

lrancis Edrard tfAL[E[----
Spouse

6 George l {ashinqton
B: i2 APr 1838

P : , ! {adison,f ientucl ty
l{:  ? l{aY 1833

TIJAi l [B-------- - -P:,Boone,Htgsourt

l{aroe and address of subnttter:

B: 10 l {ay 1839
P :  Hart  tnsburg,A, Hissour t
D: 20 Dec 1928
P: 0kiahona CitY,,Oklahona

P: Colunbia Tl{P, B,Htssout t
l{ : 19 Oct 18 58
P: l {at t insburg,A, l { tssourr 13
D: 2? l lov 1893
P: f larg,Boone,Htssour i

t{argaret llll0fit ItIAil[[----
B: 7 l {ar 1861
P :  Colunbia I l {P,B,Hissourt
D: ? l {at  1917
P :  f i tchi ta,$edgrick, f iansas

? El iaabeth i ,  l {ABTIt{----- - - - - - - - - - -P:, ,Kentucky

D: 19 Apr 1850
P: Colunbia I l {P,B,Hirs0ur i26 John C0lltBttY--

Sarah Ann C0tl l lELtI--- ' ----
B: lbt  181?
P: , l {adison,f ientuckl

Dr 17 iuI  1855

2? Elizabeth lUIi lEA-

P: Colurnbra ltfP,B,l{ issouri 28 lussell l , tAllI l l----

1{ l l i l l ran B, l {AlTI l l - -
B: 5 Jan 18{}?
P: , , f ientuc|rY
H: 25 Sep 1826

29 ilargaret I|AIJGHII--

0:  22 teb 186i
P : l tartinsburg,A,lt issouri30 lt inf ield l{[ lG[I------- '--

15 Hargaret P. tBIGl l l - - -------
B; '  31 Judith l l l l$tgl---
P: , ,Kentucl tY
D: 16 0ct  18{5
P:

Ihe-U"@
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My Grandfather,  Robert  Edward
McMinn, moved from Missouri  to Browns-

v i l le, Texas w here he operated a store

with his brother John. Sometime after he

was married he moved to Marfa, Texas

where he owned a cat t le ranch which he

sold to a nephew, Char les C. Br i te.  l t

became one of the largest cattle ranches

i  n Texas.

"Wrig[t" MY

Ualhel-g -tues--e Lhild'*
and h{y-sranOtethpr-ffabet:t Edwnrd

McMinn.

My mother,  $arah Ruth'  was the

youngest of  the eight chi ldren born to

Robert  and Margaret.  She was born in

1896 in Marfa.  Ok lahoma became a ter-

r i tory in 1890 and f inal ly a state in 1907.

After sel l ing his ranch in Marfa he moved

to Buffalo (near the panhandle) '  Oklahoma

in about 1 9O1 when mY mother,  Sarah

Ruth, was f ive.  He grew wheat on several

hundred acres of  farm land there.  Aunt

Ethel ,  one of  my mother 's older s isters '

$ays that when they moved to Buffalo you

cou ld n ' t  see a tree an Yw here.

Times were di f f icul t  then. Mothers

oldest s ister,  L innie had marr ied Lloyd

Hoy and they l ived on a smal l  farm near

Buffalo.  She had seven chi ldren but none

of the modern conveniences we are fami l-

iar  wi th. ,  They f inal ly gave up farming
an d i n the 1 930's moved to Cal iforn ia as

did many others from Oklahoma.

It seemed I i ke there was no end to

troubles in those days. Her oldest broth-

er, Georg€, left home when he was young

and never came back. When people disap-

peared the saying was that, "He had gone

west. " George showed u p in California

man y years later after he had retired

from the railroad. Another brother'

Barney, lost  a leg and in his depression

committed suicide. Brother Reo served in

WW l, and was one of the 22'000 desper-

ate, jobf ess veterans w ho marched on

Wash in gton in 1 932 ask in g for an early
payment of the bonus that Congress had
promised for 1945. He had a hard t ime

dur ing the Depression'and f inal ly come to

Salt Lake City and worked for my father.

My Aunt Ethel  marr ied Eldon Dick who

was a lawyer and had come through

Buffalo. Her one son, Newton' was a pilot

and ear ly in WW l l  d ied in an Airplana
crash. Her huaband divorced her so she

came to Utah to l ive w ith us. She also

worked for my father in the insurance

off  ice.  My Uncle Charles accidental ly shot

and ki l led himsel f  in a hunt ing accident

in 1933 and his 3 older orphaned chi ldren

l ived with us for several  Years.

Mother said that when she was Young
chi ldren were not given al lowances to

spend but her father was always gener-

ous with his money. When they went to

town he saw that they had candy, (hore-

hounds or st ick candy).  They went to

the nearby town of Kitty and bought most

of thei r g roceries at the general store

there. This was a great occasion. Grand-

father McMinn drove 45 miles to Woodward

or Ashland in his buggy to buy the larg-

er quantit ies of staples such as flour that

were pu rchased oncs or tw ice a yoar'
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They had a large storeroom on the farm'
They cured their  own hams, canned frui t

and stored vegetables for the winter in a

root cel lar.

Their  home on the ranch had no

electr ic i ty or indoor plumbing. l t  d id
have a good source of water and travel-

ers almost always stopped to water their
stock and get rested and refreshed.
Mother said that the traveler was always
welcomed an d of ten she an d her b rothers
and sisters would f ind that dur ing the
night her parents had moved them to a
pal let  on the f loor to provide a bed for
the stranger,

When mother was a young gir l  one of
her jobs was to catch chickens, no easy
job. She then had to k i l l  and clean them
for her mother to f ry.  Her Mother was a
very good cook. Mother,  Aunt Linnie,
and Aunt Ethel  used to help Grandmother
feed the harvest hands. They always had
a large garden. They had no ref  r igerat-
or but the cel lar was cool  and they kept
mi lk and frui t  there.

Mother d i  d n ' t  do much of the hard
farm work but she gathered eggs, fed the
chickens and did the sort  of  th ings that
l i t t le gir ls did on a farm. They had
horses on the farm and traveled every-
where in a wagon or on horseback.
Fr iends would stop or gather at  their

house to v is i t ,  p lay and eat snacks. The
popular games chi ldren played'  in those

days were "Cameron " ,  run-sheep-run,
mumble peg. They also played in the hay

in the barn.

Cyclones were common in that part of

Oklahoma and they had a cel lar  on the

farm to protect them from these storms.

Often they would get up in the middle of

the night and spend the rest  of  the night

in the cel lar.  Grandfather usual ly refused
to leave his bed and go into the cel lar.

Mothers family were members of

the Chr ist ian'  Church (The Disciples of
Ch r ist) .  My father had been a Presby-

ter ian but he jo ined the Chr ist ian
Church after he and mY mother were

married. Mother, after she was a grown

woman, always taught in Sunday School '

They usual ly didn' t  have a chapel  when
mother was archl ld and mot in a rented
hal l  of  some kind.

Mothqr*w hen-shq wqs e voun E-lAd V,

Most of mother's early l i fe was spent
on the farm. Whi le she was on the farm

she walked f ive mi les to school in Buffalo

and took the usual courses in school'
engl ish,  h istory,  spel l ing and in high

schooln algebra and lat in.  Aunt Fannie '
who was her Mother's Sister was one of

the teachers dur ing those years.  Mc

Guffy readers were used in her school.

She went to school through the eighth
grade in Buffalo and then l ived with her

Au nt Mau de, another of her Mother's

Sisters,  in Oklahoma City (about 300 mi les

away) where she f in ished high school '
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Her Father also owned a ban k in Buf-
fa lo but they l ived on the farm unt i l  her
Mother died in 1917 and then they moved
into a house in Buffalo which had elect-

r ic i ty,  and indoor plumbing. She had gone

to Alva and l ived with her Aunt Fannie
w h i le she atten ded an d g rad uated f rom
the State Teachers Col lege there. Mother
taught school in a one room schoolhouse
for seven months.  She didn' t  l ike teach-
ing very much and so she started work*
ing in her fathers bank. Her brothers
Charles and Reo were also working there.

Dur ing WW I food was rat ioned. There
weren' t  man y shortages or p r ivat ions
dur ing the war but Mother remembers
using parched corn as a subst i tute for
coffee.

Tlre f i rst  president Mother voted for
was Calvin Cool idge. H€, Harding, and
Hoover were not very popular presidents
in Oklahoma. l t  wasn' t  unt i l  Frankl in D.
Roosevelt  was elected that there was a
president whom people respected and had
conf idence in.  There wasn' t  much world
or nat ional  news avai lable in those days.
(No Global  Televis ion).  Most of  the news
they heard was local  news.

Gi r ls i  n those days marr ied at  an
ear ly age. Aunt Ethel  was marr ied at  1 6.
Mother was 25, almost an old maid w hen
my Father and she were marr ied.  My
Dad's Father,  Lewis Edward Walker,  bui l t
ra i l roads an d was in Buffalo for a t ime,
It iother wor ked for h im some. M y Dad
used to come to Buffalo in the summers

and help his Father and when he f in ished
at the Universi ty of  Texas he came to
Buffalo to work in the "other"  ban k in
tow n.

M y Father an d Mother,  w h i le dat in g,

wcluld go 10 or 12 mi les in his car at
night to a dance. Since my parents went
several rri les away on dates, cometimes
their  f  r iends weren' t  aware that they
were consider ing marr iage. My parents

$u rpr ised everyone w hen they got mar-
r ied in October of  1921. When their
f r ien ds fclu n d out about the marriage
they dressed them up in funny clothes.
They made a vei l  for  my Mother out of  old

curtains 'and made her wear funny shoes.
They dressed my Father in a checkered
sui t .  They were paraded through town in

an old buggy and t ied to a post for sev-

eral  hours that  n ight.  This was what they

cal led a chivaree. They didn' t  have a

fancy wed d in g but f  r iends gave them a

shower and they received manY nice
g i f ts.

MI FEthgf.. When he Wqs cgurting
my Mother.
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M e,-uh en-L wes--Q -monUt_s**s l-il

I  was born in December of  1922.
Mother had an infect ion of  some sort

when I  was born and almost died and she

never had any other chi ldren. My Great

Aunt Fannie Mi l ler ,  Aunt Linnie,  and my

Grandmother Walker helped out for  2
months af ter I  was born.

They didn' t  have manY very comPet-
ent doctors in those days. However,  my

Great Aunt Fanny Mi l ler  and Aunt Linnie
were very competent mid-w i fes an d

nurses. They would t ravel  on horseback
many mi les to del iver a chi ld and then

tend the mother af ter  the bir th carry ing

al l  of  their  suppl ies wi th them. They

might stay several  days unt i l  the mother

an d ch i ld were wel l .  My Gran dmother

McMinn was also a midwife.

Mother qui t  her job at  the bank af ter

I  was born.  They bought a house in Buf-

fa lo and l ived there unt i l  I  was one year

old when they moved to Oklahoma City.

Pese--qQ
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